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5 moves the Bills made in 
2024 that they may regret
SPORTS, 1C

In response to the death of Robert
Brooks, a Black man from Greece who
died after being fatally beaten by cor-
rections officers at Marcy Correctional
Facility on Dec. 9, the Police Account-
ability Board and community organiza-
tions hosted a community forum and
panel discussion called “How Many
More?: A Call for Change, Action, and
Accountability” Tuesday night.

The forum served as a platform for
those affected by incarceration-related
injustices. Several speakers shared
their experiences to aid in the call for re-
form. A group of students were also
there to sing and perform spoken word
that focused on those who have lost
their life due to police brutality, racism,
and what comes with being incarcerat-
ed.

Community leaders, elected officials,
residents and the friends and family of
Robert Brooks joined together in the
East High school auditorium to not only
remember Robert Brooks but also to
urge people to make a change.

‘I demand that justice prevail’

Robert Ricks, father of Robert
Brooks, said he cries for justice for his
son.

“My desire for my son is no different
than my desire for your son if our roles
were reversed, I demand that justice 

Death spurs demand for justice

A life-size standing photo of Robert Brooks stands near the entrance to a community forum and panel discussion put on by
the Rochester Police Accountability Board at East High School on Tuesday. Brooks died after being beaten by white
corrections officers at Marcy Correctional Facility on Dec. 9. PHOTOS BY SHAWN DOWD/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Robert Brooks’ family, community members call for change 

Raised hands fill the forum crowd as Robert Ricks, father of Robert Brooks, asked
for people to raise their hands if they saw the video of his son’s beating.

Kerria Weaver
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Robert Ricks speaks at the forum. See JUSTICE, Page 5A

Don’t blink.
President Donald Trump, the sequel,

has moved in his opening days with a
velocity faster than any other modern-
day president, testing the boundaries of
his power and challenging the checks
and balances that have marked Ameri-
ca’s democracy from its founding. 

He has even pitched plans to redraw

the map of the world, from Greenland to
Gaza.

In less than three weeks.
Trump is stymieing laws, notably the

bipartisan bill banning TikTok. With-
holding appropriated funds, although a
second federal judge on Monday tempo-
rarily blocked the administration’s
sweeping freeze on federal grants and
loans. Dismantling government agen-
cies, starting with the U.S. Agency for
International Development; the Educa-

tion Department may be next. Redefin-
ing, by executive order, a constitutional
amendment guaranteeing birthright
citizenship. Threatening, imposing and
pausing tariffs on foreign countries, rat-
tling markets and allies.

Plus Thursday’s “Fork in the Road”
deadline for about 2 million federal
workers to decide whether to take an
unprecedented offer of buyouts. Even 

See TRUMP, Page 7A

COMMENTARY

Territorial expansion, executive orders, retribution 
Trump moves at fiber-optic speed to reshape government, the world

Susan Page
USA TODAY

President Donald Trump had signed 53
executive orders as of Monday
according to the American Presidency
Project at the University of California
at Santa Barbara, with more possible.
GREG LOVETT/PALM BEACH POST FILE

The Onondaga County Medical Ex-
aminer this week ruled that Marcy Cor-
rectional Facility inmate Robert Brooks’
death was a homicide, Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul said in a statement.

Brooks, of Greece, died Dec. 10, hours
after being beaten by corrections offi-
cers at the prison.

“I believe the legal process must
quickly move forward with criminal
charges being filed and arrests being
made,” Hochul said in her statement.
“Those responsible for Mr. Brooks’
death must be held accountable to the
fullest extent of the law, and I recognize
the need to build an airtight prosecution
to ensure those individuals are brought
to justice.”

The medical examiner’s ruling came
following an autopsy. 

“From the autopsy, I can confirm the
report indicates the cause of death is
compression of the neck and multiple
blunt force injuries,” Elizabeth Mazur, a
Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym part-
ner and one of the lawyers representing
the Brooks estate, said on Wednesday.

Brooks, who was serving a 12-year
sentence for the 2016 stabbing of his
longtime girlfriend, was moved from
Mohawk Correctional Facility in Rome
to Marcy Correctional Facility near Ut-
ica on Dec. 9. That same day, multiple
officers repeatedly punched him, hit
him with a shoe, lifted him up by his
neck, pushed him up against a wall and
stripped him of his clothing.

The incident was captured on body
cams worn by the officers.

Brooks was transported to a Utica
hospital on Dec. 9 after the beating, the
AG’s Office said, and was pronounced
dead in the early morning hours of
Dec. 10.

