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Oscar nominations postponed for
second time because of wildfires

LOS ANGELES – The Academy of
Motion Picture Arts & Sciences has
postponed the announcement of this
year’s Oscar nominations for a second
time because of the ongoing wildfires
in Los Angeles, organizers said on
Monday.

The nominations for the film indus-
try’s highest honors will now be an-
nounced on Jan. 23. They originally
had been set for this Friday and then
moved to Jan. 19.

“Due to the still-active fires in the
Los Angeles area, we feel it is neces-
sary to extend our voting period and
move the date of our nominations an-
nouncement to allow additional time
for our members,” Academy CEO Bill
Kramer and Academy President Janet
Yang said in a statement.

The academy also canceled the an-
nual Oscar nominees lunch, which had
been set for Feb. 10. The Academy
Awards telecast is still scheduled to
take place on March 2.

Organizers of the Grammys said the
music industry honors also will take
place as planned, on Feb. 2.

“This year’s show, however, will
carry a renewed sense of purpose:
raising additional funds to support
wildfire relief efforts and honoring the
bravery and dedication of first re-
sponders who risk their lives to protect
ours,” Recording Academy officials
said in a letter to members.

US Senate panel postpones
hearing for Interior pick Burgum

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Senate
energy panel said on Monday the
nomination hearing for President-
elect Donald Trump’s pick for secre-
tary of the interior, Doug Burgum, will
take place on Thursday instead of
Tuesday, blaming a “bureaucratic de-
lay” with a federal ethics office.

Burgum, who served as governor of
North Dakota for two terms, is also be-
ing considered to head a new national
energy council to coordinate policies
to boost U.S. energy production, in-
cluding raising oil and gas output, al-
ready at record highs.

Trump will take office on Jan. 20.
Senator Mike Lee, a Republican and

chairman of the committee, said Bur-
gum has been fully cooperative
throughout the confirmation process
and had promptly submitted his pa-
perwork to the Office of Government
Ethics. But Lee said OGE has yet to
complete its review. “This bureaucrat-
ic delay is unacceptable,” he said.

The OGE did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

On Monday, Senator Martin Hein-
rich, the top Democrat on the commit-
tee, his fellow Democrats and one in-
dependent on the panel urged Lee to
postpone the hearing for at least a
week. They said the committee had
not received the standard financial
disclosure report and other ethics pa-
perwork required by law.

Burgum, who closed out his second
term as North Dakota governor last
month, had decided to not seek reelec-
tion in January 2024, shortly after
ending his 2024 presidential cam-
paign. North Dakota ranks third
among U.S. states, after Texas and
New Mexico, in crude oil reserves and
production, according to the U.S. En-
ergy Information Administration.

CEO Bourla: Pfizer going ‘all in’ 
on obesity drug development

U.S. drugmaker Pfizer is going “all
in” to develop its experimental obesity
drug and has been recruiting more ex-
perts in that area, Chief Executive Offi-
cer Albert Bourla said at the JPMorgan
Healthcare Conference on Monday.

Bourla said the experts were help-
ing Pfizer “make better and more
sound decisions,” and the company
could start a late-stage study of its
drug, danuglipron, in the second half
of this year.

Pfizer is testing multiple doses of
once-a-day version of its weight-loss
pill, after scrapping development of a
twice-daily version of the drug in late
2023.

“At this point, I’m very cautious
with danu,” Bourla said at the ongoing
industry conference in San Francisco,
adding that after a lot of experiments
Pfizer expects to have data from dose-
testing studies “in a few months.”

Through the drug, Pfizer aims to of-
fer patients a more convenient alter-
native to injectable drugs – Eli Lilly’s
Zepbound and Novo Nordisk’s – that
currently dominate the weight-loss
treatment market.

Lilly and Novo are also developing
their own oral treatments. Some ana-
lysts expect the market for these drugs
to be worth more than $150 billion in
annual sales by the early 2030s.
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WASHINGTON – The U.S. Supreme
Court declined on Monday to hear a bid
to block Delaware’s prohibition on as-
sault-style rifles and large-capacity
ammunition magazines, as well as a
challenge to Maryland’s handgun li-
censing requirements, sidestepping
two cases involving the divisive issue of
gun rights.

