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PetObituary@gannett.com Part-Time
Assistant District Manager

$18.00 P/H

Apply Now!
Go online to Gannett.com/careers to get started 

Contact our local manager at: tnudd@gannett.com

Gannett has immediate openings for Part-Time 
Assistant District Manager in Rochester, New 

York. You must be available to work approximately 
30  hours per week including nights, weekends, 

and holidays as needed. You must have valid 
driver license, liability insurance and a dependable 

automobile.
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DC-40986997

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me.

®

with  GPS!

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

BANK STOCK FOR SALE
5,317 shares* of  

Canandaigua National Corporation (CNC) 
Common Stock

Bids will be opened at 2:00 P.M.
on Thursday, February 13, 2025

For CNC Common Stock data 
and information on how to bid, please visit 

CNBank.com/ShareholderRelations.

You may address any questions to 
Kirsten Johnson at (585) 394-4260, ext. 36067 

or CNCShareholderRelations@CNBank.com.

*Subject to change.

Many cultures around the world
and communities in Western New
York celebrate the Lunar New Year.

The holiday, rooted in lunar calen-
dar traditions, marks the start of a new
year based on the phases of the moon.
As a result, its date varies annually.
This year, the celebration ushers in the
Year of the Snake, one of the 12 animals
in the Chinese zodiac.

The Lunar New Year is widely ob-
served with family reunions, tradi-
tional meals, and cultural festivities.
Many view it as a time to honor heri-
tage and welcome prosperity for the
year ahead.

When is Lunar New Year?

Lunar New Year’s date changes ev-
ery year since it follows a lunar calen-
dar, according to Gang Liu, a professor
of Chinese studies at Carnegie Mellon
University.

The new year in 2025 falls on Jan.
29 and ends with the Lantern Festival
on Feb. 12. Celebrations last up to 16
days; the Chinese public holiday lasts
from Wednesday to Feb. 4.

Many Western countries — includ-
ing the U.S. — use the Gregorian calen-
dar, which is based on a system of 365
days (plus a leap day every four years).
Lunar New Year is based the moon’s 12
phases. Each phase cycle spans ap-
proximately 29 days with the full cal-
endar being about 354 days long. On
the Gregorian calendar, the Lunar New
Year generally falls during the last 10
days of January or the first 10 days of
February, says Chen Yang, a professor
of Chinese culture and philosophy at
George Washington University.

What is the Chinese Zodiac?

The Chinese zodiac, or Sheng Xiao,
is a repeating 12-year cycle of animal
signs and their attributes, based on the
lunar calendar.

The Lunar New Year marks the
transition from one animal to another.
The Year of the Dragon, which began
on Feb. 10, 2024, ends on Tuesday.

Wednesday begins the Year of the
Snake. The Year of the Snake last came
in 2013.

Who celebrates Lunar New Year? 

Lunar New Year is celebrated in
many Asian cultures, Xiaoquan Ra-
phael Zhang, the director of the Chi-
nese program at American University,
previously told USA TODAY. Among
these cultures are Chinese, South Ko-
rean, Vietnamese, Singaporean, Ma-
laysian, Filipino and Indonesian. 

Each culture has its own name for
the New Year. For instance, the Lunar
New Year in China is called the Spring
Festival, or chunjié. South Korea refers
to the Lunar New Year as Seollal. In
Vietnam, Lunar New Year is called Tết,
which is short for Tết Nguyên Dán.

How long is Lunar New Year? 

While the Western New Year lasts
just one day, Lunar New Year goes be-
yond that. In China, Lunar New Year
spans from the first new moon to the
next full moon, or the fifth day of the
lunar month, Zhang previously told
USA TODAY.

This begins with the Spring Festival
and ends with the Lantern Festival,
says Liu. The number of days of cele-
bration varies depending on the coun-
try. In South Korea, Seollal usually
lasts for three days. In Vietnam, Tết
Nguyên Dán is a week long.

— Information compiled from pre-
vious D&C stories plus USA TODAY
Network reporting and research; Chi-
neseNewYear.net, History.com.

Lunar New Year has begun,
ushering in Year of the Snake 
Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Under the Chinese zodiac consisting
of 12 animals, 2025 is the Year of the
Snake. ILLUSTRATION: JENNIFER BORRESEN/

USA TODAY NETWORK

You can now pay for your JetBlue
flights using Venmo, the airline an-
nounced last week.

JetBlue says you’ll be able to pur-
chase flights using your Venmo balance
or linked bank accounts, debit cards or
credit cards through the additional pay-
ment option.

“We’re continually looking for ways
to make it easier to book a JetBlue flight
on our website and mobile app,” says
JetBlue chief digital and technology of-
ficer Carol Clements. “Adding Venmo of-
fers a seamless payment option for cus-
tomers who enjoy the ease and conve-
nience of the Venmo platform.”

The new payment option is currently
available for U.S. customers on jetblue-
.com and will be available through the
JetBlue mobile app in the coming
months, the airline said.

JetBlue’s recent struggles affect
New Yorkers

JetBlue was fined by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation earlier this
month for four chronically delayed
routes, or flights that consistently ar-
rived more than 30 minutes late over
several consecutive months, at least 145
times between June 2022 and Novem-
ber 2023, according to the DOT.

The delayed routes included flights
between JFK and Raleigh-Durham In-
ternational Airport in North Carolina as
well as routes connecting Fort Lauder-
dale-Hollywood International Airport

in Florida and JFK.
And since the New York-based air-

line’s proposed merger with Spirit Air-
lines — set to cost $3.8 billion — was
blocked by the Biden administration
last year, JetBlue has been working to
trim costs.

Of those cost-cutting measures, Jet-
Blue ended hot meal service for econo-
my passengers on transatlantic flights
as of September and in December, Jet-
Blue discontinued summer seasonal
service between Westchester County
Airport and Charleston, South Carolina
“to better meet demand,” according to
the airline.

However, while JetBlue has made an
attempt at cost cutting, it’s also looking
at adding value for customers as JetBlue
travelers flying out of JFK can look for-
ward to a lounge at its main base at Ter-
minal 5 sometime in late 2025.

The lounge at JFK, anticipated to cov-
er 8,000 square feet, will feature spaces
for work and relaxation. Complimen-
tary food and beverage options will also
be offered. TrueBlue Mosaic tier 4 mem-
bers and transatlantic Mint business
class customers will have access to the
lounge. A co-branded credit card that
would include lounge access as a perk is
also in the works.

Contributing: USA TODAY, Rockland/
Westchester Journal News reporter Ash-
ley Catherine Fontones 

Emily Barnes reports on consumer-
related issues for the USA TODAY Net-
work’s New York Connect Team, focus-
ing on scam and recall-related topics.
Follow her on Twitter and Instagram
@byemilybarnes. Get in touch at
ebarnes@gannett.com.

You can now pay for your JetBlue flights using Venmo, the airline announced last
week. JOE RAEDLE/GETTY IMAGES

JetBlue introduces new way 
to pay for flights using Venmo
Emily Barnes
New York Connect Team

USA TODAY NETWORK
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