The state Attorney General’s Office of
Special Investigation opened an inves-
tigation on Dec. 16. A month later, mem-
bers of Brooks’ family filed a civil rights
lawsuit seeking unspecified compensa-
tory damages. Due to conflicts of inter-
est within the Attorney General’s Office,
the AG’s Office has since recused itself
and assigned Onondaga County District

Inmate’s
fatal beating
is ruled a
homicide
Emily Barnes
New York Connect Team 

USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOMICIDE, Page 5A
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ROCHESTER -  on February 2, 2025.
It is with deep sadness that the family of Fred-

erick Smith Mee announces his passing on Feb-
ruary 2, 2025, peacefully at the age of 90, 
surrounded by his loved ones. Born on 
July 3, 1934, to Austin and Cecelia Mee, 
Fred lived a life full of service, love, and 

laughter.
A proud U.S. Army Veteran, Fred served his 

country honorably during the Korean War. Af-
ter his military service, Fred attended St. John 
Fisher College and the University of Rochester.  
He dedicated much of his professional life to 
helping others, working for the American Heart 
Association, the Association for the Blind, and 
the American Cardio-Tronics Corp., where his 
contributions made a lasting impact on health 
and wellness in the community.

Fred was a devoted husband to his late wife, 
Pamela Mee, and a loving father to six children: 
Michael, Karen, Marcella, Aaron, Veronica, and 
Ian. He was predeceased by his wife, Pamela; his 
brother, Austin Mee Jr.; and two of his children, 
Michael and Karen. Fred leaves behind a lasting 
legacy of love and joy through his surviving chil-
dren, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
extended family and friends.  He narrowly missed 
becoming a great-great grandfather as well.

Known for his playful pranks, quick wit, and 
infectious sense of humor, Fred had a remarkable 
ability to bring laughter to everyone around him. 
His warmth and spirit will be deeply missed by 
all who knew him.

Fred is also survived by his sister, Nancy Dunn, 
as well as many beloved relatives and friends who 
will forever remember him for his fun-loving 
personality and unwavering devotion to his family.

Fred’s laughter, generosity, kindness, and vi-
brant spirit will remain in the hearts of all who 
loved him.

Friends are invited to call Sunday Only from 
1 - 4 pm at the DiPonzio Funeral Home, Inc. 
(219 Spencerport Rd.) On Monday all are asked 
to meet the family at 9:30AM in St. Theodore’s 
Church (168 Spencerport Rd.) for Fred’s funeral 
Liturgy. Interment private.

Frederick Smith Mee

*Bosch (Parker), Patricia A. Parish of The Holy Family ChurchFeb 11 11:00amDiPonzio Funeral Home, Inc.Feb 03Spencerport, NY65 -
*Mee, Frederick Smith -Feb 10 09:30amTrippe, John NyslfdFeb 02Rochester, NY90 Private
*Noah PVT, Zakari R. -- -Fowler Funeral Home Inc.Jan 25Hamlin, NY20 -
*Pollack, Elisabeth T. Jennings, Nulton & Mattle Funeral HomeFeb 08 -Jennings Nulton & Mattle Funeral HomeFeb 01Fairport, NY80 -
*Swartz, Margaret (Peggy) Ellen -- --Feb 03Rockville, MD0 -
*Yannas, Konstantinos “Gus” Annunciation Greek Orthodox ChurchFeb 08 12:00pmProfetta Funeral ChapelFeb 04Irondequoit, NY69 White Haven Memorial Park

TODAY’S DEATH NOTICES

*Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at democratandchronicle.com/obituaries

Name Age Town, State Passed Arrangements Service Time Service Location Interment

SPENCERPORT - 
Passed away on Mon-
day February 3, 2025, 
at age 65.  For more in-
formation, please visit 
www.diponziofh.com

Patricia A. Bosch 
(Parker)

HAMLIN - Passed away 
unexpectedly on Janu-
ary 25, 2025, at the age of 

20.  Predeceased 
by his father 
Steven Noah, 
grandparents 

and great grandparents.  
He is survived by his 
Mom Mandi Noah, sister 
Meloni, brother Andrew, 
grandparents Charlene 
Favata (Larry Boyce), Maureen and Carl Mona-
han, aunt Kelli McBride, uncle and aunt Doug 
and Lisa Noah, as well as many cousins and dear 
friends.

Zak was a second-degree black belt in Karate.  
He participated in cross country, track and la-
crosse.  Zak loved sunsets and bonfires.  He was 
a life member of the VFW Auxiliary Post 202 in 
Holley, NY. Zak cherished time spent with his 
father and long walks on the beach with his be-
loved dog Diesel.

Family will receive friends on Monday, February 
10, 2025, from 3-7 pm at Fowler Funeral Home 
Inc., 340 West Ave., Brockport. Interment will be 
held in the spring.  Those wishing may contribute 
to a charity of choice in Zak’s memory.