The justices turned away an appeal
by a group of gun enthusiasts and fire-
arm advocacy groups of a lower court’s
refusal to issue a preliminary injunc-
tion against the Democratic-led Dela-
ware’s ban on “assault weapons” and
magazines that can hold more than 17
rounds. Such weapons have been used
in numerous mass shootings in the
United States.

The justices also rejected an appeal
by a gun rights group called Maryland
Shall Issue and other plaintiffs of a low-
er court’s ruling that upheld the state’s
licensing law as permissible under the
U.S. Constitution’s Second Amend-
ment right to keep and bear arms.

While the justices declined to hear
these two cases, the court did not act on
two separate appeals involving chal-
lenges to Maryland’s ban on assault
weapons and one in Rhode Island on
large capacity ammunition magazines.

The Supreme Court, with its 6-3 con-
servative majority, has taken an expan-
sive view of gun rights in major rulings
dating back to 2008.

Delaware’s gun safety laws, enacted
in 2022, ban various semi-automatic
“assault” long guns including the AR-15
and AK47, but allow those who owned
such weapons before the law to keep
them under certain conditions. The
measure prohibiting large-capacity
magazines applies to those devices
owned before the law took effect.

The challengers in the case are state
residents who are seeking to purchase
the banned guns or magazines, a fire-
arms dealer, the Firearms Policy Coali-
tion and Second Amendment Founda-
tion. They have said that the lower
courts wrongly rejected their argument
that a “deprivation of Second Amend-
ment rights necessarily constitutes an
irreparable injury.” A federal judge in
2023 denied a request by the plaintiffs
for an injunction. The Philadelphia-
based 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
upheld that decision in 2024.

That 3rd Circuit questioned the
plaintiffs’ contention that an injunction
is essentially required in the case. “Pre-
liminary injunctions are not automat-
ic,” the 3rd Circuit ruled.

“Rather, tradition and precedent
have long reserved them for extraordi-
nary situations. We see nothing ex-
traordinary here,” the 3rd Circuit added.

Maryland’s 2013 law requires most
residents to obtain a qualification li-
cense before purchasing a handgun, re-
quiring applicants to be fingerprinted,
attend training and submit to back-
ground checks.

The challengers said the regime is
too onerous and the requirement “can
take a month or longer” to fulfill, deter-
ring individuals from exercising their
Second Amendment rights. Maryland
said that the law’s fingerprinting and
safety course requirements “have sig-
nificant public safety benefits.” The
Richmond, Virginia-based 4th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of
the state.

The Supreme Court in October heard
arguments in another case over the le-
gality of a 2022 federal regulation de-
vised by the Biden administration to
crack down on “ghost guns,” largely un-
traceable firearms whose use has pro-
liferated in crimes.

Supreme Court turns away gun
law challenges in Del. and Md.
Lower court didn’t block
ban on assault weapons
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NEW YORK – Families who have
sued Alex Jones over his false claims
about the Sandy Hook massacre have
resolved their disputes on how to divide
the bankrupt conspiracy theorist’s as-
sets, clearing the way for a sale of Jones’
Infowars platform, attorneys said at a
Monday court hearing.

Joshua Wolfshohl, an attorney for
the bankruptcy trustee in charge of sell-
ing Jones’ assets, told U.S. Bankruptcy
Judge Christopher Lopez in Houston
that the agreement would help get the
bankruptcy “back on track” and clear
the way for a new auction of Infowars.

Courts in Connecticut and Texas,
where some of the families filed their
lawsuits, have ruled Jones defamed the
families by making repeated false
claims that the 2012 school shooting,
which killed 20 students and six staff
members in Newton, Connecticut, was
staged as part of a government plot to
take guns away from Americans.

But the families had disagreed over
how to pursue Jones’ assets after he de-
clared bankruptcy in 2022, with the
Texas-based families preferring to take
more cash from Jones, while the Con-
necticut-based families prioritized the
shutdown of Jones’ Infowars company.

The disagreement helped scuttle a
previous auction of Jones’ Infowars
company, after the court-appointed
bankruptcy trustee decided to sell Info-
wars to the parody news site the Onion
for $1.75 million with the Connecticut
families’ backing.

