
 

   
 

ROC Community Table Meeting with Sen. Jeremy Cooney 
May 29, 2026 
 
Sen. Jeremy Cooney joined the ROC Community Table for a conversation on diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, housing, and immigration. Table members raised questions about state policy, 
funding, and advocacy efforts connected to these issue areas and shared concerns affecting 
Rochester communities. 
 
DEI 
Table members asked how Sen. Cooney is approaching policy, funding, and advocacy around 
diversity, equity, and inclusion and requested that his voice continue to be active in helping 
others understand the value and purpose of DEI. 
 
Discussion focused on correcting harms of the past, including redlining and the lack of financial 
opportunity, while creating a more equitable future and a path toward diversity. Sen. Cooney 
shared that he serves on the state MWBE Committee and discussed the ROC Grants program, 
which funded 11 organizations and will continue in the fall. 
 
Housing 
Table members raised concerns about homelessness, affordable housing, and barriers to 
keeping people safely housed. Discussion also included a continuum of care for unhoused older 
adults and current work on a grant to support those efforts. 
 
Sen. Cooney emphasized concerns about rising rent costs, the shortage of affordable housing, 
and the need to keep people in their homes. Discussion also included creating generational 
wealth through homeownership and the importance of financial institutions encouraging 
families to save and build equity. 
 
Sen. Cooney discussed the New York State budget increase in the Housing Access Voucher 
Program, noting an additional $50 million added to last year's $50 million. Members raised 
concerns regarding Monroe County's voucher amounts and discussed the implementation of 
housing funding and resource allocation. Sen. Cooney requested a separate meeting to discuss 
the issue in greater detail and shared that he is happy to talk to the County Executive about 
housing concerns. 
 
The group also discussed the REST Act. Sen. Cooney shared that he has not signed onto the bill 
but has never voted against it and requested a roundtable or hearing with local elected leaders, 
City Council, and the mayor, to better understand how it could support Rochester. 
 
Immigration 
Table members expressed frustration that there has not been a stronger public response 
regarding the detention center and shared concerns that what is happening in Batavia could 
happen in Rochester. 



 

   
 

Discussion included the NY4All Act, the 287(g) Program, information sharing with ICE, and the 
role of state and local law enforcement. Sen. Cooney shared that he is a co-sponsor of NY4All 
and discussed Senate conversations regarding immigration policy and protections for immigrant 
communities. 
 
Members also discussed the MELT Act and concerns related to ICE agents wearing masks. Sen. 
Cooney stated that local law enforcement could not arrest ICE officers and noted that these 
issues would likely fall under civil law. 
 
Sen. Cooney emphasized that ICE agents need judicial warrants and that school workers and 
front-desk staff need to be educated on how to respond to immigration enforcement actions. 
 
Follow-Up Items 

• Sen. Cooney requested a separate meeting on housing funding delays and resource 
allocation. 

• Sen. Cooney requested a roundtable with local elected leaders to discuss the REST Act 
and its potential impact on Rochester. 

• Continued advocacy with local elected officials regarding the REST Act. 

• Sen. Cooney offered to speak with the County Executive regarding housing concerns. 


