
Democrat and Chronicle - 03/06/2025 Page : A11

March 6, 2025 6:05 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

DEMOCRATANDCHRONICLE.COM | THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2025 | 11A

The U.S. has cut off intelligence-
sharing with Kyiv, said CIA Director
John Ratcliffe on Wednesday, in a move
that could seriously hamper the Ukrai-
nian military’s ability to target Russian
forces.

The decision to cut off intelligence-
sharing and military aid to Ukraine
starkly illustrates the Trump admini-
stration’s willingness to play hardball
with an ally to force it to the negotiating
table.

President Donald Trump said on
Tuesday he received a letter from Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
which the Ukrainian leader expressed
willingness to come to the negotiating
table over the Russia-Ukraine war.

“I think on the military front and the
intelligence front, the pause (that
prompted Ukraine’s president to re-
spond) I think will go away,” Ratcliffe
told Fox Business Network.

“I think we’ll work shoulder to shoul-
der with Ukraine as we have to push
back on the aggression that’s there, but
to put the world in a better place for
these peace negotiations to move for-
ward,” he said.

Three sources familiar with the situ-
ation also confirmed that U.S. intelli-
gence-sharing had stopped. It was not
immediately clear to what extent the
U.S. had cut back on the sharing.

One of the sources said that intelli-
gence-sharing had only “partially” been
cut, but was unable to provide more de-
tail.

Since the start of the war in 2022, the
U.S. has provided Ukraine with signifi-
cant intelligence, including critical in-
formation its military needs for target-
ing purposes.

U.S. National Security Adviser Mike
Waltz told reporters Wednesday morn-
ing that the U.S. “had taken a step back”
and that the administration was “re-
viewing all aspects” of its intelligence
relationship with Ukraine.

Waltz also said that the U.S. was ac-

tively engaged in talks with Ukraine
about moving negotiations forward on a
minerals deal and a potential peace deal
with Russia.

“I think we’re going to see movement
in very short order,” he said. 

Trump may restore aid pending
measures, White House says

Trump will consider restoring aid to
Ukraine if peace talks are arranged and
confidence-building measures are tak-
en, Waltz said on Wednesday.

Waltz said Zelenskyy’s letter to
Trump was a “good, positive first step.”
Officials were in discussions over a date,
location and negotiating team that
would lead to an end to the war, he said.

“We’re already talking about confi-
dence-building measures that we’ll
then take to the Russians and test that
side,” he said in an interview with the
“Fox & Friends” program.

Waltz did not say what the confi-
dence-building measures would be.

Trump said on Tuesday night that
Ukraine was ready to sign a minerals

gotiations and move towards these ne-
gotiations, and in fact, put some confi-
dence-building measures on the table,
then the president will take a hard look
at lifting this pause,” Waltz said.

“We have to know that both sides are
sincerely negotiating towards a partial,
then a permanent, peace.”

Scholz, Zelenskyy discuss Trump

Germany’s outgoing Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and Zelenskyy on Wednesday
discussed Trump’s role in negotiations
to achieve peace in Kyiv’s war with Rus-
sia.

“Both agreed on the importance of
the U.S. president’s leadership role, also
with a view to achieving a swift start to a
ceasefire and lasting peace for Ukraine,”
a German government spokesperson
said.

Following the call, Zelenskyy said on
X he had held “an honest conversation
about various issues and our vision for
the future security architecture” with
Scholz.

Zelenskyy said on Tuesday he was
ready to work with Trump following di-
sastrous talks between the two last
week.

“We all want a safe future for our peo-
ple. Not a temporary ceasefire, but an
end to the war once and for all. With our
coordinated efforts and U.S. leadership,
this is entirely achievable,” Zelenskyy
said after the call with Scholz.

Scholz also reiterated Germany’s
continued and unwavering solidarity
with Ukraine, the spokesperson added.

On Tuesday, Zelenskyy also held a
phone call with chancellor-in-waiting
Friedrich Merz to discuss further coop-
eration.

deal with the U.S., which Washington
says is crucial to secure continued U.S.
backing for Ukraine’s defense.

“I think if we can nail down these ne-

White House says Trump
might consider restoring
aid if talks arranged 
REUTERS

Ukrainian military members carry the coffin of Vasyl Ratushnyi, a Ukrainian
serviceman who was killed fighting Russian troops at the front, during his
funeral ceremony in Kyiv on Wednesday. ROMAN PILIPEY/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

US stops sharing intelligence with Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy attends a meeting with
Portugal’s Prime Minister Luis
Montenegro via a video call, at his
office in Kyiv. 
UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE/

HANDOUT VIA AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

An analysis from John Burns Re-
search and Consulting, which focuses
on the housing industry, estimated the
cost of a newly constructed home will
increase by nearly 5% if the White
House’s proposed tariffs are imple-
mented, USA TODAY previously re-
ported. That’s about $21,000 on the
median-priced new home.

