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In his first week in office, President Donald Trump

signed 10 executive orders and issued several direc-

tives aimed at fulfilling his promises of mass depor-

tations and stricter border security. Officials with the

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement have

reported a sharp rise in arrests as daily detentions

outpace the highest figures seen during the Obama

administration. h It’s not the first time the U.S. has

seen raids on immigrant communities to counter un-

rest and to appease calls to protect national security.

Here are a few notable ones from the past 106 years:

The Palmer Raids

After World War I, America experienced its first Red Scare
– a period of intense anti-immigrant sentiment driven by
fears of anarchism and Bolshevism after World War I. 

US has checkered
immigration history

Carlos Garcia leads a rally in 2019 in front of a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement office in Phoenix over Senate
Bill 1070, the toughest immigration enforcement measure in the country at the time. ANGELA PIAZZA/ARIZONA REPUBLIC FILE

Issue contentious long before Trump
David M. Zimmer NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK

A sign on an Oakland, Calif., grocery store reads “I AM AN
AMERICAN” on Dec. 8, 1941, the day after the attack on
Pearl Harbor. The store was closed and its owners, the
Matsuda family, were relocated and incarcerated under the
U.S. government’s policy of internment of Japanese
Americans. DOROTHEA LANGE/GETTY IMAGES FILESee IMMIGRATION, Page 4A

This winter, even by Rochester
standards, has been colder and snow-
ier than normal in January and Febru-
ary, bringing back memories of win-
ters past for longtime residents. 

During the three-day span from
Feb. 17-19, the average temperature has
been more than 10 degrees colder than
normal and more than 5 inches of
snow have lingered on the ground
amid the cold snap. 

What’s causing this cold snap? And
why might it have something to do
with a tropical oscillation? 

How cold weather is being
created

The world just had its warmest Jan-
uary ever, despite the below average
temperatures blanketing much of the
United States. 

The average temperature in Roch-
ester was 1.9 degrees colder than nor-
mal for January, a far departure from
last year’s warmest winter ever. 

So what’s making conditions so
frigid this time around? The answer
lies with a similar suspect – the polar
vortex – but in a different way than
normal.

The polar vortex is cyclical high-al-
titude winds that blow counterclock-
wise around the pole experiencing
winter in the stratosphere, the next
layer of atmosphere above the lowest,
the troposphere.

The polar vortex is not synonymous
with cold snaps, but when it slides to-
ward the United States, the polar jet
stream can mirror the distortion and
introduce Arctic air. 

While this distortion is often
caused by weakening of the polar vor-
tex, that’s not the case this time.

The polar vortex has actually been
considerably stronger than usual for
this time of year and has been since
November, said Laura Ciasto, author of
the Polar Vortex Blog and meteorolo-
gist at NOAA’s Climate Prediction Cen-
ter, in an email. “What has been catch-
ing everyone’s eye is the shape of the
polar vortex which has been stretched 

Arctic air
blast fuels
Rochester
cold snap
Interplay of weather
forces drive freeze
Steve Howe
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See COLD, Page 4A

ords to public view for the first time in
decades. Rochester officials released in-
formation on substantiated cases of po-
lice misconduct – but refused to make
public records that included complaints
dismissed by internal investigators, ar-
guing that it would present an “unwar-
ranted invasion of privacy.”

The city of Rochester must review
and release all police disciplinary rec-
ords upon request – even if allegations
of misconduct are found to be unsub-
stantiated, the state’s highest court has
ruled.

The decision upends a city practice
that kept some complaints of police mis-
conduct secret even though a change in
state law required their release. And it
sets a precedent for records requests re-
lated to police discipline statewide. 

“The question on this (case) is wheth-
er FOIL’s personal privacy exemption ...
provides a basis for agencies to categor-
ically withhold all disciplinary records

related to complaints against law en-
forcement officers that were not deemed
substantiated,” the state Court of Ap-
peals decision reads. “The answer is no.”

The records can still be redacted for
privacy-related information, the court
ruled. 

State lawmakers in 2020 repealed a
section of the Civil Rights Law known as
50-a, opening police disciplinary rec-

Court: Rochester must release police discipline records
Kayla Canne
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See POLICE RECORDS, Page 2A
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The Irondequoit Town Board held a
meeting Thursday night voting to cen-
sure Town Supervisor Andrae Evans.

