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18 MONTHS
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING*
*With approved credit.

PLUSAll-Weather Wicker Sectionals $1899From

Five-Piece Dining Sets &
Four-Piece Seating Groups $599Starting at

Umbrellas $99From Gas Firepits $699From

OUR BIGGEST OUTDOOR FURNITURE SALE EVER!

30-50%
ALL OUTDOOR FURNITURE*

OFF

GUARANTEED Lowest Prices in the USA
You’ll find the best prices in the nation on all outdoor essentials. Period.

585-432-1034 | cloverhomeleisure.com
960 East Ridge Road, Rochester, NY 14621

THIS WEEKEND ONLY

The New York State Community
Commission on Reparations Remedies
hosted a public hearing March 4 at the
Memorial Art Gallery in Rochester to
discuss the impact of slavery and sys-
temic discrimination through commu-
nity engagement and research.

The hearing centered on Rochester’s
history, highlighting the displacement
of Black communities caused by urban
renewal policies, including the destruc-
tion of the historic Clarissa Street neigh-
borhood and the development of the In-
ner Loop.

The NYSCCRR comprises nine com-
missioners from across the state. Its
goal is to develop actionable and equi-
table recommendations for reparative
policies in New York state.

“We are really proud that New York
state is only the second state to estab-
lish a statewide effort to look at repara-
tions and its enduring harm,” said Sea-
nelle Hawkins, chair of the NYSCCRR.
“California — you all know — is the first,
and we are the second, so it provides
New York an opportunity to lend itself
as a leader in this work.”

During the hearing, presentations
were given on urban renewal and the
history of slavery in New York state and
Rochester.

The public comment portion of the
evening allowed attendees three min-
utes to share their own experiences with
racism, discrimination, and the en-
slavement of their ancestors. They were
also able to give the commission feed-
back and suggestions on what to pro-
pose.

Many of the 31 people who signed up
to speak said they would like their rep-
arations in the form of cash, education,
health care, “40 acres and a mule,” and
reform in the carceral system.

If you want to share your testimony,
email ReparationsCommission@repa-
rations.ny.gov or call 518-473-3997.

Reparations
commission
holds hearing
in Rochester
Justice Marbury
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Reconnect Rochester plans to intro-
duce a traffic project that will provide
more safety for pedestrians in down-
town Rochester.

The Downtown SmART Streets will
have curb extension murals designed
to slow traffic near walkways. This ini-
tiative is just one of Reconnect Roches-
ter’s 2025 project plans to help in-
crease pedestrian safety in Rochester.

The project was inspired by the Arts
in the Right of Way program in Wash-
ington, D.C., designed to improve pe-
destrian safety and enhance the look of
the streetscape.

Also known as bulb-outs, curb ex-
tensions widen the sidewalk into the
roadway at intersections. These fea-
tures are meant to encourage slower
driving and shorten crosswalks for pe-
destrians. The curb extensions will be
painted with colorful murals designed
by local artists.

According to the NYS Clear Crash
database, there were 20 traffic-related
pedestrian fatalities in 2023.

Reconnect Rochester conducted a
Street Walk downtown using informa-
tion from crash safety data, an AARP

Walk Audit, and the Ground Mural Best
Practices Guide to identify locations
with safety concerns.

Here are the intersections selected
for the mural installations:

h East Main and Gibbs streets
h Broad and Fitzhugh streets
Reconnect Rochester will track pe-

destrian and vehicle speed data before
and after the installation of the curb

extensions to measure the impact on
safety and traffic behavior.

In collaboration with Dunwoode De-
sign, Shawn Dunwoody will select local
artists to paint the murals. 

Reconnect Rochester has released a
Request For Qualifications and will ac-
cept local submissions through March
22. Artists can also apply at bit.ly/
downtownrocmural.

Safety initiative to bring
murals to downtown streets
Genae Shields
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Reconnect Rochester has announced a new sidewalk project inspired by the
Washington, D.C. Arts in the Right of Way program.
PROVIDED BY RECONNECT ROCHESTER

To expand access to positive rent re-
porting, the Rochester City Council is
set to vote March 25 on a grant agree-
ment with ESL Charitable Foundation
Inc., for a one-year grant of $62,324.59.

Mayor Malik Evans partnered with
Credit Builders Alliance on Jan. 27 to
announce the positive-only rent re-
porting pilot initiative, which aims to
help Rochester renters establish or im-
prove their credit scores. With this ini-

tiative, renters can boost and build their
credit scores by making on-time pay-
ments, while late payments will not af-
fect credit.

According to Evans the initiative is
important for individuals who have
been shut out of financial systems.

“Positive-only rent reporting is
about providing opportunities, particu-
larly for Black and brown residents, to
participate in the mainstream financial
system by building credit,” Evans said.

This grant funding will allow the Of-
fice of Financial Empowerment to ex-
pand the pilot for positive rent report-

ing and help housing providers to inte-
grate financial counseling and positive
rent reporting to promote the financial
stability of low-income tenants.

Rachel Levy-Culler, a senior special-
ist at Credit Builders Alliance in housing
innovations, discussed the initiative
and the importance of having a good
credit score.

“Positive-only rent reporting is a
safe, accessible and affordable way for
renters to build credit. Having a good
credit score allows us to access a variety
of things we need to build financial sta-
bility and to build wealth,” Culler said.

Council to vote on grant to boost renters’ credit
Kerria Weaver
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