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T
ova Friedman has the demeanor of someone with little time to waste. h There’s an

economy to her words, but the directness with which she speaks doesn’t in any way

minimize the power of her message: Humanity must never forget the horrors of the

Holocaust. h Horrors that Friedman, 86 and still working as a therapist, witnessed

firsthand. h She’s one of few Holocaust survivors left, and she knows that her message needs

to be amplified for new generations so that those who suffered and died did not do so in vain.

But as Friedman, a child imprisoned at Ausch-
witz during the Holocaust, and her cohort grow old-
er, worries are growing that the Holocaust is being
distorted, denied and even forgotten.

“I share this story, like many others who do, be-
cause we cannot forget all those innocent men,
women and children who were slaughtered just be-
cause they were Jewish,” said Friedman, who also
noted that the Nazis targeted others, including dis-
abled people, gays and lesbians and other ethnic
minorities. 

“I tell the world to remember them. Memory is
very, very important, “ she said. 

Friedman knows better than most the impor-
tance of words and warnings: From her earliest
days, she remembers her mother telling her how to
behave in the Jewish ghetto in Poland. Don’t look
soldiers in the eye. Don’t cry or whine or complain.
Don’t do anything that will make them kill. 

“My mother didn’t cover anything up,” Friedman 

Pictured with her daughter Itaya Friedman and grandson Aron Goodman, Tova Friedman, a survivor of Auschwitz, has
published a memoir. MITSU YASUKAWA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

Auschwitz survivor
has a powerful plea
Woman pens memoir 80 years after imprisonment

Phaedra Trethan USA TODAY

A group of child survivors at the Nazi concentration camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau in southern Poland on the day of the
camp’s liberation on Jan. 27, 1945. ALEXANDER VORONTSOV/KEYSTONE/HULTON ARCHIVE/GETTY IMAGES

See SURVIVOR, Page 6A
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Another crushing loss not
the end for Allen’s legacy
SPORTS, 1C

Some Rochester renters will be able
to establish or improve their credit
scores by making on-time payments
under an initiative announced Monday.

Mayor Malik Evans partnered with
Credit Builders Alliance, a national net-
work of nonprofits helping individuals
build and gain access to credit, to an-
nounce the positive-only rent report-
ing pilot program. It is funded through
grants from Living Cities and the ESL
Foundation.

Participating affordable housing
providers will report the on-time rent
payments to credit bureaus. Late pay-
ments will not affect credit. 

The program is meant to address a
pressing challenge revealed by the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of New York, which
reported that 1 in 5 Rochester residents
lack a credit history, a rate significantly
higher than the national average of 1 in
10.

“This program is especially impor-
tant in our communities, for individ-
uals who have been shut out of finan-
cial systems for far too long,” Evans
said. “Positive-only rent reporting is
about providing opportunities, partic-
ularly for Black and brown residents, to
participate in the mainstream financial
system by building credit.”

Renters’
credit
could get 
a boost
Initiative to consider
on-time payments

Kerria Weaver
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See CREDIT, Page 4A

LONDON – A nascent recovery in
technology shares faltered on Tuesday
and AI chip leader Nvidia struggled to
rise from a record-breaking wipeout
sparked by a low-cost Chinese artifi-
cial intelligence model that threatens
the dominance of U.S. rivals.

In the last session, Nvidia lost
$593 billion in market value – a record
one-day loss for any company – while
shares of companies in semiconduc-
tor, power and infrastructure compa-
nies exposed to AI collectively shed
more than $1 trillion.

Nvidia shares rose 2% in choppy
trading on Tuesday but were well be-
low premarket gains of more than 5%.
Other AI-linked stocks were mixed
with Oracle up 1.4% and Micron down
1.3%. Tech shares in Europe turned
lower as the session progressed.

Monday’s selloff was the result of a
free AI assistant launched by Chinese
startup DeepSeek, which had claimed
that its models use less data at a frac-
tion of the cost of services currently
available.

