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non- violent social change
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Celebrate the life and work
of Dr. Martin Luther King
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The 40th Anniversary
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Monday, January 20th at 9.
Kodak Hall at Eastman Thea!
26 Gibbs Street

" Enjoy the 40th Annual
MLK Day Celebration in
Rochester with a rousing
worship service with the
MLK Community Choir and
hear from Pastor Sebrone
Johnson of Greater
Harvest Church.

“On the one hand we must accept the finite
disappointment, but in spite of this we must maintain
the infinite hope.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
Shattered Dreams, 1962

GREETINGS FROM THE COMMISSION

We approach Martin Luther King Day this year with solemnity. There is a cruel irony
that, this year, MLK Day falls on the same day as the inauguration of Donald Trump
whose white supremacist, neo-fascist, and violent campaign stand in direct contrast
to the Kingian vision of the Beloved Community and economic justice.

Those of us who share Dr. King's values— radical agape love, the transformative
possibilities of creative tension, courageous and strategic nonviolent resistance—
found ourselves demoralized in the wake of an election that seemed to confirm the
adage that, “the more things had changed, the more they had stayed the same.” Still
afflicted with irreconcilable wealth and income inequity, still confronting spiritual
death from hyper-militarization at the expense of social uplift and agency, still
manipulated by virulent racism and xenophobia.

Over the last few months, many of us have run the gamut of reactions to these
disappointing times. Some of us were bitter, cynically hoping for comeuppance for
political opponents. Others decided to withdraw. More than a few friends reported
that they would no longer watch the news or scroll social feeds. Some took the path
of fatalism expressed in the resigned sentiment, “itis, what it is...” Yet in his prescient
way Dr. King had even considered how we might respond to these moments of
profound disappointment.

In the wake of the election, we came across a draft of a chapter King had penned
titled, Shattered Dreams. In this unpublished text, Dr. King implores us to avoid the
traps of bitterness, escapism, and fatalism and he offers us a redemptive path
forward. He says that we must honestly confront our shattered dream and ask the
question, how might we transform this liability into an asset. And, he suggests to us
that though we accept finite disappointment, we MAINTAIN INFINITE HOPE!

This is not a passive response. In fact, Dr. King is honest with us that the
transformation of disappointment into redemptive action is difficult. But, he notes
that “to suffer in a righteous cause is to grow to our humanity’s full stature.” As our
struggle for justice enters a new phase that may bring more risk, we respond with the
audacity of our hope and courage to sacrifice because “our ultimate measure is not
where we stand in moments of comfort and convenience, but where we stand at
times of challenge and controversy.” And, why must we respond with sacrifice and
hope? Because as King goes on to say, “through our suffering in this oppressive
prison and our non-violent struggle to get out of it, we may give the kind of spiritual
dynamic to western civilization that it so desperately needs to survive.” This point is
more relevant than ever and it is indeed a time of challenge and controversy— so we
ask you, "Where will you stand?”
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