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BUSINESS

Black History Month is a time to cele-
brate and recognize African Americans’
achievements, contributions, and expe-
riences throughout history. It is also a
time to support African Americans in
their endeavors.

With the help of Black Owned in
Rochester, a site to help provide much-
needed exposure to online and in-per-
son Black-owned businesses, here is a
list of 15 businesses to support during
Black History Month. 

Archivist Books

h A queer bookstore that sources
small press literature and books by in-
die queer writers.

h 772 Monroe Ave, Rochester
h https://www.archivistbooks.com/

Blesson Bakery

h Sells various baked goods, includ-
ing dessert loaves, cheesecakes, and
brownies.

h Virtual shop
h https://blesson-bak-

ery.square.site/

Butter Me Up Body Care

h Sells body oil and whipped body
butter, from all-natural ingredients,
that help nourish, hydrate and moistur-
ize the skin.

h Virtual shop
h https://buttermeupbodycare.com/

Cassiopeia Studio

h Sells illustrations, stationary, and
“cute stuff.” Also available for commis-
sioned work and wholesale times.

h Virtual shop
h https://www.instagram.com/cas-

seophia/

Courtney Marie Photography

h Specializes in many types of pho-
tography, including wedding, corporate,
boudoir, and more.

h Book online.
h https://www.courtneymariepho-

tography.com/

Diamonds by Rob

h Creates custom jewelry pieces,
making each design unique to clients’
wants and needs.

h 2300 W. Ridge Road, Greece
h https://diamondsbyrob.com/

Supporting Black History Month 
15 Rochester businesses
you can visit right now

Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Nita Brown at her MansaWear clothing store on Park Avenue in Rochester in 2020. Brown took off the mask she was
wearing for this photo. SHAWN DOWD/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE
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CANANDAIGUA — The Ontario
County Chamber of Commerce will host
a workshop designed to help minority-
and women-owned businesses navi-
gate the certification process and un-
lock new growth opportunities.

Chamber University: New York State
MWBE Certification Workshop will be
from 10 to 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 28, at the

chamber office, 113 S. Main St., Canan-
daigua.

Presenters will include Colleen Bar-
ton, associate certification director, the
Division of Minority and Women’s Busi-
ness Development with Empire State
Development; and the owner of a local
MWBE-certified business.

Attendees will gain an understand-
ing of the benefits of certification, eligi-
bility requirements and the application
process. The session also will include

expert advice and actionable steps to
help business owners leverage their
certification for government contracts,
funding opportunities and business
growth.

The event is open to chamber mem-
bers for $10 and non-members for $20.
Space is limited, and registration is re-
quired. To register or learn more, visit
www.onchamber.com/events or email
marisa@onchamber.com.

Chamber hosts a workshop to help
minority and women business owners 
Canandaigua Daily Messenger
USA TODAY NETWORK

Wegmans is opening its first Fairfield
County, Connecticut, store in Norwalk
this July.

When complete, the 92,000 square
foot supermarket will employ approxi-
mately 500 people, most of whom will
be new to the company, and hired local-
ly. According to a Wegmans press re-
lease, hiring for the Norwalk store is on-
going, with part- and full-time roles
available, ranging from customer ser-
vice positions in merchandising, ser-
vice, culinary, and perishable depart-
ments, to entry-level management
roles.

“We’re looking for enthusiastic can-
didates to round out our team before
opening day,” said Norwalk Store Man-
ager Emily Gee. “We’re excited to begin
the countdown to July 23 when we can
welcome the Norwalk community
through our doors.”

The company, which placed on Peo-
ple’s 2024 “Companies That Care” list as
well as on Fortune magazine’s list of
“The 100 Best Companies to Work For,”
has a long-standing reputation as an ex-
ceptional employer, offering flexible
scheduling, industry-leading health-
care and life benefits, on the job train-
ing, a 401K retirement plan and an em-
ployee scholarship program available to
both full- and part-time employees. 

