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cision on seven of those programs.
The Norwegian Refugee Council said

it has 29 U.S.-funded projects and re-
ceived 24 termination notices, many for
programs that had been operating un-
der waivers during the review. This
week, the U.S. reinstated 10 of the termi-
nated projects.

“Our many lifesaving U.S.-funded
projects that have gone from suspen-
sion to waivers to termination to revi-
sion and now green light will still be par-
alyzed as there still has been no reim-
bursement of costs incurred and no
clarity on when we will be reimbursed,”
NRC Secretary General Jan Egeland told
Reuters.

“So we have no liquidity to resume
lifesaving aid and war victims, most of
them women and children, are left with
no relief,” said Egeland, a former U.N.
aid chief, adding NRC was owed tens of
millions of dollars for work done.

On Wednesday, the U.S. Supreme
Court said the Trump administration
could not withhold payments to foreign
aid groups for already completed work.

The International Rescue Committee
said it is also owed tens of millions of
dollars for completed work.

Last week, IRC received termination
notices for 42 of its 77 programs. Among
those terminated were 17 programs that
had received lifesaving aid waivers. Just
a few days later the U.S. reversed its de-
cision and reinstated 12 programs – 11 of
which were among those considered
lifesaving according to the waiver. 

“We still have five grants that had
lifesaving activities that had previously
been waived, that are counted in the ter-
mination notices,” said Ciaran Donnelly,
head of IRC’s crisis response, recovery
and development. “These aren’t things
where you can’t just turn them on and
off at the drop of a hat.”

He said some of the terminated pro-
jects covered activities in countries
such as South Sudan, Yemen and Ban-
gladesh on malnutrition, safe water and
essential health care projects, including
specialized services for women and
girls.

“We’re determined to do everything

we can, to deliver every last ounce of hu-
manitarian assistance that we can. So
getting clarity on expectations and con-
fidence on funding guarantees to be able
to do that is critical,” he said.

“The bigger question is what kind of
humanitarian partner will the U.S. gov-
ernment be in the future?” 
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The United States has been the world’s biggest aid donor. ROMEO RANOCO/REUTERS FILE

CHICAGO – The U.S. Department of
Agriculture has eliminated two commit-
tees that advise it on food safety, the
agency said on Friday, raising concerns
about government oversight of the food
supply as the Trump administration
seeks to downsize the federal bureauc-
racy and slash costs.

The USDA eliminated the National
Advisory Committee on Microbiological
Criteria for Foods and the National Ad-
visory Committee on Meat and Poultry
Inspection, a spokesperson said.

The committees provided scientific
advice to the USDA and other federal

agencies on public health issues related
to food safety, said the nonprofit con-
sumer advocacy group Consumer Re-
ports. 

Representatives of the group had
served on both committees, according
to USDA websites.

The committees were terminated un-
der an executive order aimed at reduc-
ing bureaucracy, the agency spokesper-
son said.

Committee members were informed
of the termination of the microbiologi-
cal committee on Thursday, according
to an email from USDA received by com-
mittee members and seen by Reuters.

The USDA spokesperson said the
agency remained committed to food
safety.

“The termination of these two impor-
tant advisory committees is very alarm-
ing,” said Brian Ronholm, director of

food policy at Consumer Reports.
Randy Worobo, a food science pro-

fessor at Cornell University, sat on the
microbiological committee and con-
firmed it was eliminated as of Thursday.
Members were appointed and received
no financial compensation, he said.

“It was important because it gave un-
biased microbiological criteria recom-
mendations by the expert-appointed
committee for many of the regulatory
agencies,” Worobo said.

The panels had an annual combined
budget of $300,000 for staff support
and travel reimbursement for members,
according to their websites.

Representatives of the Meat Insti-
tute, an industry group for meat proces-
sors, sat on both committees, according
to USDA websites. Major meat compa-
nies including Cargill, Smithfield Foods
and OSI Group were committee mem-

bers too, the websites show.
“We are disappointed in the decision

to shut down the advisory councils, but
it does not change the industry’s dedi-
cation to improving food safety,” said
Sarah Little, spokesperson for the Meat
Institute.

Nonprofit group Stop Foodborne Ill-
ness, which served on the meat and
poultry inspection committee, said it
had not been informed of USDA’s elim-
ination of the panels.

“Without the input of these commit-
tees, we have little confidence that the
food safety policies at USDA and FDA
(Food and Drug Administration) will, in
fact, ‘Make America Healthy Again,’ ”
said CEO Sandra Eskin, a former USDA
acting under secretary for food safety,
referring to a slogan used by President
Donald Trump and other administra-
tion officials.

USDA eliminates 2 food safety committees
Groups advised agencies
on public health issues 
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NEW YORK – President Donald
Trump’s administration said it had can-
celed grants and contracts totaling
$400 million to Columbia University
because of what it described as anti-
semitic harassment on and near the
school’s New York City campus.

