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The words and stories of inmates from Marcy Cor-
rectional Facility paint a picture of a place with a histo-
ry of pain, violence, and a system wielded like a fist by
the very people sworn to keep them safe.

This came to light after Robert Brooks, an inmate at
Marcy Correctional, was brutally attacked by 14 cor-
rections officers while in custody. Corrections officer
body cameras captured the incident, showing some
officers throwing punches while Brooks was hand-
cuffed behind his back, while others stood and
watched on.

Since then, the New York State Attorney General’s
Office has recused itself from the investigation and
has assigned Onondaga County District Attorney Wil-
liam Fitzpatrick to the case. Three more corrections of-
ficers and a nurse were among the 17 suspended, and
one person resigned before the penalties were handed
down. 

Of the 18 corrections officers involved, four were
named in previous lawsuits by inmates and were rep-
resented by the Attorney General’s Office. However, as
part of its recusal, the office has also withdrawn as
counsel for the corrections officers involved, with a
spokesperson from the AG’s Office saying that they are
committed to upholding fairness and integrity in the
justice system.

The Observer-Dispatch obtained public records of
the lawsuits that named Sgt. Glenn Trombly, Officer
Anthony Farina, Officer Anzalone, and Officer Robert
Kessler. Each of the officers were also named in the
Brooks’ attack.

These lawsuits were brought in a two-year span,
from 2020 to 2022, and have yet to be decided and are
open to scrutiny.

Each inmate alleged a similar practice being done
by officers at Marcy — attacking them when their
hands are cuffed behind their backs.

Just like Brooks.
The following accounts and image are graphic and

may be disturbing to some readers.

Marcy inmate says he was 
beaten, pepper sprayed

Trombly and Farina are named in the same lawsuit
filed on Feb. 28, 2022 by the lawyers of William Alva-
rez, a former inmate of Marcy Correctional Facility.

On Sept. 25, 2020, Alvarez alleged an incident start-
ed during a disagreement with Corrections Officer Ca-
leb Bause, when Bause ordered him to stop talking or
lower his voice when speaking with another inmate.

Later that day, Alvarez said Bause ordered him to
clean the floors of the bathroom shower dorm, and
while in the bathroom area, Bause called out to him.
When he turned around, Alvarez said Bause pepper
sprayed him.

Following the alleged pepper spraying, Alvarez al-
leged that he ran out of the bathroom in the main dorm
area so there would be witnesses.

In the lawsuit, Bause is described as ordering indi-
viduals into their dorm and Alvarez into the vestibule
before activating his personal alarm system.

It was at this point that Farina and Trombly arrived
with two other officers, Skyler Tuttle and Michael Bab-
icz, according to the lawsuit.

Alvarez alleged that Bause told the other correc-
tions officer that he attacked Bause. This prompted
Tuttle to “ ... slam [Alvarez’s] head against the wall

multiple times” before he was placed in handcuffs, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

After being handcuffed, Alvarez said he fell to the
ground and was kicked multiple times in the head and
body. He couldn’t identify who was kicking but noted
that the other officers inside the vestibule with him in-
tervened or attempted to intervene.

Following the beating, Alvarez was put into a van
and transported to the infirmary with Tuttle, Farina,
and Trombly.

While inside the van, Alvarez said Tuttle punched
him multiple times, while Farina and Trombly
watched and failed to intervene.

Alvarez said the beating only stopped once they
reached the infirmary.

Alvarez suffered multiple injuries, including facial
fractures that required surgical repair and left him
with a permanent facial deformity.

Alvarez was released from Great Meadow Correc-
tional Facility on June 25, 2021.

The Observer-Dispatch reached out to Alvarez’s
lawyer at Sivin, Miller & Roche, but they declined to
comment.

Another alleged guard assault 
at Marcy Correctional Facility

Like the Alvarez incident, former inmate Adam
Bauer alleged an assault by guards on Feb. 12, 2022.

Bauer alleged he was smoking a cigarette in the
bathroom when Corrections Officer Antonio Iodice
found him and Bauer said he submitted to Bauer’s or-
der of a contraband search.

And that’s when Bauer said Iodice hit him in the
head and threw him to the ground, kicking him repeat-
edly.

Bauer said Anzalone, along with Sgt. Alfred Zeina
and Sgt. Thomas McNaney, joined in the assault.

One of the sergeants, whom Bauer doesn’t name ac-
cording to the lawsuit, hit him over the head repeated-
ly with a clipboard. So hard, according to the lawsuit,
the metal clasp left a V-shaped gash in Bauer’s fore-
head, according to the lawsuit.

Corrections officers provided multiple reasons in
reports to both the Correctioncal medical staff and St.
Luke’s staff why Bauer was injured: that the wounds
were self-inflicted, that another inmate was respon-
sible, and in one case, that it was because of a seatbelt.

Medical staff documented his injuries, finding
bruising on his abdomen and two gashes on his fore-
head that required more than 20 stitches to close.

Upon returning to prison, Bauer said a corrections
officer grabbed him in the infirmary bathroom and
threatened him if he told anyone about the assault.

He was then thrown into solitary confinement and a
hearing was to be held for disciplinary charges.

Bauer was serving a short sentence for a non-vio-
lent drug-related offense and was less than a year from
his release before the incident. He filed the lawsuit on
Sept. 23, 2022, shortly after his release.

The Observer-Dispatch reached out to Bauer’s law-
yer at Emery, Celli, Brinckerhoff, Abady, Ward & Maa-
zel, but received no response.

