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Webster Schroeder chases
history at state tournament
SPORTS, 1C

More than 126,800 birds in New
York have been affected by the bird flu
since 2022, including thousands of
new infections uncovered in recent
months in New York parks, commer-
cial flocks and backyard coops, federal
data show.

The explosion in
cases has triggered
new public health
alerts in 2025, de-
tailing everything
from bird flu symp-
toms in humans to
tips for safely cooking poultry and
eggs to limit the risk of catching bird
flu from eating chicken. In April, the
tally of affected birds in New York was
about 25,000.

The bird flu outbreak raised alarms
in late March following reports of one
human case and infections in dairy
cows in Texas and Kansas. While the
public health risk still remains low to-
day due to the rare spread of bird flu to
humans, health officials urged New
Yorkers to report groups of sick or dead
birds and avoid contact with bird-re-
lated filth and feces.

There have been a total of 67 con-
firmed cases of bird flu in humans in
the United States since 2024, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. One death was also
associated with the virus.

While none of the reported human
cases have been in New York, the rise
in infected birds being detected across
the state in recent months, including a
wild goose in the Hudson Valley and
commercial flock on Long Island, has
health officials asking people to take
precautions to catch any potential hu-
man cases early.

One recommendation includes be-
ing mindful of eye redness, which has
been the predominant symptom
among recent U.S. cases of bird influ-
enza virus infection, federal health of-
ficials noted.

Other symptoms of bird flu in peo-
ple include:

Bird flu
cases in
NY top
126,000
Residents advised on
risks, safety measures

David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK
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The nation’s busiest runway, just
outside the capital. Airspace cluttered
with passenger planes and military
craft. A history of near-crashes. And a
growing shortage of air traffic control-
lers to manage it all.

Some experts, politicians and airport
managers have been warning for years
of the risks posed by the crowded air-
space and volume of flights at Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport,
airport code DCA – concerns that drew
renewed attention after Wednesday’s
deadly midair collision between an
American Airlines jet and an Army
Black Hawk helicopter. 

The airspace above the airport is
typically filled with both passenger
planes and military aircraft on security
patrols above nearby federal sites, in-
cluding the White House and the Penta-
gon. The airport is particularly popular

among lawmakers because it’s more
convenient to their Capitol Hill offices
than either Dulles or Baltimore/Wash-
ington.

In 2023, Reagan National broke its
all-time passenger traffic record with
25.5 million passengers, according to
airport managers. Passenger data for
2024 is not yet available. The airport’s
longest and main runway, Runway 1/19,
is the single busiest runway in the coun-
try, according to airport officials. At
6,869 feet long, it is considered a rela-
tively short runway for a major airport;
still, most planes use it because the oth-
er two runways are much shorter.

The Federal Aviation Administration
has repeatedly warned that a shortage
of air traffic controllers along the East-
ern Seaboard has forced it to restrict the
number of flights it can permit through
the area.

But over the airport’s objections,
Congress last year forced it to add more
daily flights, and Virginia Sen. Tim
Kaine, a Democrat, had warned of con-
sequences. Speaking in Congress last
May, Kaine said there had recently been
an incident where two planes nearly

collided on a runway. The National
Transportation Safety Board report on
that runway incursion has not yet been
released.

Kaine criticized efforts to further in-
crease flights. “Thank God a collision
and catastrophe was averted,” he said
in May. “But more and more planes on
this busiest runway in the United
States is just going to increase the
chance of a significant incident.”

Airport officials and other experts
also warned at the time that adding
more daily flights under what’s known
as the slot-and-perimeter rule posed
concerns. 

TRAGEDY ABOVE THE POTOMAC

The airspace above Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport in Arlington, Va., is typically filled with passenger planes
and military aircraft on security patrols above nearby federal sites. SAUL LOEB/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES FILE

Airspace in Washington
a long-running concern
Route has heavy traffic,
narrow flight corridors

Trevor Hughes
USA TODAY

In 2023, Reagan National
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See AIRSPACE, Page 9A

State lawmakers aim to provide no-
strings-attached cash payments to new
mothers and parents in New York to re-
duce some of the nation’s highest child-
hood poverty rates. USA TODAY Net-
work reporters explored the potential
impacts of these programs – often
called basic or guaranteed income –
launching across the country.

Nearly one in five children in New
York live in poverty, and about 370,000

kids face deep poverty in a household
with income 50% below the federal pov-
erty line, the state Comptroller’s Office
reported in 2024.