The Norwalk store is located at 675

Connecticut Ave. Job seekers can learn
more online at jobs.wegmans.com/en/
norwalk or by calling the hiring office
at 203-299-3333.

Additional stores are planned later
this year in Lake Grove, New York
(opening Feb. 26) and Rockville, Mary-
land (on June 25).

The family-run chain, with 111 stores
along the east coast, opened its first
Westchester store at 106 Corporate
Park Drive in West Harrison Aug. 5,
2020.

Jeanne Muchnick covers food and
dining. Click here for her most recent
articles and follow her latest dining
adventures on Instagram @jeanne-
muchnick or via the lohudfood news-
letter.

A rendering of the Wegmans store in Norwalk, Connecticut, which opens this summer. PROVIDED BY WEGMANS

Wegmans announces first Fairfield County location
Jeanne Muchnick
Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

Drips Spa

h This spa combines luxury and well-
ness to provide a haven for beauty, re-
laxation and rejuvenation.

h 2050 S. Clinton Ave., Suite B, Roch-
ester

h https://dripsspa.com/

Fancee’s Nail & Lash Studio

h Provides acrylic nail sets, pedi-
cures, and lash extensions.

h 320 Greece Ridge Center Drive,
Greece 

h https://www.fanceestudio.com/

Getting It Daily

h This gym combines resistance
training with yoga to improve flexibility
and strength and shred unwanted body
fat.

h 746 Monroe Ave., Rochester
h https://gettingitdaily.com/

Keyera Butler, licensed real estate
agent

h Will help you find your new home in
the Greater Rochester area and host we-
binars on homeownership education.

h 2000 S. Winton Road, Rochester
h https://www.facebook.com/sold-

bykey/

Kimbrel Management Consulting

h Offers various services for custom-
ers’ unique needs while focusing on
awareness, analytics and systemic in-
terventions to enrich mindsets and im-
prove policies and procedures in the
workplace.

h Book online.
h https://www.kimbrelconsulting-

co.com/

Mansawear

h Designs classic silhouettes and
custom garments with bold, intricate
patterns, vibrant colors and opulent
fabrics.

h 367 Park Ave., Rochester
h https://mansawear.com/

Webbestry

h Provides website hosting and
building, graphic design and virtual/
hybrid conference technical assis-
tance.

h Book online.
h https://webbestry.com/

Women of Color NY

h Business network with a space
created to empower, inspire and cele-
brate women of color in business. The
shop hosts several items from various
businesses, including jewelry, art, ac-
cessories, and skincare.

h 539 South Ave, Rochester
h https://www.wocintl.com/

WynD Love Travel

h Help plan and book your dream
vacation, specializing in luxurious
cruises, group travel, all-inclusive re-
sorts, and more.

h Book online.
h https://wyndlovetravel.com/
If you want to add your business to

Black Owned in Rochester, visit
https://blackownedinrochester.com/
about-us/. 

— As a Rochester native, Justice
Marbury entered the world of journal-
ism to create work where voices like
hers were heard — the voices of minor-
ity communities. Contact her on Insta-
gram @justice_marbury and by email
at jmarbury@gannett.com.
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Question: Could you explain the
dangers of credit cards in your Apple
Wallet and AirDrop?

Answer: A viral video on TikTok last
year declared the dangers of having
AirDrop activated on iPhones, while
other videos pointed to Apple Pay as
another security risk.

It was bad advice. And the lingering
impact is that two useful and secure
features of the iPhone aren’t being used
by those who took the information at
face value.

The TikTok videos claimed that if
your AirDrop is turned on, a hacker can
wirelessly extract your banking details
just by being nearby. To make the hoax
more convincing, some videos in-
structed users to check a setting to
“turn off” the vulnerability. But here’s
the problem: No such setting exists and
AirDrop doesn’t work in the way they
claimed.

