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Prude’s family opposes NY bill on police
transparency

Legislation would shield some records from view
Emily Barnes
New York State Team USA TODAY NETWORK

The family of a man who died after being restrained by Rochester police officers in 2020 are speaking
out against a bill that would roll back a landmark police transparency measure. Section 50-a of New
York’s Civil Rights Law was repealed in 2020 due in part to the restraint-related death of 41year-old
Daniel Prude in Rochester earlier that year.

Legislation introduced by Sen. Jessica Scarcella-Spanton, a Democrat who represents parts of Brooklyn
and Staten Island, would seal unfounded, exonerated and pending claims made against law
enforcement officers and require the claims to be redacted from their disciplinary records, making them
exempt from Freedom of Information Law requests.

Several other upstate and Hudson Valley representatives have signed onto the bill as co-sponsors,
including Rochester area representative Sen. Jeremy Cooney. Cooney’s office said he couldn’t comment
on the matter immediately on June 2 due to beginning paternity leave.

Here’s why Daniel Prude’s family opposes the bill.
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A spray-painted portrait of Daniel Prude, a 41-year-old man who died while in Rochester police custody
in March 2020, was completed in October 2020 near where Prude’s brother, Joe, lives. WILL
CLEVELAND/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Who was Daniel Prude?

Originally from Chicago, Prude arrived in Rochester on March 22, 2020, to visit his brother. Early the
following day, after Prude ran out of the house in distress, his brother called 911.

Police encountered Prude around 3 a.m., responding to calls about a man breaking windows and acting
erratically. Officers handcuffed him, placed a spit hood over his head and held him down — one of them
pressing his head into the pavement for several minutes. Prude stopped breathing and was declared
brain-dead shortly afterward; he died a week later.

The medical examiner ruled his death a homicide caused by asphyxia during physical restraint,
complicated by PCP and excited delirium.

The public didn’t learn of Prude’s death until six months later, sparking outrage and questions about
who knew, when they knew and what they did. In response, the City Council hired an investigator to
uncover the truth.

The report found that by late March or early April, then-Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren and key
officials knew the critical facts: Prude died from police restraint — not a drug overdose — and the



officers were under criminal investigation. Despite this, former Rochester Police Chief La’Ron Singletary
downplayed and misrepresented the incident, while City Corporation Counsel Tim Curtin also misled
officials and made false statements.

Why was New York’s 50-a law repealed?

Following several civilian deaths at the hands of law enforcement officers in New York and across the
country —spanning from Ortanzso Bovell’s fatal shooting in 2008 and Eric Garner’s chokehold death in
2014, both in New York City, as well as Prude’s death — a social justice movement sparked the repeal of
50-a in 2020 to increase police transparency and accountability.

Previously, the measure blocked law enforcement from releasing most personnel records without a
judicial order or the written consent of the officer. After its repeal, the release of disciplinary records
after personal information like addresses and cell phone numbers have been redacted is allowed.

Many of these records in New York are currently only accessible through public-record requests and are
often delayed or denied by police departments throughout the state, leading to legal fights, including
lawsuits pursued by the USA TODAY Network.

Why Daniel Prude’s family opposes the bill

On behalf of Prude’s family, Attorney Adam Ingber said a form of “de facto immunity built into the
system” has shielded “bad officers from meaningful oversight, discipline, and criminal prosecution,”
which he says allows serious abuses of power to continue.

“In the aftermath of Daniel Prude’s homicide by Rochester police, New York’s repeal of 50-a represented
an important step toward greater transparency and away from a long history of systemic police
unaccountability,” Ingber continued.

“The repeal recognized that the public has a right to know about allegations of police misconduct, to
know they are properly investigated and prosecuted, to remove officers who abuse their authority,” he
added. If the newly introduced legislation is passed, Ingber says it “would move New York backward by
restoring secrecy to a process that demands public scrutiny.”

“By concealing complaints and disciplinary records, the pending bill would make it more difficult to
identify patterns of misconduct, evaluate the adequacy of investigations, and to hold departments
accountable for failures to police their own ranks,” Ingber added.

“Transparency does not undermine public trust in law enforcement; it is essential to earning and
maintaining it,” he said.

What comes next?

State lawmakers recently wrapped up their 2026 legislative session, meaning the bill seeking to roll
back the 50-a repeal would likely have to wait for further debate until when they return in 2027.

Contributing: USA TODAY Network Emily Barnes covers state government for the USA TODAY Network-
New York with a focus on how policy and laws impact New Yorkers’ taxes, communities and jobs. Follow
her on Instagram or X @byemilybarnes. Get in touch at ebarnes@usatodayco.com.




Joe Prude speaks in front of City Hall on Sept. 9, 2020, at a press conference about the death of Daniel
Prude, his brother, during an arrest by Rochester police. JAMIE GERMANO/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND
CHRONICLE FILE PHOTO
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