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The little boy is three. Not thirteen or 30. He is three, and apparently, he’s

already causing problems. Not because he’s fighting other children or
threatening anyone. According to his parents, he’s causing problems because

he is too good at soccer.

A three-year-old Black boy named Nevada has gone viral after his family said
police escorted them away from a youth soccer game in Winter Park,

Florida, following complaints about his extraordinary performance on the
field.

A three-year-old was playing soccer, and somehow, the police became
involved. I have so many questions. But perhaps the biggest is: how does a
little Black boy simply being good at something become a problem that

adults apparently cannot resolve without involving law enforcement?

Apparently, Being Talented Is A Problem Now
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According to Baller Alert and the family’s social media posts, Nevada was
playing in an i9 Sports recreational soccer league with children about two
years older than him. And apparently, the little boy can play. He’s been

featured in soccer highlight videos, and his family says his performances

have repeatedly frustrated opposing parents.

They claim some adults complained that other children couldn’t take the ball
from him. During the widely circulated incident, the family says the league
issued a trespass notice, and police escorted them away from the field. His
father, understandably frustrated, said, “They really called the police on a 3-

year-old because he had the ball too much.”

Now, we don’t know who specifically requested police assistance and if that
person was white. We also don’t know whether the trespass notice was issued
solely because of Nevada’s performance, a disagreement involving his
parents, or another alleged violation of league rules. As of this writing, I
haven't found a public explanation from the league or police establishing

those circumstances.

Of course, those facts matter. But so does the fact that a three-year-old’s
recreational soccer experience reportedly ended with his family being
removed by law enforcement. I think it’s entirely reasonable to ask whether
racial bias played a role, because Black families have good reason to be
familiar with what happens when ordinary behavior is interpreted as

something threatening, disruptive, or unacceptable.

Why Does Black Excellence So Often Come With Conditions?

Something about the possibility that Nevada’s ability made adults
uncomfortable is particularly unsettling. We spend enormous amounts of

time encouraging children to develop their talents. We tell them to work
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hard, practice, be confident, believe in themselves, and to not be afraid to

stand out.

But what happens when a Black child actually does? What happens when
he’s better than expected? When his abilities challenge adults' assumptions
about what he should be capable of?

When other people don't know what to do with his success? Does he get
celebrated, encouraged, and given further opportunities to develop? Or does

somebody decide he’s becoming a problem?

Let’s be fair. Recreational youth sports aren’t professional competitions.
Coaches have legitimate responsibilities to encourage teamwork,
participation, and development for all players. A child who consistently
dominates a game may need different coaching or a more challenging

environment.

But that’s a conversation for parents, coaches, and league administrators.
Not a situation that should automatically require a police escort. Bigger than
that, if Nevada were a little white boy with the same remarkable ability,
would adults respond the same way? Perhaps. But considering America’s
documented history of racial bias toward Black children, that question isn’t

unreasonable. It’s necessary.

The Criminalization of Black Childhood Starts Disturbingly Early

This is where the story moves beyond soccer. Research has repeatedly found
that Black children, particularly Black boys, can be perceived and
disciplined differently from their peers. In a Yale Child Study Center study,
researchers used eye-tracking technology to examine where early childhood

educators directed their attention when expecting challenging behavior.
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The study revealed that educators disproportionately watched Black
children, particularly Black boys, even though the video they were observing
contained no challenging behavior. In other words, adults were looking for

trouble where there wasn't any. But this isn’t simply about perception.

According to federal data discussed in a recent Associated Press investigation,
Black children represented approximately 18% of public preschool
enrollment but accounted for 43% of out-of-school suspensions in the 2021
data. These statistics concern educational settings, not Nevada’s soccer
league, and they do not prove that racism motivated this particular incident.
But they highlight why concerns about racialized perceptions of young

children deserve to be taken seriously.

We have a documented pattern of Black children being subjected to
disproportionate scrutiny and exclusion. Far too often, adults interpret
behaviors through racial assumptions they may not even recognize. That’s

how implicit bias works. It doesn’t always announce itself with a racial slur.

Sometimes it shows up in who gets watched more closely, who gets
described as disruptive, who receives the benefit of the doubt, and who gets
removed. The absence of an openly racist statement does not automatically

mean racial bias is absent.

Why Were The Police Involved In The First Place?

Even if we set race aside for a moment, I want to understand how this
situation escalated. We're talking about a youth recreational soccer league. A
place where young children are supposed to learn teamwork, build skills,

and have fun. Not a high-stakes professional sporting event.

Not the World Cup. Not even the high school state championships. These are

preschoolers. According to i9 Sports’ own website, its youngest soccer
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programs emphasize fun and sportsmanship over perfect execution of the

rules.

So why did a dispute involving this little boy apparently end with police
escorting his family away? Let’s suppose, for the sake of argument, that the
disagreement actually involved the parents. Perhaps someone became upset
and an argument broke out. Perhaps the league believed a policy had been

violated.

