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DETROIT – A project to keep invasive
carp species from reaching the Great
Lakes could be in jeopardy as the state
of Illinois halted its work, seeking as-
surances from the Trump administra-
tion that federal funding for the more
than $1.1 billion project will not be re-
voked.

The Brandon Road Interbasin Project
is a joint project between the federal
government and the states of Illinois
and Michigan on the Des Plaines River,
about 27 miles southwest of Chicago in
Joliet, Illinois, and about 40 miles from
Lake Michigan. A planned lock and dam
system there would include an electric
barrier, unappealing sounds for fish and
gates of bubbles as deterrents – all de-
signed to deter invasive bighead, silver,
black and grass carp from entering the
Great Lakes.

The carp were imported from Asia to
the southern U.S. in the 1960s and 1970s
to control algae blooms in aquaculture
facilities, farm ponds and sewage la-
goons. Floods and human mismanage-
ment helped the carp escape into the
Mississippi River system, where their
spread exploded. 

The carp grow fast, eat voraciously
and breed prolifically. A single female
can produce a million eggs or more, and
the fish can grow up to 100 pounds. Sci-
entists believe the invaders would out-
compete native species and Michigan’s
prized sports fish, creating ecological
chaos on the Great Lakes. Bighead and
silver carp are now within 47 miles of
Lake Michigan, according to the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
Rock Island Illinois District and the
states of Illinois and Michigan on July 1,
2024, announced the signing of a pro-
ject partnership agreement for the
Brandon Road lock and dam, moving it
into the construction phase. The agree-
ment allowed $274 million in federal
funding, including $226 million provid-
ed by then-President Joe Biden’s Bipar-

tisan Infrastructure Law, and $114 mil-
lion in state funding from Illinois and
Michigan to be used for construction of
the first of three construction incre-
ments of the $1.15 billion project.

But Illinois Department of Natural
Resources Director Natalie Phelps Fin-
nie, in a Feb. 10 letter to Col. Aaron Wil-
liams, commander of the Army Corps’
Rock Island District, advised that state
officials were postponing a Feb. 11 prop-
erty rights closing on riverbed property
needed in the first phase of construc-
tion.

“The Trump administration’s lack of
clarity and commitment to delivering
funds from the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law to the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources leaves the state to
anticipate a lack of federal funding for
the Brandon Road Project,” Phelps Fin-
nie stated.

She stated that the state would seek a
potential new property rights closing
date in May “to allow Illinois to receive
written assurances of federal funding.”

“We stand ready to move forward if
the administration provides the cer-
tainty to fund this critical project,”
Phelps Finnie stated.

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker said the
Trump administration, since taking of-
fice Jan. 20, has withheld $117 million in
federal grants for the Illinois DNR, forc-
ing the state to pause contracts and put
nearly 70 infrastructure projects on
hold.

“Despite court orders, the Trump ad-
ministration continues to withhold
funding from the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law for the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources – to create jobs
cleaning up abandoned mines and gas
wells that are polluting air and water in
rural communities,” Pritzker, a Demo-
crat, said in a statement.

“I have a responsibility to protect Illi-

nois taxpayers. If the federal govern-
ment does not live up to its obligations,
Illinois could unfairly suffer the burden
of hundreds of millions of dollars of li-
ability. We cannot move forward until
the Trump administration provides
more certainty and clarity on whether
they will follow the law and deliver in-
frastructure funds we were promised.”

Michigan DNR director Scott Bowen
also expressed his concern. 

“It is imperative that the work at
Brandon Road continues in order to pro-
tect the Great Lakes commercial and
recreational fishery, which is valued at
$7 billion annually and supports more
than 75,000 jobs,” he said.

The Brandon Road lock and dam “is
one of the most important Great Lakes
protection projects of the 21st century,”
said Joel Brammeier, president and CEO
of the nonprofit, Chicago-based Alli-
ance for the Great Lakes.

