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TYASIA
MANNING
25 years old

Died July 28, 2024

PHYLICIA
COUNCIL
33 years old

Died July 28, 2024

couch, “either making a TikTok or
watching a TikTok,” and trying to con-
vince her mom to join her for a trip or a
concert or a paint night. Her sister
would probably join her instead. The
pair had an “unbreakable bond,” Din-
kens said. 

On Facebook, Tiarra Jenkins has
shared dozens of photos of her sister
since her death.

“Making memories without you is
weird as hell,” she wrote in one post. In
another: “No more holidays, birthdays
or trips with you and it’s the absolute
worst.”

The day Phylicia Council was killed
was supposed to be a normal day.

Council, 33, was running late to a bar-
becue at Maplewood Park. She had a
natural flair for fashion — hair, nails,
shoes — and tried on a dozen outfits be-
fore leaving the house, calling her mom,
Stephanie Dinkens, and her sister Tiarra
Jenkins on the way.

Her mother said Council was fussing
about finding parking and talked about
coming over for dinner after. It was a
normal conversation on a normal day.
But this would not be a normal day.

Council was killed July 28 during a
mass shooting at the Rochester park. 

“She was the wrong person to go,”
Dinkens said. “Not that I would pick
anybody to go — but why Phylicia?” 

Dinkens described her daughter as
loving and generous. She worked with
autistic youth at Hillside Children’s
Center in Henrietta and considered her
clients there “her kids.”

She kept blessing bags of snacks and
drinks in her car to give to unhoused in-
dividuals she ran into, a tradition her
family has kept up in her absence. And
she had just launched her own business,
Imperfectly Perfect, offering party plan-
ning and decorating services. “When I
think of Phylicia, I think of independ-
ence,” Dinkens said. “Of free spirit. Just
happiness.” 

Even after she was shot, Dinkens
said, her daughter didn’t want anyone to
worry about her.

“She kept telling them that she was
OK,” Dinkens said.

Who was Phylicia Council?

Council was the first-born of four,
with a younger sister, Tiarra, and two
brothers, Timmie and Terrence. Din-
kens was a single mom who had lost her
own mother at a young age. She stayed
close with her own siblings and leaned
on a neighbor, “Aunt Bertha,” for help
watching the kids.

Council and her mother had a close
relationship. “It was me and Phylicia be-
fore it was any of the other ones,” she
said. “We went through some trials and
tribulations, but we got through it to-
gether.”

Most of the girl’s childhood summers
were spent visiting her father, Alex
Reese Council, at his home in Florida. At
her celebration of life in August, her fa-
ther said he had watched Council “grow-
ing into the woman that she was sup-
posed to be.”

These days, Dinkens misses Council
the most in the everyday moments
around the house. If she were here now,
Council would be kicked up on the

A friend also lost her life at
Maplewood Park that day

LaQuita Roundheart looks at her four
daughters like pieces of a puzzle, each
one building off the one before to com-
plete the family she calls her greatest
blessing.

Tyasia Manning was the baby, the fi-
nal puzzle piece.

She was the peacemaker, everyone’s
biggest supporter, and always full of joy.
She wanted everyone to feel taken care
of, Roundheart said, so when Manning
was killed July 28 at a mass shooting at

a barbecue in Maplewood Park, it felt
like the air was sucked out of her body.

“ Ty? I just kept saying that,” Round-
heart said. “ Ty? Ty don’t bother nobody.
Ty don’t do nothing. Ty is so sweet. Ty is
the baby! Everybody kept saying, Ty?
That’s why I say it’s the missing piece of
the puzzle, because Ty is the one that
kept us all together.” 

Manning had three sisters: Tashae,
Taneisha and Tiara. But she considered
everybody family — God sisters and
brothers, friends, her “second” moms —
and extended her love as such. If there
was a birthday party for a little one in
the family, Manning was there, wearing
the silly hat and running the face paint-
ing station. 

When her boyfriend’s grandparents
fell sick, Manning stepped in as their
caretaker. A few years later, when his
mom got cancer, Manning was there to
help pick her up on the days she was too
weak and fell out of bed. 

In videos where her sisters are danc-
ing or showing off new outfits, you can
always hear Manning in the background
hype them up. Roundheart remembers a
younger version of her daughter singing
The Temptations to avoid bedtime and
convince her to let her sleep with mom.

Who was Tyasia Manning?

Her favorite color was bright green, a
symbol of her joy. 

She had just started a job at a sum-
mer arts program at the Carter Street R-
Center when she was killed. One stu-
dent later told Roundheart that her
daughter was the staff member that
would always challenge the kids to a
race — and win. 