This meeting comes after an investi-
gation that found evidence of Evans
sexually harassing a town employee
and retaliating against her, according to
a report.

At the start of the meeting, Evans
made a motion to move the matter of
discussion into executive session. After
almost an hour of being in executive
session, the council voted and passed a
resolution.

The board voted on a resolution that

would:
h Require Evans to work remotely,

except for attendance to town board
meetings.

h Prohibit him from entering non-
public areas of town hall.

h Place the job of hiring tow
n employees in the hands of town 
board.

h Require that town-related emails to
and from Evans be copied and dissemi-
nated to the town board.

h Prohibit Evans and his immediate
assistants from posting on town social
media accounts.

In response to the events Evans re-
leased a statement apologizing if his
statements at issue were misunder-
stood.

This vote also comes after Evans
lost the Irondequoit Democratic Com-
mittee vote for their chosen supervisor
candidate. The committee voted on
Wednesday with Councilman John
Perticone winning with 36 votes, and
with Evans getting 11 votes.

– Kerria Weaver works as the Gov-
ernment and You reporter for the Dem-
ocrat and Chronicle, with a focus on
how government actions affect com-
munities and neighborhoods in Roch-
ester and in Monroe County. She wants
local journalism about government to
be driven by regular people. What are
you happy with or upset about local
government? Is there an overlooked is-
sue in your neighborhood? Get in touch
at kweaver@gannett.com.

Irondequoit board votes to censure supervisor
Kerria Weaver
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Former Greece Deputy Supervisor Mi-
chelle Marini ripped off Greece taxpayers
by having town-contracted workers do
plumbing and other jobs at her home and
the homes of her children.

Marini, who pleaded guilty Thursday
to two felonies, used contractors from a
town community project to install a wa-
ter heater at her home and to perform
renovations at the homes of her children
– a toilet installation and heating-air
conditioning work.

Those jobs totaled more than $10,000.
Marini completed restitution to the town
Thursday as part of her plea.

Her plea may bring to an end the
questions about her criminal culpability
arising from her role as one of the most
powerful officials in Greece. But will resi-
dents see the sentence – a year of condi-
tional discharge, 40 hours of community
service, restitution and a $2,500 fine – as
just for Marini’s thumbing of her nose at
ethics and public trust?

“This was a violation of public trust,”
Assistant District Attorney Greg Clark,
the prosecutor in the case, said after Ma-
rini’s plea and sentencing. “Ms. Marini
was in a position to do the right thing and
she didn’t do it.”

Once Marini learned of the investiga-
tion last year, she approached the con-
tractors and offered to pay them for the
work, trying to pass off her previous fail-
ure to compensate them as a lapse of
memory. Those actions were an appar-
ent attempt to conceal her crimes, Clark
said.

Marini’s attorney, Jo-
seph Damelio, stressed
that Marini has had no
past crimes. She is re-
morseful and apologetic,
said Damelio, who in-
structed Marini not to
comment at the sentenc-

ing.
Her sentence is not unusual for her

crimes, grand larceny in the fourth de-
gree and filing of a false record. With
conditional discharge, the terms of her
plea and its sentence could be revisited if
she committed a crime during the next
year.

Longtime force in Greece

Marini served as deputy town super-
visor – second in command to Supervi-
sor Bill Reilich – for nearly a decade, from
2014 through December 2023. She
moved to Webster at the end of 2023 and
was hired as the director of constituent
services for Greece.

After she was criminally charged in
June, she resigned from the town and
has since retired. She will receive a pen-
sion.

Marini on Thursday also admitted
that she filed false campaign records
when she was treasurer for the Friends
of Greece Republicans in 2022. She did
not include records of reimbursement to
herself. And she admitted in her plea to
one instance of false filing, a payment to
herself of $655.

That campaign finance-connected
plea “resolved a long-term investigation
into similar conduct,” Clark said. Investi-
gators from both the DA’s office and
Board of Elections handled the criminal
probe.

In pending civil suits against the
town, Marini is accused of efforts to cov-

er up the 2021 drunken driving crash of
then Police Chief Drew Forsythe. Law-
yers for the town have countered that the
allegations are false.

What happened to the trackers?

Marini was also accused of official
misconduct, a misdemeanor, for alleged-
ly helping recruit a private investigator to
surveil two people – a Greece police offi-
cer on worker’s compensation leave and
a critic of the town, Ryan Murphy.