“Everybody who lives in Michigan,
and lots of people elsewhere, under-
stands the damage that invasive spe-
cies have done to the Great Lakes – to
tourism, costs to industries and utili-
ties, to recreation, to the quality of life of
people who live there.”

Great Lakes invaders such as sea
lampreys and zebra and quagga mus-
sels have meant “the citizens of Great
Lakes states are still paying – whether
they know it or not – hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars annually in costs from
previous invasions,” Brammeier said.
“So stopping new invasive species from
getting in is job one.”

Whether the Trump administration
had any intention of halting the Bran-
don Road project funds and whether it
will provide assurances of the project’s
future funding is unclear. The Army
Corps Rock Island District did not re-
spond to Free Press messages.

Brammeier noted the Corps had al-
ready begun prep work on the river
channel where facilities will be con-
structed and technology installed, and
that work is continuing. 

“(Illinois officials) put out there that
they want things to be back on track by
May,” he said. “I think the Army Corps
can weather that and keep its part of the
project moving. But you get beyond that
and you really start to run a much bigger
risk to the overall project.”

Great Lakes invasive carp barrier halted
Illinois seeks Trump
pledge for required funds
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Carp originally imported from Asia will become a problem if they reach the Great
Lakes. Floods and human mismanagement helped the carp escape into the
Mississippi River system, where their spread exploded.
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“We stand ready to move

forward if the

administration provides the

certainty to fund this critical

project.”
Natalie Phelps Finnie
Director, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

PHOENIX – Tribal citizens across
the nation were taken aback when a re-
cent article in an online publication
said the Trump administration had
questioned the legality of Native
American peoples’ birthright citizen-
ship.

Several Native American people
perceived passages in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice’s written defense of an
executive order ending birthright citi-
zenship for some as a direct assault on
tribal sovereignty and an attempt to
seize tribal lands, much of which holds
the nation’s largest remaining mineral
and fossil fuel resources.

One poster suggested the admini-
stration was attempting to suppress
the Native vote. “If Indigenous Peoples
aren’t ‘American,’ they can’t vote.”

The arguments were analyzed in a
story on Salon, which was shared on
social media platforms.

The outcry started after attorneys
for the Justice Department responded
to one of several lawsuits brought by 22
states, including Arizona, challenging
President Donald Trump’s executive
order that sought to end U.S. citizen-
ship extended to children born to par-
ents who are not in the country legally. 

The government’s argument hinged
on a clause in the 14th Amendment
that states, “All persons born or natu-
ralized in the United States, and sub-
ject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citi-
zens of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside.” The clause
“subject to the jurisdiction” of the Unit-
ed States meant that people in the
country without documentation are
not subject to the U.S.’s jurisdiction,
the federal government’s attorneys ar-
gued. 

The Justice Department’s written
response referred to a time when Na-
tive Americans were not U.S. citizens.
The attorneys said that because the
Civil Rights Act of 1866 excluded “Indi-

ans not taxed” from the legislation, the
14th Amendment also was meant to ex-
clude them.

Next, the Justice Department re-
ferred to an 1884 Supreme Court case,
Elk v. Wilkins, in which a Winnebago
tribal citizen was denied U.S. citizenship
in the department’s effort to convince a
federal judge in Washington state that
the 14th Amendment didn’t apply to the
children of people in the U.S. without
proper documentation.

People debated what the language
really meant: Was Trump attempting to
steal lands, deport Native people or re-

turn Native
America to the
days of federal
wardship?

One legal
scholar said
this was a case
of a lack of un-
derstanding of
what the case

really was.
Stacy Leeds, dean and law professor

at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of
Law at Arizona State University, said in
the era when the Supreme Court ruled in
the Elk v. Wilkins case, if a person was
born and lived on their own tribal lands
they would be regarded as a tribal citizen
and not an American citizen.

That case followed the 1866 Civil
Rights Act and the 14th Amendment ex-
empting “Indians not taxed” from birth-
right citizenship.