AirDrop is a Bluetooth- and Wi-Fi-
based wireless option that allows se-
cure transfer of files between Apple de-
vices. Before a transfer even begins,
two iPhones must verify each other us-
ing encrypted signals. And the receiv-
ing device must accept the transfer.

The notion that a hacker could
somehow bypass all these safeguards
and pull financial data from your device
just by walking past you is like claiming
that someone can withdraw money
from your bank account by staring at
your ATM – it’s simply not how the
technology works.

Further confusing users, videos con-
flated AirDrop and Apple Pay, making
the two separate technologies sound

like they were the same wireless con-
duits. In fact, they use different wire-
less technologies that manage com-
pletely different data transfers.

AirDrop is a file-sharing feature that
allows users to send photos, videos and
documents between devices using a
combination of Bluetooth and Wi-Fi at
a range of up to 30 feet. It requires user
approval before accepting a file unless
set to “Everyone” (which is not recom-
mended).

Apple Pay is a mobile payment sys-
tem that securely processes transac-
tions using Near Field Communication,
not Bluetooth. It uses tokenization to
protect financial data at a range of
about 1.5 inches.

In addition, Apple Pay requires Face
ID, Touch ID or a passcode to authorize
any transactions, further debunking
the viral videos.

If you think about the level of securi-
ty Apple Pay provides, it’s much safer
than carrying a wallet full of physical
credit cards. If you lose your wallet, it
provides a thief with direct access to
your cards. If you lose your phone, a
thief has multiple levels of biometric
security to overcome. Plus you can re-
motely disable your iPhone, making it
nearly impossible for your information
to be compromised.

For Apple Pay security, enable Face
ID/Touch ID for transactions, use a
strong backup passcode and regularly
monitor your transactions.

For AirDrop security, set it to “Con-
tacts Only” or turn it off until you want
to use it. Avoid public Wi-Fi connec-
tions when using it and keep your iOS
updated to stay up with any vulnerabil-
ities.

Ken Colburn is the founder and CEO
of Data Doctors Computer Services.

Apple Pay and AirDrop
still safe, secure for users
Ken Colburn
Special to The Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

It might just be that I am watching
too much television these days, but it
seems here are many more pet food
commercials than in the past. It could
also be because I am more aware of
them, having lost the cat last year that
we were caring for in his retirement
(we think he just decided, in his old
age, that he no longer wanted to live
with our niece and nephew next door,
because of their two young children
and two dogs).

I am saving a lot of money by not
spending it on pet food, treats, medi-
cines, veterinary visits, toys, costumes
and accessories. It made me wonder
what Americans spend on pets every
year, and how it affects their budgets,
especially their savings for emergen-
cies, because pets have them, too, and
they can be expensive. I found that,
about 65.1 million households own a
dog, while about 46.5 million house-
holds own a cat, and all together, they
spend around $136 billion on those
pets each year. Americans are estimat-
ed to spend between $1,400 and $1,733
per year on a dog, which includes costs
for food, health care and grooming.
And the average American household
spends between $930 and $2,865 per
year on a cat, which includes the cost
of food, litter and health care.

Of course, what any given individ-
ual or family spends annually on a pet
varies greatly. Do you travel frequent-
ly, so you have to board the pet or have
a pet sitter? Do you have a pet that
needs to be groomed more often? Do
you send you pet to day care? Are you
willing to spend thousands of dollars
on a pet who has a medical issue?
What are the changes in your future
that might increase or decrease that
pet budget, so you are prepared? The
variables are endless, but the point is,
that, just like so much else when we
look at our present and future spend-
ing habits, effective budgeting is the
foundation and the key to managing
personal finances. It is how we can get
the best value for our hard-earned
money, avoid debt and have adequate
savings.

John Ninfo is a retired bankruptcy
judge and the founder of the National
CARE Financial Literacy Program.

Personal Finance
John Ninfo

Guest columnist

Be pet smart
when it comes
to your spending


