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Coveted pitcher Sasaki 
rules out Yankees, Mets
SPORTS, 1C

SAN LUIS, Ariz. – Four hours before
dawn, dozens of buses lined the half-lit
streets next to the U.S.-Mexico port of entry.

Men and women in caps and hoodies,
some carrying backpacks, filled the side-
walks, chatted, ate at truck stands, or bun-
dled up to catch some sleep. Many stood in a
double line that stretched for over a block to
enter a fenced lot that blasted festive music
and buzzed with the activity of volunteers
offering free health screenings, vaccines,
warm drinks, and giveaways.

They had come for the 30th annual Farm-
worker Day Fair, soon after the start of the
harvest season. Workers would probably go
for three months before they sought any
public health service, a social worker at the
fair said, especially those who are not border
residents and under contract for work, a de-
mographic that’s been growing in the Yuma
fields.

“They’re not going to be anti-business and stop labor from

coming. Or else we wouldn’t have any food.” 
Brian Blake owner of Whitfill Nursery and Silver Canyon Citrus

Farm workers harvest and package cauliflower in the fields of San Luis, Ariz. As large fruit and vegetable
producers struggle to attract American workers, they have increasingly leaned on a costly farmworker visa
program called H-2A. DIANNIE CHAVEZ/ARIZONA REPUBLIC

FARMERS NEED
H-2A WORKERS 
Future uncertain with new administration

Clara Migoya and Laura Gersony
Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK

Roman Catholic Diocese of Tucson Bishop
Edward Weisenburger gives a blessing to a
farm worker after celebrating a Mass in
honor of farm workers in San Luis, Ariz.
DIANNIE CHAVEZ/ARIZONA REPUBLIC

Inside
‘Mass deportation’ might mean more H-2A
visas. 4A

See VISA, Page 5A

Good Cause eviction protections are now in effect
in Rochester as Mayor Malik Evans signed the pro-
tections into law on Friday, Jan. 10.

This move follows the law’s passage by the City
Council on Dec. 17 by a 7-2 vote. Rochester is now the
largest upstate city that has adopted these protec-
tions.

The law will protect over 100,000 Rochester ten-
ants from predatory rent hikes and unjust evictions
and guarantees lease renewals to tenants who’ve
been paying rent and following their lease.

Under this law, landlords must have a “good
cause,” such as non-payment or violating the lease,
to remove a tenant. The law also allows tenants to
challenge rent hikes of more than 5% plus the Con-
sumer Price Index or 10%, whichever is lower.

Am I eligible for Good Cause?

Here are the requirements to be eligible for Good
Cause:

h Rochester tenants must live in a building built
before 2009.

h Must pay less than 245% of Fair Market Rent
($2,500/month for a one-bedroom unikt).

h Must rent from a landlord who owns more than
one rental unit.

h Tenants cannot live in an owner-occupied
building with fewer than 11 units 

h You cannot live in a co-op or condo
h Tenants cannot rent their home as part of an

employment agreement 
h Tenants cannot live in manufactured housing 
h Tenants cannot live in rent stabilized, subsi-

dized, or public housing

Good Cause
protections
go into effect 
Law requires landlords to have 
a reason when removing tenants 

Kerria Weaver
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Mayor of Rochester Malik Evans on Friday an-
nounced his candidacy for reelection.

He intends to seek the Democratic nomination in
the Monroe County primary election on June 24.

Mayor Evans’ family, city officials
and supporters filled the room, includ-
ing County Executive Adam Bello and
Assembly members Demond Meeks
and Harry Bronson. They listened to
Evans’ future plans for Rochester and
his vow to continue his “We Not Me”
governing style to accelerate progress
from his first term.

“Over the last four years we have demonstrated
that by working together we can create a brighter fu-
ture and make Rochester a hope filled city with a pros-
perous future,” Evans said. “Because I was raised to
finish what you start, I stand before you to ask for your
support to allow me to finish what we have started.”

Evans said he and his City Hall team will accelerate
the momentum gained through the many accomplish-
ments since Jan. 2022. 

During his announcement, Evans listed the things
he would like to continue working on if he were elected
mayor. These included reducing gun violence and
homicides, making advancements in affordable hous-
ing, and closing the tree disparity in minority neigh-
borhoods.

“We have planted the seeds that will bear fruit for
years to come,” Evans said. “By working with our part-
ners in government and the people of Rochester, we
will continue to accomplish remarkable things for our
city.”
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