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In early December, attorneys repre-
senting RowVaughn Wells – Tyre Nich-
ols’ mother – filed a motion that notified
the court of their intent to file an
amended lawsuit.

The move was opposed in legal filings
by the city of Memphis, Tennessee, and
multiple other defendants. Other de-
fense attorneys said the new complaint
would be detrimental to them since it
would require them to start, essentially,
from square one for their motions.

The motion was heard and ultimately
granted in federal court Jan. 3. During
that hearing, attorneys said the new
complaint contained details learned
from the federal criminal trial that end-
ed in early October 2024.

Despite arguments that the amended
lawsuit would be the same at its core,
the amended lawsuit – filed the same
day it was granted by a judge – com-
pletely restructures Wells’ case against
the city.

The original complaint acted more as
a timeline of sorts, detailing the history
of the city hiring Cerelyn “C.J.” Davis as
its police chief, the creation of the
SCORPION Unit and then Nichols’ fatal
beating in January 2023. It also focused
on decisions made by Davis and had a
sharper focus on the SCORPION Unit.

The amended complaint takes a
broader look at the Memphis Police De-
partment, highlighting problems that
took place before Nichols’ beating, and
some that took place before Davis was
hired. It pulls emphasis away from Da-
vis as a primary target of the litigation,
instead alleging that MPD has a long-
standing culture of violating the rights
of citizens.

It says that culture takes the form of
the “run tax,” a term used to describe
punitive force for suspects who run
from or are perceived as disrespectful to
officers, and a wider code of silence.

Both concepts were presented during
the federal criminal trial through officer
testimony.

The updated lawsuit sues Davis in
both her official and individual capaci-
ties. In her official capacity as the poli-
cymaker for the Memphis Police De-
partment, she is essentially being sued
as a representative of the city of Mem-
phis. However, suing her in her individ-
ual capacity, which involves allegations
that she gave direct orders to violate civ-
il rights, requires meeting a different le-
gal standard.

Despite this, Davis is less prominent-
ly featured in the amended complaint
compared to the original. The first three
sections of the original complaint fo-
cused heavily on Davis, examining her
hiring, her role in establishing the
SCORPION Unit, her tenure in Atlanta,
and her involvement with the now-dis-
banded RED DOG Unit. These sections
allege that she should have been aware
of the risks associated with saturation
policing.

The amended complaint, in compari-
son, leads with describing the practices
seen in footage from Nichols’ beating as

“widespread” and further alleges that
there is a “longstanding custom of bru-
talizing civilians without justification.”

The lawsuit includes allegations mir-
rored in the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice’s pattern-or-practice findings re-
port.

The first section also alleges that offi-
cers would punish suspects with a “run
tax” and that the MPD culture encour-
ages officers to protect each other by ex-
aggerating a suspect’s behavior when
describing the use of force.

“This fabrication and manipulation
of evidence was enabled by an en-
trenched code of silence within the
MPD,” the amended complaint said.
“The code of silence meant that MPD of-
ficers would fail to report violations by
other officers and would assist other of-
ficers in covering up violations. It was
widely known within the MPD that an
MPD officer who broke the code of si-
lence could expect retaliation from oth-
er MPD officers. Because of this culture,
MPD officers feared that if they broke
the code of silence, they would be la-
beled a ‘snitch,’ would face social isola-
tion from fellow officers and might not
get help from other officers when they
needed it in the field.”

The last sentence was taken directly
from testimony of one MPD officer dur-
ing trial.

In line with taking a wider look at the
department, the lawsuit also names ad-
ditional instances where officers used
force. Those incidents date back to 2015,
long before Davis was confirmed as po-
lice chief and well before the SCORPION
Unit was established.

The original complaint cited seven
instances of police using force, involv-
ing nine individuals, all related to the
SCORPION Unit. In contrast, the
amended complaint lists 21 instances
involving 24 individuals. This new list
includes other high-profile cases, such
as the 2015 killing of 19-year-old Darius
Stewart by an officer.

By the middle of the amended law-
suit, which is about the same length as
the original, it returns to a similar for-
mat, detailing the Nichols beating. The
main differences in these sections are
the added details from the city’s second
release of body camera footage from the
night Nichols was beaten.

Neither version of the lawsuit spec-
ifies the amount of damages being
sought. However, notable civil rights at-
torney Ben Crump, who represents
Wells, stated after the original filing that
they were seeking $550 million.
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RowVaughn Wells, the mother of Tyre Nichols, has amended her lawsuit over the
death of her son at the hands of the Memphis Police Department. 
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Amended lawsuit from 
RowVaughn Wells
Tyre Nichols’ mother

Some iPhone users never deleted
TikTok during its brief ban in the U.S.,
and now some of those individuals are
selling their phones for thousands of
dollars on eBay as the popular app re-
mains absent from Apple’s App Store.

Users with the app downloaded on
their phones can access the short-
video platform that returned for mil-
lions in the U.S. on Sunday and Mon-
day. While some can jump back on Tik-
Tok without a hitch, others who either
deleted or never downloaded the app
remain in the dark as the Apple and
Google app stores in the U.S. still don’t
have it available.

It is unclear when TikTok will return
to the app stores despite President
Donald Trump signing an executive or-
der to delay enforcing the ban. None-
theless, several iPhone owners who
have kept the app downloaded are now
selling their brand-new or used phones
for up to $25,000. 

