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If You Wear Hearing Aids

Over 30 years of experience

Andrew F. Morabito, HIS
Hearing Instrument Specialist

95 Canal Landing Blvd., Suite #5,
Rochester, NY 14626

585-360-2540

Are you hearing as clearly as you want? 
Are your hearing aids working as well as you think they should? 

We honor all warranties no matter where they were purchased.

I have a advanced programing procedure that can maximize your
ability to understand speech clearly with your current hearing aids!

www.morabitohearing.com

Warm Up to 
Playing Piano!

Keep yourself or a loved one warm during 
winter with 6 weeks of lessons

Six Weeks  
$49.95

Piano & Organ 
A revolutionary class 
for adults that is fun 

and easy!

Call Bob at (585) 427-2280
pianoandorgancenter.com

DC-40872293

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money 
in your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll 
rush you a FREE Information Kit 

with all the details.

Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NV: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a 
provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-dentist. For complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. Certifi cate C250A; Insurance Policy 
P150. Certifi cate C254 (ID: C254ID, PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154 (GA: P154GA, NY: P154NY, OK: P154OK, TN: P154TN)
6129-0524

One firefighter is dead and two oth-
ers were injured while fighting a major
blaze in downtown Binghamton on
Wednesday night.

City of Binghamton Mayor Jared
Kraham said Thursday John R. Gau-
det, an 11-year veteran of the Bingham-
ton Fire Department, died after a wall
collapsed while crews were battling a
fire in the area of 1 Main St. downtown. 

Gaudet, 40, was transported to UHS
Wilson Medical Center in Johnson
City, where he was pronounced dead,
Kraham said. Two other Binghamton
firefighters were injured while fighting
the flames. They were treated at UHS
Wilson Medical Center and released
Thursday. 

John Burns Jr., who owns the prop-
erties at 1 and 3 Main St., confirmed
Thursday both buildings, which were
fully constructed from wood, are
“gone” following the fire. 

“This is an unspeakable tragedy,
and our hearts are broken for the fire-
fighter’s family,” Kraham said in a
statement. 

“I ask us to all say a prayer for the
entire Binghamton Fire Department
community and our city,” he said. “Ev-
ery day, our firefighters brave danger-
ous situations to protect citizens and
keep our community safe. The men
and women who dedicate their lives to
this work are heroes. Tonight, the City
of Binghamton mourns a fallen hero
who made the ultimate sacrifice.” 

Broome County Executive Jason
Garnar has ordered all flags at county
facilities to be lowered to half-staff.

“JR embodied what it means to be a

firefighter – fearless, dedicated, and
always putting others before himself,”
the Binghamton Fire Department
statement read. “His infectious smile,
unwavering positivity, and relentless
work ethic made him a brother to all
who had the honor of serving along-
side him. He was the kind of firefighter
you could always count on, the one
who would have your back no matter
the situation. At fires, he was a bull –
always first in line to get inside. He
would literally run through a wall for
you. There was no one better to have by
your side.”

A GoFundMe has been created to
assist JR Gaudet’s wife and three chil-
dren.

Lyndsie Babcock, who said she is a
friend and coworker of Gaudet’s wife,
created the GoFundMe because she
“wanted to do something to try to ease
the pain of this unimaginable loss.”

“He defines the word hero, not only
in his community, but at home as well,”
said Babcock. “He would do anything
for his family.”

The online fundraiser has raised
$81,841 as of 8 a.m. Friday.

Gaudet attended Binghamton High
School. He is listed on Binghamton
University’s 2004 men’s lacrosse ros-
ter and played at SUNY Cortland dur-
ing the 2007 and 2008 seasons, ac-
cording to SUNY Cortland’s director of
sports information Fran Elia. During
that time, the team was twice an NCAA
Division III runner-up.

Gaudet coached youth sports in
Binghamton and also coached varsity
lacrosse for Seton Catholic Central
High School from 2014 to 2016.

The investigation into the blaze is
ongoing. The Binghamton Fire Depart-
ment is being assisted in the investiga-
tion by the Binghamton Police Depart-
ment and New York state fire investi-
gators through the Division of Home-
land Security and Emergency
Services.

Crews continue to work at the scene of 1 Main St. Thursday morning, where a
Binghamton firefighter was killed while battling a fire Wednesday night.
JILLIAN MCCARTHY / PRESS & SUN-BULLETIN

Firefighter killed in
Binghamton blaze
Two others hurt fighting
major fire downtown

Jeff Murray, Jillian McCarthy 
and Sunshyne Lynch
Binghamton Press & Sun Bulletin

USA TODAY NETWORK

A tense Penfield Board of Education
meeting came to a sudden halt Tuesday
night, sparking significant fallout.