The White House imposed tariffs
Tuesday, and big trading partners in-
cluding Canada, China and Mexico hit
back.

Tariffs “are going to be an afforda-
bility shock if they come through,”
Matthew Saunders, senior vice presi-
dent of building products research at
the company, said in a February inter-
view.

Residential construction requires
many ingredients. In most categories,
the vast majority of the import sup-
plies come from the trading partners
targeted by tariffs. Roughly 60% of all
hardware imports come from China,
Canada and Mexico, according to
Saunders’ analysis. Nearly three-
quarters of imported sawmill wood
products come from Canada. And per-
haps surprisingly, the U.S. imports
more major household appliances
from Mexico, by dollar amount, than
from China.

Though 5% may not sound like a lot,
some context is crucial. The median
price of a new home in December 2024
was $427,000, according to the Cen-
sus Bureau. That’s up 30% in five years
– and mortgage rates now are roughly
double what they were just before the
COVID-19 pandemic.

And tariffs might also have some
knock-on effects, Saunders said. For
example, domestic suppliers of ma-
terials are likely to raise their prices in
line with those from tariff-affected
countries simply because they can.

The simmering trade war with Can-
ada is also likely to affect the supply of

lumber in the longer run, said Stinson
Dean, an investor who runs Deacon
Lumber.

“The bigger problem is the long-term
effect of making sawmill operations in
Canada unviable because of their in-
creased cost to do business in the U.S.,”
Dean said. “We don’t need that much
lumber right now because of the state of
the housing market, but eventually
that’ll change, and we’ll need all the
lumber we can get.”

When consumer demand for new
homes perks up – likely when mortgage
rates fall significantly – the production
capacity won’t be there, he said. 

“You don’t even have to implement
the tariff. The threat of the tariff has al-
ready done the damage to potential in-
creases in supply,” Dean said.

Higher costs for building materials
also exacerbate severe labor shortages
in the construction industry, Saunders
said. Many homebuilders won’t be able
to swallow all of the additional costs,
and at some point consumers won’t be
able to afford to buy.

“In terms of immigration, potential
deportations, tariffs, these are all add-
ing to what’s already an unsupportable
environment,” he said.

More expensive homes
expected with new tariffs

Andrea Riquier
USA TODAY

An analysis estimated the cost of a
newly constructed home will increase
by nearly 5% with the new tariffs
implemented, which is about $21,000
on a median-priced new home.
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Supplies from lumber to
hardware could see hike

After Friday’s economic spending
blackout, activists who support diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion initiatives are
preparing for further boycotts.

The consumer spending blackout
was a nationwide push encouraging
Americans who support DEI to not shop
for 24 hours. The Instagram handle
“TheOneCalledJai” said the day was de-
signed to show that “we the people are
the system.”

The same group behind Friday’s ac-
tion is planning more boycotts targeting
Amazon, Nestle, Target, Walmart, Mc-
Donald’s and General Mills in addition
to two more spending blackouts. 

The second blackout focuses on cut-
ting spending with online retailer Ama-
zon. The boycott will run March 7-14. 

Target is also facing an indefinite
boycott after phasing out its DEI initia-
tives. Minnesota activists encouraged
consumers to stop shopping at the ma-
jor retailer indefinitely until it changes
its policies, said Nekima Levy Arm-
strong, a civil rights attorney and foun-
der of the Racial Justice Network.

Pastor Jamal-Harrison Bryant, sen-
ior pastor of New Birth Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Georgia and an activist
and author, has called on the faith com-

munity to start a 40-day fast from
shopping at Target during Lent start-
ing Wednesday, which is Ash Wednes-
day. The website targetfast.org also
has been created to offer information.

Latino people are also being en-
couraged to freeze spending in re-
sponse to freezes on DEI policies,
funding for the National Institutes of
Health and actions on immigration.
Both the #LatinoFreezeMovement and
#LatinoFreeze urge Latino people to
purchase essential items only and fo-
cus on shopping at “Latino American,
Black American and Allied American
Businesses that are supportive to this
movement.”

Meanwhile, comedian and actress
Leslie Jones announced on her Insta-
gram account planned boycotts and
buying actions starting in February
and continuing through the end of the
year. 

“TheOneCalledJai” also shared a fli-
er that lays out a series of boycotts:

h Nestle: March 21-28
h Walmart: April 7-14, May 20-26
h Second economic blackout:

April 18
h General Mills: April 21-28
h Amazon: May 6-12
h Target: June 3-9
h McDonald’s: June 24-30
h Independence Day boycott: July

4

An economic blackout targeting online retailer Amazon is scheduled for March
7 through March 14. PROVIDED BY AMAZON
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Pro-DEI activists plan
more company boycotts

“We have to know that both

sides are sincerely

negotiating towards a

partial, then a permanent,

peace.”
Mike Waltz
U.S. national security adviser


