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The latest on the aftermath 
of the Bills’ playoff game
DEMOCRATANDCHRONICLE.COM/SPORTS

Zoning shapes communities, guid-
ing development and influencing how
and where people live.

The village of Fairport is in the mid-
dle of an update to its zoning code fol-
lowing adoption of a comprehensive
plan update in 2021. And while there
are a lot of priorities for different
shareholders in the village, Color Fair-
port Green doesn’t want sustainability
to be lost in the shuffle.

Ahead of the release of the draft zon-
ing code and map for the village, Color
Fairport Green hosted a discussion on
zoning and sustainability at the Fair-
port Public Library on Tuesday. Attend-
ees ranged from involved citizens to
elected officials and local Realtors.

The discussion revolved around how
the principles of smart growth could be
applied to decisions made about zoning
for the village. There are 10 principles
including mixed land use, various hous-
ing options, transportation choices and
walkable neighborhoods.

The aim is to reduce greenhouse
gases and other pollutants, preserve
green space and improve community
health, said Natasha Besch-Turner,
one of the group’s founders, at the
Tuesday meeting. 

Some in
Fairport
seek focus
on climate 
Residents want rezoning
linked to sustainability

Steve Howe
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See REZONING, Page 5A

The New York State Office of Canna-
bis Management released reports high-
lighting its work over the past year.

The annual report goes into detail
about the licensing processing, social
and economic equity efforts and how it
continues to prioritize public health
and safety. The report also showed
New York received more than $80 mil-
lion in tax and other revenue.

In the report, data showed that over
5,250 licenses, permits and registra-
tions were issued or provisionally ap-
proved for cultivation, processing, dis-
tribution, microbusiness, and retail.

To help improve the licensing proc-
ess, the Office of Cannabis Manage-
ment implemented a single point of
contact licensing review model in Oc-
tober 2024. The model helped to elim-
inate the previous multiteam system
so applicants can have an examiner
guide them through the process from
start to finish.

NY receives 
$80M from 
cannabis tax, 
fees and fines
Kerria Weaver
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See CANNABIS, Page 5A

T
he U.S. economy and job market are expected

to cool this year but still produce another year

of solid growth as inflation eases further,

forecasters say. h But President-elect Donald

Trump’s plans to impose massive tariffs and

deport millions of immigrants are likely to reignite inflation

and dampen economic growth, according to some forecast-

ers. h On the other hand, his pledge to extend and expand

the sweeping tax cuts passed in his first term and ease the

regulatory burden on businesses could juice the economy

and have mixed effects on inflation. h “The only certainty

is uncertainty,” said Ryan Sweet, chief U.S. economist of

Oxford Economics.

ECONOMY SET
FOR BIG 2025

But some Trump plans could slow growth
Paul Davidson USA TODAY

“The economy is in

a good place and

consumers will

again do their part

to drive the

economic train.

(But) it won’t grow

as much as it should

because of

economic policy.”
Mark Zandi
Moody’s Analytics chief economistSee ECONOMY, Page 6A
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I recently purchased 
Phonak Sphere 70 

hearing aids and I can 
hear much better. I'm 

super happy with these. 
I think anybody would 

be very happy with 
them. It's how hearing 

aids should really work.  
I highly recommend 

them. Thank you.   

-Morris G., Patient

Take your hearing experience to the next level  
with the new Phonak Audéo Sphere™ Infinio!

Exceptional sound quality 
Reduced listening fatigue 
Spheric speech clarity 
Enhanced connectivity 

At AudioNova, we’re with you every 
step of the way, through cutting-edge 

technology and personalized care.

Hear your  
happy

HEAR YOUR HAPPY OFFERS

HURRY! OFFERS EXPIRE 01/31/25!

Call us today at
585-337-0616

43 Willow Pond Way Suite 103, Penfield

53 Genesee Street Suite 2, Avon

1760 Empire Blvd, Webster

¹Receive $750 discount towards the purchase of a pair of Phonak Audéo Sphere™ Infinio technology. This limited-time offer may not be used in 
conjunction with any other offer or promotion. New orders only. Private pay only (not combinable with insurance or network). 2The Total Care Package 
as shown is exclusively available with the purchase of Audéo SphereTM Infinio 90. Other packages are available. Private Pay only.  Offer valid until 
01/31/25.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money 
in your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll 
rush you a FREE Information Kit 

with all the details.

Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NV: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a 
provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-dentist. For complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. Certifi cate C250A; Insurance Policy 
P150. Certifi cate C254 (ID: C254ID, PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154 (GA: P154GA, NY: P154NY, OK: P154OK, TN: P154TN)
6129-0524

DC-40986997

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me.

®

with  GPS!

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Multifamily housing

While the draft zoning
code and map aren’t
available yet, the village
has gathered public out-
reach on types of multi-
family structures that
could be placed into vil-
lage districts like down-
town and the general
neighborhood district.