New York ranked 41st worst national-
ly in child poverty. The suffering was
most acute in the upstate cities of Syra-
cuse, Rochester and Buffalo, where be-
tween 40% and 46% of children live in
poverty. These cities ranked second,
fifth, and seventh among the largest cit-
ies in the U.S. with the highest rates of
child poverty in 2022, the most recent 

Will basic income for new moms lower child poverty? 
David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

New York ranked
41st worst
nationally in child
poverty. The
suffering was most
acute in the
upstate cities of
Syracuse,
Rochester and
Buffalo, where
between 40% and
46% of children live
in poverty. DIRK
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Proposal
for aid
follows
models
tested in
other
states 

See CHILD POVERTY, Page 4A
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GENEVA – Fifty snow geese found
dead at Kashong Point on Seneca Lake
near the border of Ontario and Yates
counties are being tested for bird flu, ac-
cording to a joint statement from the
health departments of both counties. 

Kate Ott, director of
Ontario County Public
Health, said in a state-
ment Thursday that there
is no cause for immediate
alarm, “but surveillance
is important.” 

The news comes after
homeowners in Romulus,
Seneca County reported an unusually
high number of dead snow geese in the
area. 

According to the Seneca Lake Pure
Waters Association Facebook page, on
Jan. 10 the state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation collected goose
carcasses, which were sent to Cornell
University for testing on Jan. 13. Tests
showed these geese tested positive for
avian influenza, as suspected.

The organization also noted that it
had received more reports of dead snow
geese along the shoreline.

H5N1, also known as Highly Patho-
genic Avian Influenza (or bird flu), in the

Finger Lakes bird population is not new,
Yates County Director of Public Health
Doug Sinclair said in a statement. 

According to U.S. Department of Agri-
culture records, infections in birds from
counties surrounding Seneca Lake have
been documented for several years, Sin-
clair stated. 

HPAI is most dangerous and deadly to
birds and can cause large die-offs, such
as the most recent ones at Kashong
Point, which is on the west side on the
lake. When the die-offs happened was
not immediately available. 

Can humans get bird flu?

Mammals can also get HPAI. It was
first detected in U.S. cows in March
2024, and in April 2024, the Centers for
Disease Control confirmed the first hu-
man case in a Texas dairy worker. 

The virus can be transmitted directly
from birds, or via contaminated environ-
ments or other infected animals. Human
infections are rare but can occur if the vi-
rus is inhaled or gets into the eyes, nose
or mouth. 

The risk to the general public is low,
though people who work with birds and
cows are at greater risk of becoming in-
fected, the health officials said. Human-
to-human transmission can occur, but is
unlikely. 

The CDC has been monitoring HPAI
for decades because flu viruses can swap
genetic information with each other and
create new strains when they meet up in
the same host, leading to pandemics,

health officials said. 
Mild signs and symptoms of bird flu in

people may include eye redness and irri-
tation, a mild fever, cough, sore throat,
runny or stuff nose, muscle or body
aches and headaches, according to the
CDC. Signs and symptoms of moderate
to severe disease from bird flu may in-
clude high fever or other symptoms that
limit or prevent usual activity, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, altered
consciousness and seizures. 

Has bird flu been found in 
New York?

In New York, farmers are on the look-
out for sick cows and workers and are
having their milk tested regularly for
H5N1. 

Earlier this week, Gov. Kathy Hochul
announced the state’s ongoing proactive
measures to prevent its spread and help
early detection, particularly on New
York farms. HPAI has been detected in
poultry on a farm in Suffolk County and
in several wild and domestic birds at a
learning center in Putnam County, ac-
cording to the governor’s office. 

While HPAI can spread quickly
among wild birds and poultry, there have
been no documented human cases in
New York state, Hochul said in a state-
ment, reiterated that the risk to humans
is low.

New York has been monitoring for
HPAI and taking a number of proactive
measures to prevent its spread in the
state since the first detection in a back-

yard poultry operation in 2022, accord-
ing to state Department of Agriculture
and Markets Commissioner Richard A.
Ball

What can be done to prevent
bird flu infections?

Residents should try to keep wild and
domestic flocks apart. 

Protect hands, eyes, nose, and mouth
while disposing of dead birds; and as al-
ways, practice excellent handwashing,
health officials said.