Lopez, who is overseeing the bank-
ruptcy, later blocked that sale, saying
that the trustee left “money on the ta-
ble” by quickly accepting the Onion’s
bid without conducting a more robust
auction.

Under the new agreement between
the Sandy Hook families, the Texas
families will be paid $4 million, with $1
million being paid within seven days of
court approval, according to court doc-
uments. After that, the Texas families
will receive 25% of future payments
made to the Sandy Hook families, with
the Connecticut families taking 75%.

The Texas families also agreed to
limit their participation in the rest of
Jones’ bankruptcy case, and to support
the Connecticut families when neces-
sary.

Avi Moshenberg, an attorney for the
Texas families, said at a Monday court
hearing in Houston, Texas, that the
Texas and Connecticut families are now
“100% aligned.”

“The settlement with the Texas fam-
ilies is a milestone event and puts the
families back on the same side,” said
Kyle Kimpler, an attorney for the Con-
necticut families.

The families’ previous split reflected
the relative size of the judgments
awarded to them, which gave the Con-
necticut families much more leverage
over Jones’ bankruptcy.

Courts in Connecticut awarded $1.3
billion to the Connecticut families, by
far the largest claim in Jones’ bankrupt-
cy. Courts in Texas, meanwhile, award-
ed $50 million to two Texas parents,
while several other Texas plaintiffs
were still waiting for trials when Jones’
bankruptcy stopped their lawsuits from
proceeding.

Sandy Hook families reach settlement
over Alex Jones’ bankruptcy assets
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Robbie Parker, whose daughter was killed in the Sandy Hook Elementary School
shooting, addresses the media after the jury awarded the victims’ families $965
million in damages in a second defamation trial against Alex Jones over Sandy
Hook claims in Waterbury, Conn., on Oct. 12, 2022. MICHELLE MCLOUGHLIN/REUTERS

A group opposed to affirmative ac-
tion filed a lawsuit accusing McDon-
ald’s of not going far enough when it re-
cently rolled back several diversity ini-
tiatives by continuing to maintain a
program that awards scholarships to
Latino and Hispanic students.

American Alliance for Equal Rights,
a group founded by affirmative action
foe Edward Blum, in a lawsuit filed on
Sunday in federal court in Nashville, al-
leged the decades-old scholarship pro-
gram unlawfully discriminates against
students from other ethnic groups.

Since its launch in 1985, McDonald’s
says its HACER National Scholarships
Program has awarded more than $33
million in college scholarships to His-
panic and Latino students. Up to 30
students annually receive up to
$100,000 through the program.

Blum’s group says that by restricting
eligibility to students who have at least
one parent of Hispanic or Latino heri-
tage, the program discriminates
against other students, including one of
the group’s members, a white high
school student in Arkansas.

The lawsuit alleges that the program
violates Section 1981 of the Civil Rights
Act of 1866, a Civil War-era law that
bars racial bias in contracting, and asks
a judge to issue an injunction blocking
McDonald’s from considering the race
and ethnicity of scholarship applicants.

“It is our hope that McDonald’s im-
mediately pauses this scholarship pro-
gram so it can be opened to all under-
resourced high school students regard-
less of their ethnic heritage,” Blum said
in a statement.

McDonald’s in a statement said it
was reviewing the complaint. It added
that as part of its announcement last
week about changes to its diversity ini-

tiatives, it was reviewing programs to
ensure they “align with our vision mov-
ing forward.” 

The Chicago-based company on Jan.
6 announced it was retiring its goal for
diversity in corporate leadership and
shifting away from some diversity prac-
tices, citing a “shifting legal landscape”
in the United States. Other companies
including Walmart have similarly been
backing away from diversity practices
following pressure from conservative
activists. 

McDonald’s cited a ruling last year
by the conservative-majority U.S. Su-
preme Court that barred the consider-
ation of race as a factor in college ad-
missions. That decision came in law-
suits successfully pursued by a differ-
ent group founded by Blum.

Blum’s American Alliance for Equal
Rights and others have since that deci-
sion pursued a series of cases challeng-
ing corporate diversity initiatives. 

McDonald’s sued over Latino scholarships
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