Roundheart said it was Manning’s
smile and infectious energy that got her
the job. “Tyasia had this radiant smile,”
Roundheart said.

“She was like my little ray of sun-
shine. My little light.” 

Those that love her are still navigat-
ing what a world without her looks like. 

Sometimes Roundheart brings a pic-
nic lunch to her gravesite. She can hear
Manning talking junk about the sushi
she brings to eat. Her daughter never
liked that. 

She wears her ankle bracelets and
rings and has plans to fix up a necklace
with Manning’s name for her grand-
daughter. There are posters of her and
shrines all over the house. 

“Everybody wants a piece of Ty that
they can have,” she said. 

Family members are still waiting for
an arrest in the Maplewood shooting.
Manning is not forgotten. 

“I want people to know that Ty is
loved,” Roundheart said. “Still. Not in
the past tense. She is loved. Every day I
wake up on Facebook I see green
hearts.”
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Phylicia Council was
known for her style.
Hair, nails, shoes —
she had it all. PROVIDED
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Tyasia Manning’s
favorite color was

bright green, a
symbol of her joy. 
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Shots rang out at Maplewood
Park. Two friends died
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It is a sad truth that Rochester is in-
timately aware of the emotional costs of
gun violence.

There is the loss of life — of children,
friends, partners, parents, extended
family and colleagues — and the un-
quantifiable grief that follows. There are
the life-altering injuries and the mental
scars of trauma. There is the shock and
fear and anger that ripples through
neighborhoods and disrupts communi-
ty.

We know less about the financial im-
pact: How much does a single homicide
cost taxpayers — and why should we
care?

One estimate? Roughly $1.2 million
spent on every homicide.

The National Institute for Criminal
Justice Reform published a national cost
of gun violence report last year after
studying the government response to
shootings in over 25 cities. NICJR’s exec-
utive director, David Muhammad, said
understanding the economic cost of gun
violence might help fuel more invest-
ment in preventative work. 

“The government response to every
shooting is necessarily significant and

therefore expensive,” he said. “It is im-
portant to calculate these costs so the
government and the public are clear
about how much we are spending on
each shooting and how adequate invest-
ment in effective community interven-
tion services can both save lives, but also
reduce taxpayer spending on respon-
ding to shootings.” 

Each fatal shooting costs
taxpayers $1.2 million, study says

Researchers from NICJR broke down
the unit cost of homicides and non-fatal
shootings by looking at what happens
after the trigger is pulled, from the im-
mediate police and EMT response to the
medical costs, efforts at prosecution and
victim support services that come to-
gether in the days, weeks and months
that follow.

This calculation includes things like
the money spent to clean up a crime
scene, salaries paid out to police and
court personnel, the cost of incarcerat-
ing someone who was convicted of a
shooting, and funds that pay for funerals
or help a family recoup lost wages. It also
includes the lost tax revenue for the gov-
ernment when an individual is killed or
injured and can no longer work. 

The researchers calculated two num-

bers: A unit cost that includes all of those
fees and an average cost that considers
that certain costs are not incurred for ev-
ery incident. They found: 

h A single gun homicide could cost
more than $1.2 million. The average na-
tional cost of a homicide was about
$625,000. 

h Each non-fatal shooting could cost
taxpayers $700,000. The average cost
was $337,000. 

h Combined, gun violence costs
American taxpayers over $20 billion ev-
ery year. 

The true cost could be even higher.

City-specific data calculated in 25 cities
found costs as high as $4 million per
homicide and $1.5 million per non-fatal
shooting.

And researchers used conservative
estimates and did not include indirect
expenses like decreased property values
in neighborhoods that see frequent
shootings or how just living near gun vi-
olence can leave you predisposed to
broader health issues.

What does this mean for
Rochester? 

Rochester has made great strides in
reducing gun violence over the last few
years since the city hit a record high for
homicides in 2021. Non-fatal shootings
and gun deaths both fell about one-third
in 2023, and we are continuing on a
downward slope.

2023 ended with 58 homicides
(though not all were gun deaths) and
about 289 shooting victims.

If we use the national NICJR data,
that means taxpayers here could have
spent over $200 million on the city,
county, state and federal response to gun
violence in Rochester last year alone.

We have reached out to the city to see
if they have ever attempted a cost analy-
sis of gun violence in Rochester. 

Homicides take a large financial toll on a city
Kayla Canne
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USA TODAY NETWORK A single gun
homicide could
cost more than
$1.2 million.
The average national
cost of a homicide
was about $625,000.

GUN DEATHS IN ROCHESTER