Tensions rose as parents voiced their
concerns and opinions on a book called
“The Rainbow Parade.” Then the meet-
ing’s commotion grew when a man
dressed up in a gorilla suit with a MAGA
hat on showed up.

The book in question at a Penfield
school board meeting tells the story of
how a young girl attends a pride parade
with her two moms. Several parents
spoke about the book and how they be-
lieve images in the book were inappro-
priate for children. Others supported its
inclusion efforts.

Superintendent Tasha Potter and
Emily Roberts, president of the Penfield
board, said the behavior of the crowd
left their student representative that
was present visibly shaken. “They claim
to protect students, I question that
claim because they left one student,
that we were able to put eyes on, visibly
shaken,” Roberts said.

Concerned about a children’s book

Kate Feathers, who has two nephews
that attend Penfield, said the controver-
sy of the book is not because it is
LGBTQ-friendly, it’s the content of the
book.

“What people do on their free time or
what books they purchase is their
choice, but on tax-paying dollars, the
book is inappropriate,” Feathers said.
“No one is homophobically driven.”

When the board got up to leave the
meeting, people started to notice a per-
son dressed up in a gorilla suit was in
the room. According to Feathers, the go-
rilla costume is addressing a purported
issue about what some children wear to
school.

What was the gorilla suit about?

Jeff Briggs, CEO and founder of Roch-
ester Wealth Management, grew up in
Penfield. Briggs attended the school
board meeting dressed up in the gorilla
costume.

“I went there primarily because the
grandparents of the child that I was
there to hear about, I was the best man
at their wedding,” Briggs said. “I’ve
known them since I was in the school
where their grandson is right now. Their
grandson has been suspended three
times (for complaining about school
policy).”

Briggs said he had the costume to
show the school board how disruptive
costumes can be in a group setting, ref-
erencing a rumor about attire at school.

He planned to put on the full costume
after hearing the grandparents of the
child he knew voice their concerns, but
said he did not get that opportunity. “I
saw that my friend’s wife was upset be-
cause she did not get to say anything so

to console her I wanted to make her
laugh,” Briggs said. “I put the mask on
and paws of the costume and gave her a
hug, went back to my seat and took it all
off.”

Briggs said since this has happened
he has been called a racist, a homo-
phobe and a Nazi. He also mentioned re-
ceiving calls threatening his life and
business. Briggs said there was no spe-
cific intent behind choosing a gorilla
costume; he said he wanted something
that would get people’s attention and
that would cover his face.

“I had no idea that the superinten-
dent was Black, I went there to repre-
sent my friend’s grandchild and be sup-
portive and now it’s gone viral,” Briggs
said.

Reaction to the board meeting in
Penfield

The Penfield Democrats released a
statement on Facebook on Wednesday
in response to the events that took place
at the board meeting:

Standing in unwavering solidarity
with our Board of Education members
and Superintendent who faced unac-
ceptable racist and discriminatory be-
havior at last night’s meeting. The delib-
erate choice to wear a gorilla costume to
intimidate Black leaders is a reprehen-
sible act of racism that has no place in
our schools or community. This inci-
dent, coupled with the hostile response
to LGBTQ+ inclusive literature, demon-
strates exactly why we must continue
working to create safe, accepting spaces
where all students feel valued and repre-
sented. Our educators and board mem-
bers deserve respect as they work to
serve ALL students. If you believe in dig-
nity, equality, and safe schools for every
child, now is the time to speak up and
show up.

Potter, the superintendent, who is
Black, said the district does not allow
children to come to school dressed in
costumes. She questioned Briggs’
choice of costume. “If you think about
the symbol of someone being dressed as
a gorilla and the historical context of
that, of all the costumes that could have
been chosen, why was that costume
chosen?” Potter said in an interview.

“When you think about who’s at the
helm of this district, the superintendent
of schools, as well as the people that are
comprised on our Board of Education,
why then would that be the choice for
someone as a costume to come and say
that they had concerns that we allow
children to dress up?”

– Kerria Weaver works as the Govern-
ment and You reporter for the Democrat
and Chronicle, with a focus on how gov-
ernment actions affect communities
and neighborhoods in Rochester and in
Monroe County. She wants local jour-
nalism about government to be driven
by regular people. What are you happy
with or upset about local government?
Is there an overlooked issue in your
neighborhood? Get in touch at kweav-
er@gannett.com.

Debate over book, man in gorilla
costume shake Penfield board
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