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Elevate Dance Center, a dance and
community hub in southeast Roch-
ester, is celebrating its first anniver-
sary.

Since opening in early 2024, the
center at 80 Rockwood Place has
striven to do more than teach dance –
it aims to build bridges.

“Our community unites students
from 18 to 80, from all walks of life,
backgrounds and experience levels,”
co-founder Elyse Jurutka said.
“Here, people who might never have
crossed paths find connection,
friendship and even family through
the shared language of movement.”

She added, “No other studio in the

area offers such an inclusive, afford-
able and diverse dance experience
for all ages and experience levels.” 

Since opening in February 2024,
the center has quickly become a cor-
nerstone of Rochester’s dance com-
munity. The woman- and minority-
owned dance center has expanded
its offerings to include more than 15
weekly classes in diverse dance
styles, private instruction and social
events.

“One year ago, Elevate Dance Cen-
ter opened its doors as a dream real-
ized – bringing together passion,
hard work and community to create a
space where movement, creativity
and connection thrive,” co-founder
Darin Price said. “Here’s to many
more years of inspiring and growing
together.”

A lively dance class at Elevate Dance Center, with couples moving in sync. PROVIDED BY SALSERO ROC PHOTOGRAPHY
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A close-up moment of
connection during a partner
dance session. PROVIDED BY

SALSERO ROC PHOTOGRAPHY

Elyse Jurutka and Darin
Price, co-founders of Elevate
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INSPIRATION

Ruth Watanabe, librarian for the Eastman
School of Music, retired in 1984 ANNE LENNOX/
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Ruth Taiko Watanabe (1916-2005)

The head librarian of the Sibley Music Library at
the Eastman School of Music from 1947 to 1984,
she added hundreds of thousands of valuable

manuscripts to the collection
and was called “one of the
great music librarians of the
twentieth century.” She and
her parents, Japanese
immigrants, were forced into
an internment camp in
California in 1942 after the
outbreak of World War II. At
the time, she was a doctoral
student in English at the
University of Southern
California, where she also had
earned a master’s in music. At
the camp, she led music
programs for thousands of

people. After a few months, she left for the
Eastman School, where she eventually received a
Ph.D. in musicology. She contributed to

numerous publications and wrote books on
music research. She was a member of the
American Association of University Women and
served as president of the Rochester branch.
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In Livingston County, this
man defines neighborliness

Chris Pascuzzo of Retsof in the town
of York in Livingston County is the epit-
ome of a good neighbor. 

Every winter when we get plowable
snow, he’s out in the neighborhood
plowing out his neighbors’ driveways. 

One neighbor is elderly with cogni-
tive disabilities, another wears a heart
monitor, several others are widows who
live alone, and still another has cancer
and is dependent on oxygen.

When my neighbor, who passed
away last February, was fighting cancer,
Chris mowed her lawn, chauffeured her
to doctors’ appointments and made re-
pairs around her house.

He is a very modest, selfless person
who does what he can to help others
with no need for reward other than a
simple “thank you.”

— Sylva Valentino, Piffard, N.Y.

ACTS OF KINDNESS

Share your
story
Please share in an
email of 100 words
or less a story of an
act of kindness you
have witnessed or
experienced.
Please include your
name and a
relevant photo, if
possible. Send
these to Tamra
Coles at tcoles@
gannett.com with
the email subject
line “Acts of
Kindness.”
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