For more information about bird flu

To report dead birds, call the state De-
partment of Environmental Conserva-
tion at 585-226-5380 (Avon office) or
607-622-8274 (Bath office). 

Finally, farmers should contact their
veterinarians when livestock or poultry
are sick, and dairy farmworkers should
see their healthcare providers for eye or
upper respiratory infections. 

For additional information, visit :
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situa-
tionsummary/mammals.html; https://
dec.ny.gov/nature/wildlife-health/re-
porting-dead-wildlife; and 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-
stock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-in-
fluenza/hpai-detections/wildbirds.

Mike Murphy covers Canandaigua
and other communities in Ontario
County and writes the Eat, Drink and Be
Murphy food and drink column. Follow
him on X at @MPN_MikeMurphy. 

Dead snow geese in Geneva tested for bird flu
Testing follows reports of
unusual die-off patterns

Mike Murphy
Canandaigua Daily Messenger

USA TODAY NETWORK

Ott

h eye redness and irritation (con-
junctivitis)

h mild fever (temperature of 100oF
[37.8oC] or greater) or feeling feverish

h cough, sore throat
h runny or stuff nose
h muscle or body aches
h headaches
h fatigue
Less common symptoms include

diarrhea, nausea, or vomiting. And fever
may not always be present, CDC says.

How does bird flu spread?

Wild birds can carry the bird flu with-
out looking sick and spread the virus to
poultry birds (such as chickens and tur-
keys). Among poultry, the virus can
cause sickness and death, spread quick-
ly and be difficult to control. It can
spread from an infected bird’s saliva,
nasal fluid and feces, health officials
noted.

Infection may occur after breathing
in the virus from the air, or from touch-

ing something that has the virus on it
and then touching their mouth, eyes or
nose. Most infections globally occurred
after extended and unprotected contact
with infected birds. Poultry workers,
backyard bird owners and wild bird
handlers are at higher risk than the gen-
eral public.

In a statement this month, state
Health Commissioner Dr. James Mc-
Donald urged “everyone who has regu-
lar contact with livestock and wild birds
to remain vigilant and take precautions
by wearing personal protective equip-
ment when you’re in contact with these
animals.”

What New York is doing about bird
flu

State and federal officials recently
implemented new testing initiatives on
dairy farms as part of a “proactive re-
sponse to the outbreak of bird flu in live-
stock in other states.” Local and state
health officials are also investigating re-
ports of ill and dead wild birds, while
conducting regular testing and monitor-
ing of commercial poultry farms.

State health officials have also
worked with health providers to identify

and treat any New Yorkers showing
symptoms of bird flu, Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul said in a statement Tuesday.

“While the risk to public health re-
mains low, I encourage all New York-
ers, especially (those) frequently in
contact with poultry and wild birds, to
remain vigilant and take the necessary
steps to protect our state,” Hochul
said.

For further details about bird flu in
New York, visit the state’s website for
the outbreak at health.ny.gov.

USA TODAY Network contributed to
this report.

Bird flu
Continued from Page 1A

“I encourage all New

Yorkers, especially (those)

frequently in contact with

poultry and wild birds, to

remain vigilant and take

the necessary steps to

protect our state.”

Gov. Kathy Hochul

federal data show.
COVID relief measures, however, dis-

played how providing families with add-
ed cash could help curb childhood pov-
erty, which plummeted 54% in the na-
tion and 51% in New York between 2019
and 2021. But the pandemic-era federal
expansion in child tax credits, food
benefits and emergency rental assis-
tance expired, prompting New York’s
child poverty rate to more than double
in 2022, surpassing its pre-pandemic
level.

What’s under consideration

A state bill seeks to provide a one-
time payment of $1,800 to all new moth-
ers covered by Medicaid in New York,
impacting about half of childbirths
statewide. This first-in-the-nation state
and federal taxpayer-supported pro-
gram would cost about $177 million per
year, state lawmakers said, noting re-
search suggested it would slash the pov-
erty rate from nearly 26% to under 10%
for new mothers receiving Medicaid.

Another state measure would pro-
vide a $1,000 child tax credit per new-
born. If approved, that legislation would
build upon the supplemental state child
tax credit approved in 2024 by state
lawmakers, which provided families
with up to $330 per child.

Existing programs

Various forms of these guaranteed
income programs – occasionally also
called cash transfer – have launched
since 2018, spanning poverty-stricken
cities from Michigan and New York to
Mississippi.

