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(585) 484-9276
CALL TODAY!

Hear Better and Improve Your Quality of Life

This gift card is an eGift Card. Once you complete your hearing test, you will receive your eGift Card via email from our third-party supplier. Limit one eGift Card per customer. 

Must be 55 or older. Must not have been tested or made a purchase in the last 6 months. Value not redeemable for cash. Cannot be combined with other promotions. Some 

conditions apply, see store for details. Hearing test must be performed. Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® locations only. Expires 1/31/2025.

Fully Digital Hearing Aids
One coupon per purchase. Available on MEMINI™ Solution 1 

only, one aid only. Expires 1/31/2025.

$20

2/$995

PLUS RECEIVE A

Gift Card

FREE** LIFETIME 
SERVICE

AFFORDABLE 
FINANCING OPTIONS

MOST INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED

*Hearing evaluation is always free. Hearing evaluation is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only, 

not a medical exam. **Cleanings and in-office service are always free. Miracle-Ear® lifetime aftercare not included with 

hearing aids purchased utilizing some insurance benefits or to OTC hearing aids. See store for details.
CODE: BA514533

BOOK YOUR FREE* HEARING EVALUATION 
AND OTOSCOPE EXAM

START THE 
NEW YEAR RIGHT!

Discover Miracle-EarMINI,™ 
our SMALLEST hearing aids.

NOW 
YOU 

DON’T

NOW 
YOU 

SEE IT

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money 
in your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll 
rush you a FREE Information Kit 

with all the details.

Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NV: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a 
provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-dentist. For complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. Certifi cate C250A; Insurance Policy 
P150. Certifi cate C254 (ID: C254ID, PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154 (GA: P154GA, NY: P154NY, OK: P154OK, TN: P154TN)
6129-0524

In a span of seven
weeks, both Debby and
Helene lashed the same
71,000 acres with winds
up to 140 mph. Then the
Big Bend counties and a
dozen others were inun-
dated with flooding rain
from Milton. 

The destruction envel-
oped timber, corn, mel-
ons, tomatoes, citrus,
nuts, flocks of turkeys and
dairy cows — and the in-
frastructure needed by
their industries. 

The committee’s chair
— Republican state Sen.
Keith Truenow — sus-
pects the report underes-
timates losses. 

Truenow is a central
Florida sod producer
whose farm endured sig-
nificant losses during
Hurricane Idalia in 2023.
He told the IFAS report’s
author, Christa D. Court,
that he suspects losses
will total at least $1.2 bil-
lion by the time she con-
cludes her report later this

year. 
“In the end, there are a

lot of things that you’re
not capturing yet,” True-
now said. “You’re proba-
bly missing a third of what
the real, true costs are.” 

Court explained losses
that bleed into calendar
year 2025 and marketing
year 2025-26 have not yet
been calculated. 

“There are acute im-
pacts on the farm you can
see — Florida Senate’s Ag-
riculture Committee like
the fruit has fallen off of
the citrus tree, but you
don’t see the branch dam-
age that might lead to fruit
loss later in the season,”
Court said. 

Also not included in
the preliminary estimate
are the costs of materials
and labor to repair and re-
place roads, buildings and
irrigation systems. 

Moreover, IFAS does
not calculate the timber
industry’s financial
losses, which is done by
the Florida Forest Service,
nor does it factor in
changes in purchasing be-
havior in the agriculture
supply chain because of
the storms that affected
Florida producers.

The IFAS survey of
damages from the 2024
hurricane season will
continue through the end
of this year. 

Farms
Continued from Page 1A

As a federal holiday, most govern-
ment offices were closed and the Post-
al Service did not deliver mail on Mon-
day –but there was plenty of activity
happening across the nation nonethe-
less on Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Marches, parades, job fairs and oth-
er events in big cities, small towns,
states and institutions across America
honored King, who gained global fame
for his nonviolent approach to civil
rights and social justice.

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul said
King “showed us the power of courage,
compassion and fighting for what’s
right. ... We must continue fighting to
ensure that one day, his dream for hu-
manity will come true.”

Commemorative parades and
marches in many communities hon-
ored the iconic marches from Selma,
Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama, in
1965 that helped lead to the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. Selma itself hosted
a Stop the Violence Rally and March.

In Atlanta, the King Center spon-
sored two weeks of events with the
theme “Mission Possible: Protecting
Freedom, Justice, and Democracy in
the Spirit of Nonviolence365.” 

In Baltimore, the American Vision-
ary Art Museum sponsored a “Dare to
Dream Day,” with an open microphone
event for people to talk about what
King means to them, along with art
creation, music, dance and other
events.

Houston was among cities holding
job fairs, promising an event “packed
with resources and opportunities for
those seeking new employment.”

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott lauded
King’s legacy and said the “beacon of
hope he inspired in our nation will
burn bright for generations to come.”

Tuesday, the day after MLK Day,
has been designated a National Day of
Racial Healing.

In Jackson, Mississippi, admission
is free at the Two Mississippi Mu-
seums, which include the Mississippi
Civil Rights Museum and the Museum
of Mississippi History. Director Mi-
chael Morris said the weekend’s
events and free admission celebrate
the 60th anniversary of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

“The Mississippi Civil Rights Mu-
seum has exhibits related to that pow-
erful historical moment,” Morris said.

