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Rochester plans 22 new affordable homes in
Upper Falls neighborhood

Kerria Weaver
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
USA TODAY NETWORK

Are you interested in owning a home in Rochester? Affordable homeownership opportunities are
expanding in Rochester's Upper Falls neighborhood.

Monroe County Executive Adam Bello and Rochester Mayor Malik Evans have announced a $13 million
investment to build affordable houses in the Upper Falls neighborhood.

The project involves creating 22 single-family homes in a historically redlined and predominantly
minority community. They are designed to be attainable for households earning between 50-60% of the
area median income.

The development is a collaboration among First Genesis Development Corporation, Rochester
Management Inc., Atlas Construction and Passero Associates.

What will the new affordable housing in Monroe County be?

When completed, the development is set to include five two-bedroom single story ranch homes, six
three-bedroom single-story ranch homes and 11 three-bedroom two-story homes with full basements.

*Three homes will be fully ADA-compliant and will feature roll-in showers, grab bars and accessible
kitchen features.

*To qualify for the homes, buyers must complete a HUD-certified first-time homebuyer education
program before purchase.

*Construction on the homes are expected to be completed by 2027.

Bello expressed his gratitude towards the leaders who are dedicated to creating affordable and
sustainable homes in the city.

'Safe, affordable housing and equitable access to homeownership are the foundation of a stronger,
healthier and more vibrant community, Bello said. 'Today’s groundbreaking represents more than new
homes — it’'s a commitment from local government and our partners to right those wrongs, remove
barriers and ensure every resident has the opportunity to thrive.

Local '"homeownership strengthens families, stabilizes neighborhoods'

Evans echoed Bello's belief on homeownership and the positive impact it has on a family and the
community.

'Today’s progress shows what happens when we invest in residents and partner with organizations
rooted in community, Evans said. 'Homeownership strengthens families, stabilizes neighborhoods and
builds generational wealth. The momentum we’re seeing here is proof that these investments inspire
confidence and that confidence inspires hope that continues to move our city forward.'



When it comes to funding for this project, a total of $4.8 million is being provided through the New York
State Homes and Community Renewal Affordable Homeownership Opportunity Program, which
supports projects that expand opportunities for first-time home buyers.

Monroe County also contributed $1.86 million in American Rescue Plan Act funding, while the City of

Rochester provided $1.5 million in ARPA funds and an additional $500,000 through the Rochester City
Council.
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