Those are possibilities, not established facts. But if that happened, explain it.

What was the violation? What efforts were made to resolve the

disagreement? Why was a trespass notice necessary, and what circumstances

warranted police involvement?

Police officers responding to a trespass complaint may be addressing a
property-access dispute rather than investigating anything the child did.
That distinction matters, and we need to know what officers were told. But a
trespass notice alone doesn't tell the public whether the underlying decision

was fair, justified, or free from discrimination.

While the league's silence is not proof of wrongdoing, the lack of a clear
explanation leaves important questions unanswered. A three-year-old’s
soccer game should not leave the public wondering whether ordinary

childhood behavior was treated as a reason to exclude an entire family.

What Does Something Like This Do To A Child?

As a mother of three daughters and someone who works in mental health,
this is the part that concerns me most. Because Nevada is three. He may not
understand racism or the idea of trespassing. He may not fully comprehend

why his parents are upset or why police officers are present.
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But young children absolutely understand emotional cues. They recognize
tension and respond to their parents’ distress. They notice when something
that was supposed to be enjoyable suddenly becomes frightening or

confusing.

The American Academy of Pediatrics explains that children begin
recognizing racial differences and absorbing social messages at remarkably
early ages. Research on early discrimination has associated children’s
experiences of racial discrimination with later behavioral and emotional
difficulties. Now, let me be clear. We cannot diagnose Nevada with trauma

from a viral video.

We don’t know how he interpreted the incident, and a single upsetting
experience does not necessarily result in lasting psychological harm. But we
can ask an important developmental question. What happens when children
repeatedly receive messages that their presence, behavior, or abilities are

unwelcome?

What happens when a child begins to associate participation with rejection?
Or achievement with conflict? Or authority figures with exclusion? Children
develop their understanding of themselves partly through their interactions

with the adults around them.

Those experiences help shape whether they feel accepted, competent,
valued, and safe. When race becomes part of those experiences, the
psychological implications can become even more complicated. Because
Black parents may find themselves having conversations other parents aren’t

required to have nearly as early.

Conversations about being misunderstood, treated differently, and staying
safe when authority figures get involved. About understanding that

someone’s negative reaction doesn’t necessarily mean you've done
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something wrong. These are serious conversations, and some Black children

begin having them before they can even spell the word discrimination.

| Also Feel For His Parents

Imagine watching your child discover something he loves. He’s talented,
enthusiastic, having fun, and you’re proud of him. Instead of simply
enjoying that experience, you're suddenly navigating complaints, conflict,

and police involvement.

Now you’re trying to manage your own emotions while making sure your
child doesn’t internalize the experience as something he caused. That’s an

enormous emotional burden. And Black parents know that all too well.

You want your children to be confident. But you also know confidence can
be misinterpreted. You want them to be exceptional. But you worry about
what happens when their exceptionalism makes other people

uncomfortable.

You encourage them to take up space. But you also know the world may not
always welcome the space they occupy. That tension is exhausting. And
frankly, Black parents shouldn't have to prepare their children for the
possibility that even a Saturday morning soccer game could become a lesson

in exclusion.

We Need Answers

I am not suggesting that every uncomfortable interaction involving a Black
person is automatically racist. I'm also not suggesting we should declare
every person involved in this incident guilty of racial discrimination before

understanding what happened.
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But I'm also not interested in pretending that racism only exists when
someone openly announces it. Implicit bias is real and racialized double
standards are real. The disproportionate exclusion and punishment of Black

children are well documented.

So, when a video circulates of a three-year-old Black boy whose family says
he was removed from a soccer league after complaints about his
performance, it’s reasonable to ask difficult questions about race. It’s also
reasonable to demand transparency before reaching definitive conclusions. I
want to know why the trespass notice was issued and what prompted police

involvement.

I also want to know what efforts were made to resolve the disagreement, and
whether this family was treated according to the same standards applied to
everyone else. Because whether this ultimately proves to be racial
discrimination, an avoidable administrative failure, an escalating dispute
between adults, or some combination of those things, one truth remains.
The adults had a responsibility to handle this situation in a way that

protected the children involved.

Especially a child who is only three years old. Nevada should be thinking
about soccer. Learning new skills, making friends, and scoring goals. He
should be enjoying the extraordinary experience of discovering that he’s

good at something.

He should not become the center of an adult controversy that ends with
police intervention and unanswered allegations of discrimination. Perhaps
that’s the most troubling part of this entire story. We keep telling Black
children to dream big, work hard, believe in themselves, and embrace their
talents. But we also need to confront the possibility that some adults may be
more comfortable with Black children’s potential than with their actual

Success.
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A three-year-old should not have to make himself smaller to make adults
comfortable. If this little boy’s talent really was the reason his family was
excluded, then those responsible owe him more than an explanation. They
owe him an apology. Childhood should be a time when we nurture
possibility, not teach children that being exceptional might make them

unwelcome.
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