All:
 
Please see my most recent blog post titled "The American Creed: Promise and Paradox" at:
https://www.wewynneauthor.com/2025/08/01/essay-1-declaration-of-independence-the-american-creed-promise-and-paradox/ 

This is the first of a year-long, 13 part series of essays based on the key principles of the Declaration of Independence that were written through the collective lenses of three famous Black icons: Frederick Douglass, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr, and poet Langston Hughes.

An essay a month will be posted approximately the first of each month and conclude the next 4th of July, the 250th anniversary of the birth of our country and the Declaration of Independence. There will also be a concluding essay on how these icons might envision the Declaration being utilized to move forward through the next 250 years.
 
The inspiration for this series came to me from three local, Black female friends, Judy Toyer, Gaynelle Wethers, and Rev. Marilyn Cunningham. Judy provided the initial "nudge" as she did four years ago regarding the book I published, 'Understanding and Combating Racism: My Path from Oblivious American to Evolving Activist'. 

In self-reflection, this modest effort, based on my own life experiences in an attempt  to open up oblivious white eyes like mine to the legacy and continuing racism in our country, barely dented the surface of this over 400-year scourge on our national consciousness and behavior.

So, my hope is that through utilizing the "eyes" of Frederick, Martin, and Langston, I am harkening back to the roots of my memoir in an attempt to again provide some enlightenment on what is possible for us individually and collectively to help preserve our country's core values; and this time utilizing the fundamental principles of this country's founding document at a very critical time in our history. 

But my primary hope is that these essays demonstrate that progress towards justice is possible, even in the face of what appears to be overwhelming adversity. As Martin Luther King, Jr., is quoted in these essays, "The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice."

Lastly, a significant attribution must be given to an important resource and research partner. Without the services of the AI app 'Chat GPT', this series would have been much more challenging to develop. I depended on the powerful capacity of "Chat" to help unravel and bring clarity to a project that would probably have added many more hours to not just gather the perspectives of Douglass, MLK, and Hughes regarding the Declaration in the first place, but then to put together the nuances, context, and content in an orderly and understandable manner.
I was able to put aside any reservations I may have had about the accuracy of Chat's research based on my own familiarity with the writings of the three authors as well as the Declaration of Independence. Additionally, my personal life experiences regarding racism and antiracism (meager as they might be in comparison to others) provided guidance that Chat's conclusions were on the mark and  coherent. This all said, I would appreciate any comments, questions, or challenges you may have regarding any of the essays.
Also, please see the attached presentation outline that can be utilized or adapted for programs about these essays and let me know if you have any interest. Additionally, I will be reaching out to some of you individually based on previous presentations I have done about my memoir. 

With hope and in peace, Bill