Over the decades, she said, the U.S.
has engaged with tribes, and some Na-
tive people were made U.S. citizens
through various pathways as tribal na-
tions formalized their governmental re-
lations with the federal government.
One way was through treaties; another
was through Congressional legislation.

The Snyder Act, also known as the In-
dian Citizenship Act, was enacted in
1924. “If there was a tribal citizen who
wasn’t already a U.S. citizen, they now
are,” she said.

Currently, Native people are consid-
ered to be dual citizens of their tribal na-
tion and the United States. 

“There’s nothing to indicate anybody
is taking away citizenship,” Leeds said.
“It’s pretty straightforward.”

Trump order sparks Native
American citizenship debate
Some call action assault
on tribal sovereignty
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Currently, Native
people are
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citizens of their tribal
nation and the United
States.

A Delta Air Lines regional jet carrying
80 people crashed in Toronto on Mon-
day, becoming the second high-profile
commercial aviation incident of 2025
and one of dozens of aviation accidents,
according to federal data.

No one was killed in Monday’s crash,
which happened when the Delta jet
crashed and apparently flipped while
landing at Toronto Pearson Interna-
tional Airport. The plane, which had de-
parted from the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport, was carrying 76
passengers and four crew members, the
Federal Aviation Administration said.
Of them, 17 people were taken to the
hospital with injuries.

Experts say aviation remains ex-
tremely safe, but Monday’s incident
comes on the heels of a crash outside of
Ronald Reagan Washington National
Airport that killed 67 people. It was the
first fatal crash of a U.S. airliner in al-
most 16 years, and was followed by a few
fatal private and charter crashes, all of
which have left travelers wondering if
flying is still the safest way to get
around. 

Question: How many incidents
have happened in 2025?

Answer: There have been 87 aviation
accidents in 2025 so far, according to
data from the National Transportation
Safety Board.

That includes 62 incidents in Janu-
ary and 25 in February, the agency says.

How many deadly plane crashes
have there been in 2025?

There have been 13 fatal aircraft acci-
dents this year, including 10 in January
and three in February as of Monday, ac-
cording to the safety board.

How many major U.S. plane crash-
es have there been in 2025? 

There have been four major deadly
U.S. aviation disasters so far this year.
They happened within the span of two
weeks in Washington D.C., Philadel-
phia, Alaska and Arizona.

How many people have died in ma-
jor plane crashes this year?

At least 85 people have died in four

major U.S. aviation disasters in 2025.
h An American Airlines regional jet

carrying 64 people and a U.S. Army
Black Hawk helicopter carrying three
people collided Jan. 9 near Reagan Na-
tional Airport in Washington D.C. after
the plane departed from Wichita, Kan-
sas. A total 67 people were killed.

h A small medical jet carrying a
child patient crashed into a Philadel-
phia neighborhood on Jan. 31. Seven
people died, including all six aboard
the plane and another in a car on the
ground.

h A small plane carrying 10 people
crashed Feb. 6 in Alaska after losing
speed and altitude and going missing
from the radar. The Cessna 208B
Grand was later recovered and all 10
victims died, the Alaska Department
of Public Safety confirmed.

h Two private jets collided Feb. 10 at
the Scottsdale Airport in Arizona, kill-
ing one person and injuring four oth-
ers.

Is flying still safe in the U.S.?
Air travel is the absolute safest form

of transportation, according to a 2024
report from the Bureau of Transporta-
tion Statistics. 

“Transportation incidents for all
modes claimed 44,546 lives in 2022, of
which all but 2,032 involved highway
motor vehicles. Preliminary estimates
for 2023 suggest a further decline in
fatalities,” the report states.

Contributing: Zach Wichter, Joey
Garrison and Amanda Lee Myers, USA
TODAY

Analyzing plane crashes
this year, including Toronto 
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Workers survey the site of a Delta Air
Lines plane crash at Toronto Pearson
International Airport on Tuesday.
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