Zakari R. Noah PVT

IRONDEQUOIT - 
Tuesday, February 4th, 
2025 peacefully sur-
rounded by his family 
at the age of 69.

Family and friends 
are welcome Saturday, 
February 8th from 
10am-12pm at Annun-
ciation Greek Ortho-
dox Church 962 East 
Ave. where a Funeral 
Service will follow at 
12pm. For a complete 
obituary please visit 
www.profettafuneral-
chapel.com

Konstantinos “Gus” 

Yannas

ROCKVILLE - Mar-
garet “Peggy” Ellen 
Swartz died peaceful-

ly at a nurs-
ing home in 
Rockville, MD 
on February 

3, 2025. She is prede-
ceased by her husband 
Jerome “Jerry” Swartz 
and her parents, Sam 
and Isabelle Gordon. 
She is survived by her 
sister Laura Gordon 
Siegelbaum of Rock-
ville, MD. Donations 
in her memory may 
be made to Chabad 
Lubavitch in Rochester.

Margaret (Peggy) 
Ellen Swartz

FAIRPORT - Febru-
ary 1, 2025.  For a full 
obituary and service 
information for Elisa-
beth, please visit www.
jenningsnultonmat-
tlefh.com

Elisabeth T. Pollack

prevail,” Ricks said. “I also demand
change because the reality is that our fa-
thers, mothers, sons, and daughters
they’re going to jail, systemic racism
makes it so, but I’m not convinced they
have to suffer such abuse there.”

Several individuals spoke about their
own experience of being incarcerated
from being beaten, assaulted, and called
derogatory terms. Many recalled how
traumatic the prison system can be and
how they feared to share with their loved
ones what was going on while being in-
carcerated.

Loved ones in jail in NY

Individuals with loved ones that are
incarcerated also spoke, showing how
they are also impacted and fight to sup-
port their loved one by visiting and call-
ing them constantly.

Mary Brooks, mother of Robert

Brooks, said she has seen bits and pieces
of the video of her son being beaten and
the only question she has is why? “I cry, I
get angry, I talk to my son as if he is right
here with me and I know in spirit he is,”
Brooks said. “I am okay because I know
nobody, no one can hurt my son no more,
they might want to, but they can’t.”

Rochester leaders discuss 
ways to move forward

By the end of the forum a panel dis-
cussion was held where community
leaders answered questions relating to
systemic issues, strategies that elevate
marginalized voices and what people
can do to create change.

Isaiah Santiago, Commissioner for
the Rochester City School Board, de-
scribed how the problem with systemic
issues is the basis that it was built on.
“Outside of the systematic issue, there’s
a community issue because we talk
about how the village builds a young per-
son, but what happens when the village
is messed up?” Santiago said. “How
much longer does a village sit and watch

our people die the way that they die?”
Organizers of the event encouraged

people to continue demanding for
change and how people should not stop
being active after the forum.

“It took my son to die for doors to be
open and for voices to be heard,” Brooks
said.

Kerria Weaver works as the Govern-
ment and You reporter for the Democrat

and Chronicle, with a focus on how gov-
ernment actions affect communities and
neighborhoods in Rochester and in Mon-
roe County. She wants local journalism
about government to be driven by regu-
lar people. What are you happy with or
upset about local government? Is there
an overlooked issue in your neighbor-
hood? Get in touch at kweaver@gan-
nett.com.

Justice
Continued from Page 1A

Mary Brooks, right, mother of Robert Brooks, gets a hug of support from Camille
Simmons, Rochester School Board president, at the community forum and panel
discussion. PHOTOS BY SHAWN DOWD/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Members of Mentoring and Inspiring Boys and Girls perform at the community
forum and panel discussion “How Many More?: A Call for Change, Action, and
Accountability” put on by the Rochester Police Accountability Board at East High
School on Tuesday. 

Attorney William Fitzpatrick as special
prosecutor.

Thirteen people involved in Brooks’
death have been suspended without
pay and are in the process of being ter-
minated. Another person resigned be-
fore suspension and termination. Three
additional Marcy Correctional Facility
correctional officers and one registered
nurse were suspended without pay on
Jan. 9. They have not been criminally

charged.
“The murder of Robert Brooks was

horrific, shocking all New Yorkers to our
very core,” Hochul said.

The governor added: “This reprehen-
sible act of violence demands the full
force of our justice system – the family
of Mr. Brooks deserves no further de-
lays.”

Brooks pleaded guilty to first-degree
assault, a felony, for stabbing his long-
time girlfriend on April 18, 2016, and was
sentenced to 12 years in state prison in
2017.

Reach Emily Barnes at
ebarnes@gannett.com.

Homicide
Continued from Page 1A