Tech shares
struggle to
regain footing
Ankur Banerjee, Rae Wee 
and Amanda Cooper
REUTERS

See TECH SHARES, Page 4A
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In 2019, state health officials released
the first-ever list of hospitals and nurs-
ing homes in New York that treated pa-
tients harboring Candida auris, the
deadly drug-resistant fungus.

That list helped patients ask ques-
tions about how medical facilities were
trying to curb infections. But in 2020,
officials started withholding from the
public the details of where patients
were being exposed to Candida auris,
just as the fungus was spreading at
alarming rates across New York.

Now, thanks to a public-records re-
quest filed several years ago by the USA
Today Network New York, the veil of se-
crecy has lifted once again. Health offi-
cials recently released updated lists ex-
clusive to the USA Today Network of
health facilities that cared for patients
with Candida auris (C. auris) infection
or colonization. 

What is Candida auris?

The C. auris fungus can infect the
bloodstream and cause life-threatening
illness by invading the blood, heart and

brain, health officials said. More than 1
in 3 patients die from this level of inva-
sive fungal infection.

C. auris can be multidrug-resistant
and spreads easily in healthcare facil-
ities, while it mostly affects people who
are already very sick, federal health offi-
cials said. People without risk factors —
which include severe underlying condi-
tions that require complex medical
care, such as breathing and feeding
tubes or catheters — generally do not
get infected or colonized with C. auris
infection.

Experts say the pathogen is also dan-
gerous because it’s often resistant to
antifungal medicines commonly used
to treat infections. It’s also difficult to
identify without specialized laboratory
technology and is often mistaken for
other infections.

Where are cases?

The majority of Candida auris cases
in New York on the 2019 and more re-
cent lists of hospitals and nursing
homes hit facilities in New York City
and on Long Island.

But more than 24 of the hospitals
and nursing homes on the lists were in
counties outside New York City and
Long Island. They included Rochester
General Hospital and United Memorial
Medical Center in Batavia.

Some of the lists that health officials

have released involved clinical cases
where a patient was ill with Candida
auris, while others involved surveil-
lance cases that included patients who
were not ill but tested positive as part of
public health investigations.

What follows are names of medical
facilities, excluding New York City and
Long Island, that appeared on the initial
list of Candida auris cases released in
2019 as well as those on the lists re-
leased this year to the USA TODAY Net-
work New York.

How many cases in New York?

The breakdown of 5,172 total C. auris
cases in New York since 2016 includes:

h 2,255 clinical cases, where the pa-
tient was ill, state data show.

h 2,917 patients were surveillance
cases, which include people who were
not ill from C. auris and tested positive
as part of a public health investigation.

h 372 patients reflected above were
both a surveillance case and clinical
case based on national surveillance
definitions, state officials noted.

The tally of New York cases from
2020 to 2023 went up 154% as com-
pared to the number of cases from 2016
to 2019.

And last year, New York reported an-
other 1,023 C. auris cases, nearly a 3%
increase from the prior year. It also has
the highest total number of clinical

cases in the country based on CDC met-
rics, federal data show.

Why cases are rising

The spike in C. auris cases in New
York and nationally triggered a public
health alert in 2023 from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, as
medical facilities struggled to limit the
fungus' spread in the face of historic pa-
tient loads overall.

Experts say the rise in C. auris cases
may be a result of increased surveil-
lance efforts picking up more cases, de-
creased prevention efforts because of a
burdened health care system during the
COVID-19 pandemic, or both.

State health officials said they are ac-
tively working with the affected health-
care facilities as the number of cases
has steadily increased in New York and
nationally.

Officials noted New York has issued
multiple advisories directing medical
facilities about C. auris infection pre-
vention, control recommendations and
reporting guidelines.

The health care industry has histori-
cally opposed disclosing lists of medi-
cal facilities that had C. auris cases due
to concerns it could discourage patients
from choosing a facility. 

Other states and federal agencies
also withhold the facility-level list of
exposures.