Requests for comment from TikTok
and eBay on Wednesday were not im-
mediately answered.

An eBay user in Ruskin, Florida, list-
ed an iPhone 15 Pro Max “With TikTok”
for $10,000 or best offer. According to
the listing, the device had received
more than 1,800 views over 24 hours.

Other eBay users listed iPhones with
TikTok installed for prices between
$500 and $25,000 depending on the
model and condition. The $25,000 list-
ing from a seller in Whittier, North Car-
olina, was for an iPhone 16 Pro Max with
the app installed.

It was unclear if the iPhones with
TikTok installed were selling, but most
of the more than 2,000 phones being
auctioned on eBay did not have active
bids. The phones that had offers were
older iPhone models that were going for
about $100 to $200.

One eBay seller in Raleigh, North
Carolina, even listed a 128 gigabyte
iPhone 15 Pro with TikTok and Cap Cut,
a video-editing app owned by TikTok’s
Chinese parent company ByteDance,
installed for more than $4.5 million.

The timeline for TikTok’s return to
Google and Apple app stores is murky,
but Trump has given the app’s users
hope as he proposed a joint venture in-
volving the U.S. owning 50% of the app.

“They’ll have something that’s actu-
ally more valuable because they have
the ultimate partner, and the United
States will make it very worthwhile for
them in terms of the permits and every-
thing else,” Trump said after meeting
with TikTok’s owners.

Trump also said he is open to Tesla
and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk or Oracle
co-founder Larry Ellison buying Tik-
Tok. If either billionaire buys the app, it
could speed up its return to app stores.

It seemingly would take a deal get-
ting done to get TikTok back on the app
stores, which is something General At-
lantic CEO Bill Ford told Axios will get
done during an event on Wednesday in
Davos, Switzerland.

General Atlantic is a major investor
in ByteDance, and Ford is on TikTok’s
Chinese parent company’s board of di-
rectors.

“We’ll get on with it, as soon as may-
be the end of the week in terms of nego-
tiating what might work. … The Chi-
nese government, the U.S. government
and the company and the board all have
to be involved in this conversation,”
Ford said, according to Axios.

iPhones with TikTok app
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An iPhone displays a popup message
on the TikTok app as the platform
welcomed users back after being
unavailable for a short time. KAYLA
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There’s Dolly Plowtown. Beyon-
sleigh. Saline Dion and Taylor Drift.
Watch out for Clark W. Blizzwald, Han
Snowlo, and Darth Blader. 

Put down that novel – F. Salt Fitzger-
ald might be roaming a street near you
this winter. 

As snow blankets much of the Unit-
ed States, plows and salt trucks with
cheeky names are gearing up to pick up
the mess from Massachusetts to Ne-
braska, Arlington, Va. to Wichita, Kan. 

Call it a winter craze sweeping the
nation. Literally. 

In the past few years, cities and
states across the country have begun
holding naming contests for snow-
plows and other winter weather vehi-
cles. The goal: add some levity to
stressful storms, promote safe driving
and shed light on the work of emergen-
cy response crews. 

“We thought it would be a fun engag-
ing way to connect and engage with
Connecticut residents and commuters
– all in the name of safety,” said Con-
necticut Department of Transportation
spokesperson Josh Morgan. “It is a re-
minder to them to not crash into us, to
keep it easy and slow down on the
roads.” 

Connecticut has hosted a naming
contest for its residents for the past
three years, Morgan said. Last year, the
state’s Department of Transportation
partnered with 40 local schools for the
contest to teach young children how to
safely navigate around plows. 

Some of the winning entries includ-
ed SnowBob Plowpants, Up2 Snow
Good and Fast & Flurryous. Morgan ex-
pects this year’s winning names to be
released by Jan. 24. 

The quirk of naming snowplows
isn’t unique to the United States. The
trend appears to have begun in Scot-
land. Traffic Scotland’s website dates
the origin back to a 2006 naming con-
test for “gritters,” what they call plows,
among school children in the country. 

But Ryan Gilbert, a spokesperson for
the national transportation agency,

Transport Scotland, said the country
didn’t officially launch its national con-
test until 2016. It was designed to bring
attention to Scotland’s “Gritter Track-
er,” which allows people to follow
plows’ progress and see what roads
around them have been treated. 

Today, the country’s entire fleet of
240 gritters have all been lovingly
named by citizens through local radio,
newspaper and school contests. The
names range from pop culture icons to
snow puns. 

Creativity knows no bounds – so the
agency had to set some. Titles need to
be less than 25 characters long, or un-
der four words. Inappropriate entries
and ones with swear words are not ac-
cepted. This year’s fleet includes Mr.
Snow-it-all, Salt Shaker, Carrie Brad-
thaw, Sled Zepplin, Icetalavista Baby,
Brine Freeze, to name just a few. 

Municipalities across the United
States have adopted similar snow plow
trackers. Arlington County in Virginia
began its naming contest this year to
spread the word about its snow and ice
map. 

“We wanted it to be a fun way for
people to follow along, but also bring
awareness to just the hard work that
these crews do,” said Kiara Candelaria
Nieves, a communications specialist
for the county’s department of envi-
ronmental services. 

Snowplow naming contests
bring joy in bleak winter
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A PennDOT plow truck heads west
while clearing snow on Route 5 in
Girard Township, Pa., last week.
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