Contributing: Mary Boyte, Missis-
sippi Clarion Ledger

A supporter of President Donald Trump stands near the Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial in Washington ahead of Trump’s inauguration Monday.
KEVIN MOHATT/REUTERS

John Bacon
USA TODAY

Nation marks MLK Day
with marches, parades

As embers wafted overhead against a
reddening sky, Adonis and Denise Jones
grabbed a few belongings and left their
house in Altadena, California, figuring
firefighters battling the wildfire would
do their thing and they’d be able to re-
turn in a couple of days. 

Their home had been purchased in
the 1960s by Denise’s parents, part of a
growing influx of African American
homeowners and business owners who
found acceptance and affordability in
the hillside suburb, making it among
Los Angeles County’s first Black mid-
dle-class havens.

Numerous family members followed
and, like others, passed their homes
down through generations as Califor-
nia’s real estate market flourished. 

The wildfire, among a series of large-
scale blazes that struck the county this
month, has ripped a hole in the founda-
tion they and others left behind. Ro-
chele Jones, the couple’s 42-year-old
daughter, said her parents and other
family members collectively lost more
than a dozen homes in Altadena.

“It’s gut-wrenching,” she said. “You
had your family around, and when you
had an issue, you could turn to your
family for help. But this was the first
time I’ve experienced where everybody
lost everything on the same day.”

With many of the structures in the
community of 43,000 largely destroyed,
many question whether Altadena will
be able to reclaim the diverse character
and Black heritage that made it unique. 

A pair of prominent African Ameri-
can law firms have partnered with Cali-
fornia’s Prince Hall Masons to launch a
GoFundMe page dedicated to Black res-
idents displaced by the fire to prioritize
those most at risk and fill the financial
gaps not met by federal assistance.

“This community has a large popula-
tion of African Americans,” said James
Bryant, a partner with The Cochran
Firm in Los Angeles. “There’s a lot of el-
derly people who’ve owned their homes
forever and live on fixed incomes. Their
insurance policies are getting canceled.
If we don’t raise the issue, they’re going
to get overlooked.”

Overall, the Southern California fires
have killed at least 27 and damaged or
destroyed more than 10,000 structures
along the Pacific Coast and inland near
the San Gabriel Mountains.

Hundreds of displaced Black Altade-
na families have launched GoFundMe
pages seeking financial aid, “but there’s
also a lot of elderly people out there who
don’t know how to do that,” Bryant said.
“They’re our most vulnerable folks.”

He said that although the short-term
goal is to help people get what they need
to stay afloat, organizers will look to
build long-term partnerships to help re-
vitalize the area and protect those who
want to stay from predatory developers.

“Some people have already been
reached out to about selling their prop-
erty, and that really hurts,” community
advocate Jasmyne Cannick said. “Peo-

ple are waiting in the wings to buy. We
want to make sure folks aren’t tricked
into signing over their land.”

Altadena’s Black community had be-
gun to sprout in the area as early as the
1920s and 1930s, when the Great Migra-
tion brought families looking to escape
discrimination in the Jim Crow South.

“Altadena was one of the initial
neighborhoods in Los Angeles County
that allowed Black families,” Bryant
said. “That’s why you saw so many gen-
erational families living in this area.”

Until the 1960s, Altadena remained
overwhelmingly white, a result of past
racial covenants, according to nonprofit
advocacy group Altadena Heritage.

The community began to transform
with the passage of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and Fair Housing Act of 1968.
White families began to flee the area,
driven by freeway construction, smog
and societal developments like the civil
rights movement, school integration
and the Watts Riots, the group said.

By 1980, a population that was 95%
white had fallen to 49%. Meanwhile, as
Black professionals and working-class
families found affordable refuge in Alta-
dena, their numbers rose in the same
20-year period from under 4% to 43%.

“Places like Altadena and certain
areas of Compton and South Central Los
Angeles was where Black families were
forced to live,” Bryant said. “Altadena
was a little further out, but it was afford-
able and allowed Black businesses to
operate. Black families could raise fam-
ilies and have a community where they
felt safe and could support each other.”

The suburban community they built
was passed down to their children, gen-
erational homes that in time grew in val-
ue along with California’s real estate
market. Today, the unincorporated area
remains one of Southern California’s
most diverse, with a Black population
just over 20% and a remarkable home-
ownership rate of more than 75%.

“It was a happy place with beautiful
mountains,” said Carl Jones, 55, a 25-
year veteran of the Pasadena parks de-
partment. “We worked hard to pay for it.
It was a Black community. It wasn’t skid
row, but we weren’t rich.”

The home in which he lived with his
mother, jazz vocalist Cheryl Conley, was
destroyed by the fire. Conley is staying
with a friend in Los Angeles; Jones is
currently at a local hotel but doesn’t
know what he’ll do after that.

In the late 1990s, Conley bought the
home in which she and Jones lived for a
fraction of what homes are going for to-
day. But the real value, Jones said, was
in the sense of community.

“It was the neighbors,” he said. “We
were so tight. We looked after each oth-
er.” That sense of community and heri-
tage, Jones said, “is unrecoverable. You
can only get that with time. If we go, it’s
over. It won’t happen again.”

In recent years, many insurance
companies have discontinued fire cov-
erage in Altadena. So far, Carl Jones said
he’d gotten no response from his insur-
ance carrier, but he knows recovery
can’t happen without help from outside.

“We’ve already gotten calls to sell,” he
said. “But we’re going to stay. If I have to
live in a tent on the property, we’re going
to stay. It’s ours.”

Black heritage at risk
amid Calif. wildfires
Advocates seek plan for
long-term revitalization

Marc Ramirez
USA TODAY


