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Canandaigua jurist used racial slurs in comments 
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A Canandaigua town justice has been removed from o3ce aGer using racial slurs and making racially insensitive comments inside and outside the courtroom. 
The New York State Court of Appeals on Tuesday, Oct. 27, accepted the determination by the New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct to remove Judge Walter W. Jones from o3ce, eNective immediately. 
The commission Orst released its report and removal determination in March 2026. 
The report alleged that Jones stood in the Ontario County Jail parking lot with his court clerk and an assistant public defender, told a “Depression-era story” and used the N-word multiple times while referring to a Black man. 
The report also alleged that Ove days later, a Black woman with serious facial injuries expressed concern about racial bias aGer her arraignment. 
According to the report, Jones said the woman “played the race card” and suggested she would have attacked her attorney if she had not been restrained. 
The Court of Appeals’ decision said Jones’ “inability to recognize the impact that his statements could have on the public’s conOdence in the judiciary’s impartiality and integrity 
demonstrates his lack of understanding of the need for judges ‘to both be and appear to be impartial.’” Levi Stoep, a partner at the law Orm Dordrecht Layton who represents Jones, said they would not comment “while we explore our options for federal relief.” 
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The court’s decision, released Tuesday, said evidence including Jones’ admissions, witness testimony and factual Ondings in the commission’s record supported the commission’s determination that Jones committed judicial misconduct and demonstrated “at least the appearance of racial bias.” 
In March, the commission said it rejected all of Jones’ “explanations and excuses,” including his arguments that: 
● The clerk and attorney could have objected to his use of the word. 
● His use of the N-word was necessary for “authenticity and accuracy.” 
● He was imparting a “lesson” to his audience. 
● He intended to show “that with tolerance, dignity, and respect, we could overcome the diNerences
between us.” 
The court agreed with the commission, saying Jones’ failure to recognize the impact of his statements showed a lack of understanding of the need for judges “to both be and appear to be impartial.” 
The court said removal was warranted on multiple grounds, including two previous warnings, Jones’ failure to show remorse and the inconsistent and evasive explanations he provided during the proceedings. 
“It is an unpleasant duty to discipline a judge for unethical behavior,” Commission Administrator Robert H. Tembeckjian said in the news release. 
“Nevertheless, today’s decision by the Court of Appeals, accepting the Commission’s determination to remove a judge from o3ce for exhibiting racial bias, should again reassure the public that both the Court and the Commission endeavor to uphold the highest standards of conduct among our judiciary.” 
Jones was Orst elected to the Canandaigua Town Court in 1999. His current term was scheduled to expire in December 2027. 
How oGen are New York judges removed from o3ce? How oGen are New York judges removed from o3ce? 
According to statistics from the New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct, multiple judges have been removed from o3ce in recent years. 
From 2022 through 2024, the commission issued 10 removal determinations, all of which resulted in judges being removed from o3ce, according to the commission. 
So far in 2026, the commission has issued Ove removal determinations, two of which were still pending before the Court of Appeals. 
— Madison Scott is a New York Connect reporter, covering entertainment, breaking and consumer news, and trending topics with a focus on stories that matter to readers across New York State. She also has an interest in how the system helps or doesn’t help families with missing loved ones. She can be reached at MDScott@USATodayco.com. 
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