RGH among NY the facilities that treated fungus
Official withheld details
from patients for years

David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

The three affordable housing provid-
ers participating in this program are
Rochester Housing Authority, Hart
Homes and Rosey Property Manage-
ment, which represent 4,100 renters in
Rochester.

This pilot program will last for six
months. By its end, each organization
will receive a $6,000 incentive to pay for
the service provider to submit on-time
rent payments to credit bureaus.

How is positive-only rent
reporting beneficial?

According to Credit Builders Alliance
and the Colorado Housing Finance Au-
thority, positive-only rent reporting in-
creases:

h Credit visibility: 100 percent of

previously credit-invisible participants
established a credit score.

h Improved credit scores: almost 80
percent of renters saw an increase in
their credit score, with an average rise of
62 points.

h Tenant engagement: 97 percent of
residents viewed rent reporting as a
valuable tool for building credit.

h On-time rental payments: 73 per-
cent of renters reported being more like-
ly to pay rent on time when it was re-
ported to credit bureaus.

“Positive-only rent reporting is a
safe, accessible and affordable way for
renters to build credit. Having a good
credit score allows us to access a variety
of things we need to build financial sta-
bility and to build wealth,” said Rachel
Levy-Culler, housing innovations senior
specialist at Credit Builders Alliance.

Kerria Weaver works as the Govern-
ment and You reporter for the Democrat
and Chronicle. Get in touch at kweav-
er@gannett.com.

Mayor Malik Evans explains homeownership is the focus of the city’s quality
housing task force. CHRISTINA CHKARBOUL/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE
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Even though there was skepticism
over DeepSeek’s cost claims, OpenAI
CEO Sam Altman called it an “impressive
model” while President Donald Trump
called it “a wakeup call for our indus-
tries.”

“We will obviously deliver much bet-
ter models and also it’s legit invigorating
to have a new competitor!” Altman, the
head of the AI firm behind ChatGPT, said
in a social media post.

DeepSeek bursting on to the AI scene
has upended the industry’s perception
that China was years behind its bigger
U.S. rivals.

Investors dumped tech stocks every-
where, with ripples felt from Tokyo to
Amsterdam to Silicon Valley.

“We don’t know how much of returns
we’re going to get off these AI invest-
ments. Everybody’s second guessing
what we have been doing for the last 18
months to two years, which is buying in-
discriminately” into AI stocks, said Kim
Forrest, chief investment officer at Bo-
keh Capital Partners.

“The Street is bullish in the long run,
but in the short- to medium-term, things
are uncertain.”

European tech stocks turned lower to
extend Monday’s losses. Shares in Infi-
neon and Dutch semiconductor compa-
ny ASML dipped 0.8% each, and German
software group SAP fell 1.4% following
quarterly results.

In the U.S., the Philadelphia semicon-
ductor index dropped 0.9%, a day after
suffering its deepest one-day percentage
drop since March 2020.

No margin of error

The selloff is a reminder of how much
investor capital is concentrated in such a
small number of stocks that trade at a
large premium to the rest of the market.

Before Monday’s rout, Nvidia’s shares
were trading at nearly 60 times the value
of its earnings, compared with 22 for the
entire S&P 500, according to LSEG data.

The hype around AI has powered a
huge flow of capital into equities, lead-
ing to an increase of around $10 trillion
in the market value of “Magnificent
Seven” companies since ChatGPT
kicked off the AI boom in November
2022.

However, Nvidia’s valuation multi-
ple slipping to its lowest in a year at
26.76 attracted retail investors.

Data analytics firm Vanda Research
showed retail investors took advantage
of the selloff in Nvidia to snap up a rec-
ord net $562.2 million in the compa-
ny’s stock on Monday. Buy orders from
retail orders outnumbered sell orders
by 2:1 ratio on Monday, according to
J.P.Morgan data.

“It’s a very emotional reaction to
something that we don’t have the full
story on. Investors are going to tiptoe
back in and start to nibble at some of
these oversold semiconductor stocks,”
said Art Hogan, chief market strategist
at B. Riley Wealth.