Tina Bachman, the wife of the officer,
has sued the town, alleging that a track-
ing device was placed on her car. The
lawsuit alleges that she alerted police to
some of Marini’s crimes and the worker’s
compensation investigation is retalia-
tory.

Ryan Murphy and his family have also
sued, alleging that his criticism of town
officials – he oversees a popular Face-
book page – prompted the surveillance
of his actions.

Damelio said Thursday that Marini
had nothing to do with the trackers.
Clark said the DA’s office is no longer in-
vestigating those allegations. He de-
clined to answer whether other law en-
forcement agencies are investigating.

– Gary Craig is a veteran reporter at
the Democrat and Chronicle who has
written extensively of allegations of mis-
conduct and crime involving Greece offi-
cials and police. An archive search shows
the first was 30 years ago, headlined
“Greece Police Probed,” about a state po-
lice investigation into alleged police mis-
conduct.

Ex-Greece official admits to 2 felony counts
Marini had town workers
at her, children’s homes

Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK Marini
A GPS
tracker
reportedly
found on
Ryan
Murphy’s
vehicle,
amid
controversy
in Greece.
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The Monroe County Sheriff’s Office
on Thursday identified the two women
who died in a Pittsford house fire last
month.

The pair who died in the blaze at 82
Callingham Road on Jan. 26 were Con-
stance Scott, 89, and Cheryl Halperyn,
80, both Pittsford residents, said sher-
iff’s spokeswoman Amy Young. Ac-
cording to Pittsford town tax records,
Halperyn owned 82 Callingham Road.
Young said that both women lived at
the home, which was heavily damaged
in the blaze.

Pittsford Fire Chief Steve Cline said
last month that the first firefighters on
scene on Jan. 26 found heavy flames
rising from the front corner of the
house Firefighters located two de-
ceased people within the house.

“Our sincere condolences to the
families and friends of both victims,”
Young said in a news release.

Fire officials continue to investigate
the blaze. A cause for the fire was not
released.

Callingham Road is located within a
neighborhood just south of Fairport
Road and near the town’s border with
Perinton.

2 Pittsford
women die
in fire at
residence 
Victoria E. Freile
New York Connect Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

The New York Civil Liberties Union
took the city to court for the refusal of
records.

Those against the release of un-
founded complaints argue that it could
lead to unjustified scrutiny of police offi-
cers that have been exonerated of
wrongdoing. 

Those who want the records say they
could reveal patterns of misconduct or
systemic issues in how police agencies
handle discipline.

Without the records, we have little
information about what kinds of com-
plaints are dismissed by police investi-
gators, how often and by what means.

The state Court of Appeals decision
on Thursday was unanimous and up-
held an appellate court ruling from
2022. 

“This landmark decision from New
York’s highest court is a huge win for
transparency,” Bobby Hodgson, assis-

tant legal director for NYCLU, said in a
statement. “It puts all police depart-
ments across our state on notice that
they cannot ignore or rewrite the law –
which is crystal clear in requiring them
to show the public their misconduct rec-
ords. 

“Rochester argued the police must be
trusted to police themselves in secrecy,
but that’s not how accountability
works, and this decision confirms that
it’s not how the law works either,” he
added. 

A spokesperson for the city of Roch-
ester said the court’s decision provided
clarity over how the change in state law
should be interpreted. 

“We are prepared to move forward in
accordance with the court’s decisions,”
the city said in a statement. 

D&C police discipline database

The Democrat and Chronicle main-
tains a database of police disciplinary
records we’ve received, read and sorted
through after filing hundreds of public
records requests statewide over the last

five years. More records will be
uploaded to the database in coming
months. 

Gannett, the parent company of the
D&C, has lawyers and reporters still
fighting to secure records that many of
the largest police departments across
the state are unwilling to give up – of-
ten stalling through exorbitant fees,
in-person requests or other unrealistic
requirements, along with legal chal-
lenges.

In light of the Court of Appeals deci-
sion, our reporters will also be follow-
ing up on public records requests for
unsubstantiated complaints of police
misconduct that were previously de-
nied by city officials. As we receive
those records, we will share what we
learn. 

– Kayla Canne covers community
safety for the Democrat and Chronicle
with a focus on police accountability,
government surveillance and how
people are impacted by violence. Fol-
low her on Twitter @kaylacanne and
@bykaylacanne on Instagram. Get in
touch at kcanne@gannett.com.

Police records
Continued from Page 1A


