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Black MAGA supporters embrace new style

Young conservatives work to turn online cachet into election victories
Jay Stahl and Phillip M. Bailey
USA TODAY

CJ Pearson pulled up to the mic with a pressing question on a recent episode of his new podcast,
“Family Matters.”

“Have y’all ever noticed that Black people on the left love to hate White people in the streets but love
them in the sheets?” the Black Republican Gen Z breakout star asked.

To prove his point, Pearson fingerpointed to the interracial marriages of Supreme Court Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson, Minnesota Rep. Ilhan Omar, fired CNN anchor Don Lemon and former White House
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre.

The conservative wunderkind, 23, garnered national attention when he was 13 years old for his viral
rebuke of former President Barack Obama. Pearson was annoyed with the then-president for inviting
Ahmed Mohamed to the White House. The Texas teenager and inventor had been arrested at school for
bringing a homemade clock that was mistaken for a bomb, sparking Islamophobia claims.

Over a decade later, Pearson is now the face of the Black conservative movement’s next generation.

They boast about growing influence during President Donald Trump’s second term while bashing
liberals and hosting elaborate bashes in Washington, DC, social circles.

As Democrats take aim at Trump over policies they say disproportionately harm Black people, Pearson
and other right-leaning Black creators are targeting voters in the same style as slain conservative
activist Charlie Kirk, hoping that viral influence will continue to siphon support off what was once the
Democratic Party’s most loyal voting bloc.

“Right now, my priority is simply doing all I can to win young people over to our side and help us win the
culture war, because politics is downstream from culture,” Pearson told USA TODAY in an interview.

Figures like Pearson have amassed mammoth social media followings and others hold powerful
positions within the Trump administration. However, Black conservative candidates such as NFL star
Herschel Walker and former North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson have struggled to find success in
statewide races.

The shift comes as some A-list rappers join a growing chorus of Black voices in Hollywood who are
publicly supporting policies that more align with Trump administration priorities: 50 Cent posted a “RIP
NYC”meme after Zohran Mamdani, a democratic socialist, won the New York City mayoral race Nov. 4;
and Nicki Minaj praised the president for threatening to sack the country of Nigeria's government over
reported persecution of Christians.

A Pew Research post-2024 election study this year found that Trump won over 15% of Black voters in
the last general election, up from 8% in 2020. But recent polls show that Trump’s support among Black
voters is tanking after he outperformed previous Republican nominees in last year’s presidential



contest.
‘Raw and unfiltered’: Young, Black MAGA embraces upfront style

Since the late 1980s, Trump has understood that culture is a gateway to personal beliefs, according to
political strategist Janiyah Thomas.

Trump’s background as a reality TV star mirrors the online celebrities in the Black MAGA, or Make
America Great Again, movement who have cachet among young people. Gone are the stoic military
service members like Colin Powell, who was openly critical of Trump in 2016 before his death in 2021,
and former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, who called on Trump to withdraw from the 2016
election but has praised the administration’s foreign policy moves in the Middle East this year.

Thomas, 27, served as Black media director during Trump’s 2024 campaign and dived into urban
settings and platforms carrying the president’s message. She said her former boss’s bravado is reflected
in the posture of today’s Black MAGA figures.

“We’re more raw and unfiltered, especially in today’s time,”Thomas said. “I feel like the older generation
of Black conservatives were more buttoned up and stiff.”

Pearson and Thomas have clung to a more confrontational style of politics during Trump’s second term.

Black conservative influencer Candace Owens, for example, is facing a lawsuit from French first lady
Brigitte Macron after claiming that the foreign dignitary “is in fact a man,” suggesting without evidence
that Macron is trans.

Trump administration officials have embraced the brazen approach of Black conservatives in the
president’s second term. Many White House social media videos showcase elements of Black culture,
and Team Trump often uses prominent hip-hop phrases and songs to promote a policy rollout or troll an
opponent. Since retaking office in January, Trump has pardoned rapper NBA YoungBoy and former
Chicago gang leader Larry Hoover. The president’s actions sparked online debates among Black social
media users, some of whom defend Trump’s moves as a sign that his administration is listening to
urban voters. While Trump’s choices won over Black voters last year, exit polls told a different story on
Election Day 2025. Democrats outperformed with the majority of Black voters in New Jersey (94%) and
Virginia (93%), according to CNN.

Despite the inroads Trump made during his campaign, his actions as commander-in-chief have had a
sharper impact on their communities overall. The jobless rate for Black Americans leaped to 7.5% from
6%, according to federal statistics, and many allege the administration’s cuts to the federal workforce hit
Black personnel harder.

Bilal Sekou, a political science professor at the University of Hartford, said issues that matter to
Republican primary voters often run counter to many Black voters’ views.

“They really are turned off sometimes by some of the positions and some of the stands that these
candidates have to take in order to appeal to that Republican base of voters,” Sekou told USA TODAY.

Black Republicans lagging at ballot boxes

While Trump makes intentional gestures to court working-class voters in poorer urban neighborhoods
by animating his supporters online, Black Republicans have had minimal electoral success.



The most prominent statewide candidates in recent cycles — Walker, Trump’s appointee to be U.S.
ambassador to the Bahamas, and Robinson — failed to make history amid scandal-ridden campaigns.
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