Enter the robots

Investors have borrowed big to buy
pricey tech stocks.

Monday’s selloff likely forced a lot of
selling of other assets to cover any
losses and, with far more algorithmic
trading models active, those moves
would have been exacerbated, said Rob
Almeida, global investment strategist
and portfolio manager at MFS Interna-
tional.

“When you get days like this, behind
the scenes, what might be exacerbating
it is leverage that might be being un-
wound and isn’t being accounted for,”
he said.

“So you combine all of these things,
companies over-earning, maybe the AI
supply chain being too full, valuations
really expensive, huge leverage built up
in the system and too many robots sell-
ing at the same time, and it all becomes
obvious after the fact.”

A number of Big Tech companies,
including Apple and Microsoft, will re-
port earnings later this week, and exec-
utives will be keen to address concerns
about capital spending.

Tech shares
Continued from Page 1A

U.S. tech stocks went reeling early
this week after a small Chinese artificial
intelligence startup said it can compete
with the likes of ChatGPT and other
U.S.-based AI models at a fraction of
the cost. 

DeepSeek, a Hangzhou-based star-
tup founded in 2023, shot to the top of
Apple’s App Store free app chart after
releasing a new open-source AI model it
says rivals OpenAI’s o1 model. Its web-
site was hit by outages amid a spike in
interest. 

Tech stocks, including those for
leading AI chip manufacturer Nvidia,
tumbled Monday. 

“Clearly tech stocks are under mas-
sive pressure led by Nvidia as the Street
will view DeepSeek as a major per-
ceived threat to US tech dominance and
owning this AI Revolution,” Wedbush
Securities analyst Daniel Ives said in a
note.

DeepSeek is an artificial intelligence
lab. The startup says its AI models,
DeepSeek-V3 and DeepSeek-R1, are on
par with OpenAI and Meta’s most ad-
vanced models. 

Chinese corporate records show the
controlling shareholder is Liang Wen-
feng, co-founder of the hedge fund
High-Flyer.

DeepSeek says it cost less than
$6 million to train its DeepSeek-V3
model. OpenAI, by comparison, spent
over $100 million to train the latest ver-
sion of ChatGPT, according to Wired. 

Analysts say the technology is im-
pressive, especially since DeepSeek

says it used less-advanced chips to pow-
er its AI training.

The Biden administration had limited
the export of certain advanced AI chips.

“In the wrong hands, powerful AI sys-
tems have the potential to exacerbate sig-
nificant national security risks, including
by enabling the development of weapons
of mass destruction, supporting power-
ful offensive cyber operations, and aiding
human rights abuses, such as mass sur-
veillance,” the Biden administration said
in a statement earlier this month. 

But DeepSeek says the chip restric-
tions haven’t stopped it from releasing a
model that is 20 to 50 times cheaper than
the OpenAI o1 model, depending on the
task. 

“We were primed to expect that AI de-
velopment would grow by leaps and
bounds since the public launch of
ChatGPT, but the U.S. was caught by sur-
prise when the latest leap came from Chi-
na,” Damian Rollison, director of market
insights for AI marketing firm SOCi, told
USA TODAY in an emailed statement. 

Some have disputed the startup’s
claims. Scale AI CEO Alexandr Wang ar-
gued during a CNBC interview last week
that the startup used advanced Nvidia
chips. Bernstein analysts also said in a
note that total training costs were higher
than DeepSeek claims. 

DeepSeek did not respond to a request
for comment from USA TODAY.

DeepSeek’s app is powered by the
DeepSeek-V3 model. The startup de-
scribes its app as using “state-of-the-art”
AI that “leads global standards and
matches top-tier international models.” 

The app hit the top of Apple’s App
Store “top free apps” chart after a Jan. 10
launch.

DeepSeek is the latest app with con-
nections to China to hit the top of the Ap-
ple App Store charts.

Tech sector reeling from
Chinese AI app DeepSeek 

EXPLAINER

Startup is a ‘perceived
threat’ to US dominance 

Bailey Schulz
USA TODAY