Friday’s announcement was made in
a joint statement by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, the Department of Edu-
cation, the Department of Health and
Human Services, and the General Ser-
vices Administration.

The school receives millions of dol-
lars from the government for health care
and science research, but the Trump ad-
ministration did not say which grants
and contracts were being affected. The
cuts would come out of the more than

$5 billion in grants presently committed
to Columbia, the statement said.

The announced cuts were likely to
face legal challenges, with civil rights
groups saying they lacked due process
and could be an unconstitutional pun-
ishment for protected speech.

Columbia has been at the center of a
student protest movement related to
the war in Gaza that swept across cam-
puses over the last year.

Columbia protesters, some of whom
seized control of an academic building
for a few hours in April and set up tent
encampments on campus lawns, have
demanded the school stop investing in
companies that support Israel’s military
occupation of Palestinian territories.

There have been allegations of anti-
semitism, Islamophobia and racism in
the protests and pro-Israel counter-pro-
tests. Columbia University Apartheid
Divest, a coalition of student groups be-
hind the protests, includes Jewish stu-
dents and groups among its organizers,
who have rejected allegations their

movement is antisemitic. Some Jewish
and Israeli students have said the pro-
tests are intimidating.

“Canceling these taxpayer funds is
our strongest signal yet that the Federal
Government is not going to be party to
an educational institution like Colum-
bia that does not protect Jewish stu-
dents and staff,” Leo Terrell, who leads
the Justice Department’s antisemitism
task force, said in a statement.

Columbia has said it has worked to
address antisemitism and other preju-
dice on its campus while fending off ac-
cusations from civil rights groups that it
is eroding academic freedom of speech.
It has disciplined dozens of pro-Pales-
tinian students and staff over the last
year, in many cases issuing suspen-
sions, and twice called in police to have
protesters arrested, which was widely
criticized by faculty.

Samantha Slater, a Columbia
spokesperson, said school staff “pledge
to work with the federal government to
restore Columbia’s federal funding.”

“We take Columbia’s legal obliga-
tions seriously and understand how se-
rious this announcement is and are
committed to combating antisemitism
and ensuring the safety and wellbeing
of our students, faculty, and staff,” her
statement said.

Slater did not say whether the school
had been told which grants and con-
tracts were affected, and the govern-
ment departments did not respond to
questions.

The Civil Rights Act’s Title VI allows
the government to investigate schools
that receive federal funding if they are
accused of discrimination. 

The New York Civil Liberties Union
said Friday’s announcement of immedi-
ate cuts was misusing the law to punish
political speech. “It is unconstitutional
and unprecedented, but it is entirely
consistent with Trump’s long-held de-
sire to silence views with which he dis-
agrees and clamp down on protest,” NY-
CLU Executive Director Donna Lieber-
man said in a statement. 

US cancels $400M in funds for Columbia
Cites antisemitism
allegations at school
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WASHINGTON – Officials involved in
diversity, equality, inclusion and acces-
sibility programs at the U.S. Office of the
Director of National Intelligence have
been ordered to resign or be fired, the
lawyer for two of the officials said on Fri-
day.

Attorney Kevin Carroll said he did not
know how many other ODNI officials
had received the directive beyond his
clients.

Unlike the CIA, which issued a simi-

lar order last month to 51 officers tempo-
rarily assigned to diversity programs,
ODNI was giving those who received
one a chance to appeal to Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, he
said.

“Like their colleagues at CIA, they are
being told that they cannot apply for
other jobs; unlike CIA, they are being
given a right to appeal to the DNI,” said
Carroll, a former undercover CIA officer.

An ODNI spokesperson did not im-
mediately respond to a request for com-
ment. Nearly two weeks ago, a federal
judge refused to halt the firings of the

CIA officers who were terminated under
President Donald Trump’s January 20
executive order eliminating diversity,
equality, inclusion and accessibility
programs across the federal govern-
ment. One of Carroll’s clients said in an
email reviewed by Reuters that they
were told to report at 11:45 a.m. Eastern
on Monday to the ODNI visitors center,
where they were expected to resign, ac-
cept deferred resignation by September
30 or be fired after 90 days of paid ad-
ministrative leave.

They also could submit a written ap-
peal of the order, the email said.

The client, whose identity was not
disclosed, said they were told they were
ineligible for reassignment to another
post. The CIA this week terminated an
unspecified number of recent hires in
cuts that current and former U.S. intelli-
gence officials warned would risk dam-
aging U.S. national security, according
to three people familiar with the matter.

Those firings under Trump’s new CIA
director, John Ratcliffe, come as the Re-
publican president presides over mas-
sive federal workforce reductions over-
seen by billionaire Elon Musk and his
Department of Government Efficiency. 

Lawyer: Diversity dismissals begin at intel agency
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