In Michigan, the Rx Kids program be-
gan providing $7,500 in total to Flint
moms this year, during and after preg-
nancy. In Mississippi, the Magnolia
Mother’s Trust has been around since
2018. The program, meant for low-in-
come Black mothers living in subsidized
housing, offers Jackson moms $12,000
all together.

The Bridge Project, which began in
New York City in 2021 through a non-
profit, has been providing uncondition-
al cash allowances to mothers for the
first 1,000 days of a baby’s life. It has
covered 1,300 babies and mothers in
New York City, as well as Rochester and
Buffalo, by providing them up to $1,000
per month. The program, which has pro-
vided a total of $35 million, expanded in
2024 to families in Milwaukee and Con-
necticut.

Benefits/limitations

Some programs providing Ameri-
cans in need with cash payments have
delivered promising early results of
promoting upward economic mobility,
according to mounting research, in-
cluding a recent three-year study by
nonprofit OpenResearch.

A main reason for that success was
flexibility. Cash payments, in many
ways, meet the complex web of finan-
cial demands facing many house-
holds. By contrast, traditional safety-
net programs tightly restrict the use of
aid, leaving some people unable to
cover unexpected costs that can spiral
into crises and homelessness.

Still, guaranteed income programs
remained a supplement to other state
and federal aid, as opposed to a re-
placement. In other words, providing
added cash works best when people in
need received a range of financial, so-
cial and health support.

At the same time, some cash pay-
ment plans that seek to tap into Medi-
caid funding require state and federal
approval, which leaves efforts suscep-
tible to political volatility as Demo-
crats and Republicans clash over the
program serving millions of low-in-
come and disabled Americans.

But New York state Sen. Andrew
Gounardes, D-Brooklyn, who champi-
oned the proposed Healthy Birth Grant
of $1,800, asserted in a statement the
U.S. must follow other industrialized
countries that provide birth grants to
ward off falls into poverty that a new-
born often induces for families.

“It’s one of the smartest invest-
ments we can make in our children’s
future,” he said.

– David Robinson is a veteran
health reporter for the USA TODAY Net-
work’s New York State Team. Reach
him at Drobinson@lohud.com.

Child poverty
Continued from Page 1A

Angelique Scales, 37, is one of 32
recipients of the Ohio Mothers Trust.
The trust gives $500 monthly
payments to 32 single mothers for a
year and is the first unconditional
guaranteed income program in
Columbus, according to organizers.
DANAE KING/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

STOCKHOLM – H&M cannot win on
price alone and must make its clothes
more trendy and of higher-quality in
the fiercely competitive fast-fashion
sector, its CEO Daniel Erver told Reu-
ters. 

In his first year as CEO, Erver has
spearheaded investments in marketing
to boost the H&M brand’s appeal, as
well as a push to speed up product de-
velopment as the retailer tries to regain
market share from rivals like Inditex-
owned Zara.

H&M must keep improving its prod-
ucts in terms of quality and trendiness
in order to give customers value for
money, Erver said in an interview on
Thursday after the Swedish company’s
fourth-quarter sales missed expecta-
tions.

“Just competing on lowest price will
not cut it for us, we need to step up and
raise the bar,” Erver said.

Online-only retailer Shein has un-
dercut H&M and Zara with ultra-low
prices for dresses, tops, jeans and ac-
cessories, forcing them to find new
ways of differentiating themselves.

Investing in influencers

H&M will keep investing in social
media influencers and collaborations
with pop stars, Erver said, to reach more
fashion-conscious young women.

“To start accelerating the work of
gaining market share and … positioning
ourselves, it’s been really important to
win the fashion-interested female cus-
tomer, and especially the young genera-
tion, because she will shape the indus-
try for the future,” Erver said.

As well as increasing its reach
through social media, drawing more
customers through its doors is key for
H&M, which has been cutting its overall
store count but refurbishing some in
key cities.

H&M’s premium Arket brand is
opening its first stores in Austria, Nor-
way, Greece and Ireland this year. These
will include cafés, as part of a push to
get shoppers to linger for longer.

While not satisfied with the overall
performance, Erver said H&M’s higher
fourth quarter operating profit margin
was partly thanks to a stronger product
mix.

Daniel Erver, CEO of H&M Group,
wants to push the company strategy
beyond price competition with the
fast-fashion industry. CLAUDIO
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CEO: H&M
must raise bar
on fast fashion
Helen Reid
REUTERS