Name calling alleged in another lawsuit

Another lawsuit involving corrections officers in-
volved in the Brooks case was filed by inmate Keno
Ramsay on March 18, 2022. He is representing himself
and named Kessler as one of the guards who had been
verbally abusing him. However, verbal abuse is only
one of Ramsay’s complaints.

Ramsay’s lawsuit filed March 18, 2022 claimed he
was being discriminated against not only for his race
but because of his mental illness.

He wrote how he has been called racial slurs and
insulted by the corrections officer, naming Kessler and
others.

Ramsay wrote in his statement that he was trying to
rehabilitate but couldn’t due to the constant abuse. He
said he attempted to go through proper channels and
file grievances but faced retaliation.

Marcy inmate said he was 
bound and pepper sprayed

The case of David Gibson is the most recent. Gibson
is representing himself and named 30 people in his
suit against Marcy Correctional Facility.

In instances in which Gibson was not able to obtain
the first name of an individual in the lawsuit, he in-
stead wrote their last name, followed by “John Doe.”

He wrote “Kessler” in the lawsuit in the electronic
case file and identified them as a corrections officer at
Marcy Correctional Facility who was being represent-
ed by the New York State Office of the Attorney Gener-
al.

Gibson said on May 5, 2022, he was assaulted while
leaving a program at the Marcy Residential Mental
Health Unit and a corrections officer identified as “Gio-
vanni” pushed him into a wall. This was after he wrote
a letter to a district judge, stating a corrections officer
was stealing his property.

Gibson described how he was beaten, pepper
sprayed, and put in leg shackles while screaming that
he wasn’t resisting and couldn’t breathe.

Gibson alleged that he was then brought to the infir-
mary for a black eye.

He then identified “Kessler” as one of the men who
joined the other corrections officers to bring Gibson to
his cell. Gibson alleged Kessler grabbed him by his hair
and said, “You got box time now bitch!”

In his cell, Gibson was still covered in pepper spray
and coughing, sneezing, and “screaming in pain.”

Gibson alleged Kessler closed his cell window and
told him, “If you feel any type of way, cover up.”

Gibson has included myriad exhibits in his file — all
the while alleging harassment by corrections officers. 

What’s next?

All the filed lawsuits are still being reviewed and no
decision has yet to be made.

The investigation into the Brooks case is still ongo-
ing and those involved yet have yet to be charged.

4 COs accused in Brooks’ death face other suits

A view of Mid-State Correctional Facility in Marcy.
DANIEL DELOACH/UTICA OBSERVER-DISPATCH

Casey Pritchard
Utica Observer Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

Through the biting wind and cold, people gathered
near Marcy Correctional on Tuesday with a fire in their
hearts to protest and demand justice for Robert
Brooks.

The group consisted of people from the Unified
Black Caucus, Live and Direct on the Air, Freedom is a
Must, Voice of Da Voiceless, and more.

Robert Brooks died on Dec. 10 at Wynn Hospital, fol-
lowing what officials said was “an altercation with a
corrections officer,” that later was shown on bodycam
footage to be a brutal assault of Brooks while his hands
were cuffed behind his back.

“I’m here because I’ve been Robert Brooks,” said Avi
Gross, host of the podcast “Live and Direct on the Air,”
and a Freedom is a Must foundation member. “I made
it out safely. Brooks did not.”

Gross identified himself as having once been incar-
cerated and now turned prison advocate.

“I go state to state and fight for justice against things
like this: police brutality and harassment,” he said. 

Gross said that too much time had passed and
wanted to know why the 18 corrections facility employ-
ees were “...still free.”

“If it were us, they would have called local and state
police, the sheriff, and Homeland Security to arrest
us,” Gross said. “They’ve lost their jobs, but they need
to be held accountable. It’s all on video.”

Robert Lucas, president of Voice of Da Voiceless, a
not-for-profit organization focused on prison advoca-
cy, called for accountability and shamed anyone who
ignores the Brooks case.

Lucas said he lives in Utica and was once incarcer-
ated for five and a half years, and since then, he refers
to his time incarcerated as his “trauma and tribula-
tions.” 

He was released on June 13 from the Mohawk Cor-
rectional Facility.

And echoing Gross’s sentiment, Lucas said his ex-
perience was just like Brooks'.

“It wasn’t my time and tribulations; it was my trau-
ma and tribulations,” he explained. “It’s trauma the
minute you’re sentenced… It degraded who I was in so-
ciety and that carries with you for the rest of your life.
No matter where you go, you don’t feel like a normal

human being.”

Prison advocacy

More than anything, Lucas said that there needs to
be a change in how the system handles incarcerated
individuals and that, in many ways, people are left de-
stroyed and are never the same.

“This is why we’re here. And we’re not going any-
where until this problem [with corrections] is re-
solved,” Lucas said. “We need to make sure this isn’t
repeated, and this never happens again… If we want to
correct individuals that have made a mistake, we need
to put them somewhere that nurtures them, teaches
them, molds them, and loves them.”

“Right now, you are putting someone in jail and then
punishing them for being in jail,” he continued. “There
has to be a sense of law, order, and balance. Without it,
we have chaos.”

Protesters demand reforms, justice for Brooks
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Demanding justice and change, Unified Black Caucus, along with Live and Direct On the Air (Freedom is a
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Robert Lucas, president of Voice of Da Voiceless,
outside of Marcy Correctional Facility on Tuesday.


