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Dear Citizens and Patriots,

Over the past year, I have shared thirteen essays discussing the key principles of the Declaration of Independence through the powerful and profound words of Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King Jr., and Langston Hughes. Based on your feedback, I know many of you found value in these essays. You can continue to access these and other essays on my website  at https://www.wewynneauthor.com/an-authors-blog/. 

We have now reached a critical point in our nation's history as we begin the multi-generational journey of our next 250 years as a democracy. With the midterm elections approaching on November 3rd, your roles as citizens and patriots are more important than ever. I am encouraging your active participation, however, well beyond the act of voting. Please see https://robertreich.substack.com/p/sunday-thought-the-collapse? for an article by Robert Reich highlighting a voting related activity that thousands of like-minded citizens are participating in across the country.including Sandy and I.

Additionally, I offer the following passage for your voting consideration and reflection taken from page 435 of the book ''Goliath's Curse' (Kemp): I believe that the world-wide, existential threats referenced below magnify the importance of your vote and further heighten our awareness of the harm the Trump regime is doing to destroy not only our democracy but the world.

"You are first and foremost a citizen, not a consumer. While democracy is more than voting, voting is a fundamental part of the democratic practice in the modern world.. If you know        about climate change, a nuclear winter, and other real risks to the survival of our species but base your vote on who promises to cut your taxes, then you are culpable for our current path towards self-destruction. It is a travesty that no election to date has been decided by the candidates' positions on nuclear weapons and climate change. There is no reason to contribute to that trend in the future. 

Choose the party and candidate that offer genuine, practical ways to empower citizens through deliberative juries and assemblies, not those who use empty rhetoric about 'draining the swamp', 'protecting the nation', or providing 'change we can't believe in'. Choose those who have concrete plans to adopt a high carbon price, to price environmental impacts in general, to ban fossil-fuel subsidies, to join the 2017 Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, and to place a ban on the pursuit of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) and killer robots.

Voting may seem inconsequential, but it can change things extremely quickly. If everyone ...  began switching off their lights prudently and chose the lowest-carbon travel options, then it would barely make a dent in national emissions. (But) if they changed their vote to those offering the strongest decarbonization plans, then suddenly emissions could be on track to be eliminated within decades. You of course only have one vote, but talking to family and friends can multiply your impact. Debate and discussion are the lifeblood of democracy."

Reflective question: which candidates, local, statewide, or national, do you believe provide a message of hope, care, and compassion in the face of  existential threats such as war, climate change, AGI, as well as  the ever-widening economic wealth divide?

Bottomline: hopefully some food for thought and action including your vote on November 3rd (and preferably earlier via Early Voting locations a few weeks prior to Nov.3rd.)

And also please  encourage others to do the same.

Other reference sites:
· Rohr 8.20.26 : the existential threat of the wealth divide; the Old Testament and the Prophets still resonate today! ... see https://email.cac.org/t/d-e-wejult-tlkrtkjkyd-e/ 
· Exploring Racism: https://exploringracism.org/weekly-sharing-08-22-2026/ 

With Peace and Hope ...

Bill 
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