The feedback on larg-
er-scale multiuse build-
ings in the village was
largely the same: too tall,
too generic, bringing too
many people or too much
congestion. Fears of los-
ing parking or eroding the
historic character of the
village.

Multifamily housing is
a tough sell in most envi-
ronments smaller than a
mid-size city, though the
need for transitional
housing for young profes-
sionals or for seniors to
downsize does create a
market for them. During
the Dec. 7 discussion, one
speaker discussed the
fact that many of the em-
ployees working in village
businesses live in other
communities due to cost
or lack of options. Anoth-
er said older residents are
unable or unwilling to
downsize due to a lack of
affordable, low-mainte-
nance options such as
townhomes or condos. 

The intersection of
climate and housing

Residential and com-

mercial buildings are the
biggest producers of
greenhouse gas emis-
sions when considering
indirect emissions from
energy creation, making
up 31% of all emissions.
About 75% of the elec-
tricity generated in the
U.S. is used for buildings
and the majority is still
produced via coal or nat-
ural gas.

Households in apart-
ment buildings with five
or more units use about
half as much energy as
other home types. Apart-
ments are generally
smaller in size, have few-
er windows and are pro-
tected from the elements
on at least one side by ad-
jacent units.

The climate connec-
tion is more than just at-
home emissions, howev-

er. Placing people in
greater density and closer
to the places they eat,
work and play can also
decrease their carbon
footprint. Walkability
and access to public
transportation indicate
places like downtown
would be the best places
for higher density in Fair-
port. 

The early outreach by
the village found respon-
dents were most interest-
ed in preserving the com-
munity’s charm, opposi-
tion to multifamily hous-
ing and concerns about
decreased density.

– Steve Howe has cov-
ered myriad topics, in-
cluding public safety, lo-
cal government, national
politics and economic de-
velopment in New York
and Utah.

Rezoning
Continued from Page 1A

The Village of Fairport and the lift bridge. TINA
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The report also showed
that 54.1% of adult-use li-
censes were issued to so-
cial and economic equity
businesses.

The Office of Cannabis
Management makes so-
cial and economic equity
central in its efforts. The
office works to repair dec-
ades of over-criminaliza-
tion and disproportionate
enforcement of cannabis
prohibition.

Its work is guided by
the New York Social and
Economic Equity Plan,
which is a team that en-
sures the new cannabis
market is fair and equita-
ble.

Task force targeted
illicit cannabis market

The report went into
detail of how access to
care for cannabis patients
continues to grow. Under
New York State’s Medical
Cannabis Program the
number of registered
health care providers
grew from nearly 3,900 in
2022 to 4,454 in 2024.

When it comes to pub-
lic health and safety the
Office of Cannabis Man-
agement continues to
make it a priority ensur-
ing its team is monitoring
emerging trends such as
underage consumption,
traffic safety, and pre-
venting accidental expo-
sure and overconsump-
tion of cannabis.

In May 2024 the Office
of Cannabis Management
enforced new emergency
regulations such as the
Cannabis Enforcement
Task Force being
launched to combat the il-
licit cannabis market.

With the help of these
regulations data showed
that 1,300 enforcement
inspections were con-
ducted and 450 business-
es were padlocked.

$80 million for NYS 

When it comes to reve-
nue, the report showed
that cannabis tax, appli-

cation fee and fine reve-
nue totaled $80.2 million
for the state fiscal year
2023-24. The Medical
Cannabis Program gener-
ated over $10.7 million,
the Cannabinoid Hemp
Program generated nearly
$1.1 million, and the
Adult-Use Cannabis Pro-
gram made over $68 mil-
lion.

Jamel Young, execu-
tive vice president and
co-owner of Good Life
Collective, acknowledged
his awareness of the re-
port and spoke of how his
cannabis shop has been
doing since setting up in
Rochester in April 2024.
“Business is going great
for us; we’re starting to
see marketing really tak-
ing effect,” Young said.
“We’re not stagnant, but
we still try to find differ-
ent ways to recreate our-
selves to provide the best
for our community.”

Good Life Collective of-
fers a variety of cannabis
products that customers
can buy for recreational
use, medical use or for
whatever their need is.
Customers must have val-
id ID showing they are
over 21 to enter the shop.

Young also mentioned
how he is very big on pro-
viding a safe environment
for the community, ensur-
ing extra security and
overnight security is in
place. “There is no point
in this building where you
can enter without having
access,” Young said.
“We’re still going above
and beyond to make sure
that we’re secure, not just
for our customers, but for
our staff and for anybody
that comes in.”

– Kerria Weaver works
as the Government and
You reporter. Get in touch
at kweaver@gan-
nett.com.

Cannabis
Continued from Page 1A

President-elect Donald Trump was
sentenced Friday in his New York crim-
inal case, more than seven months af-
ter a jury convicted him of falsifying
business records to cover up a hush
money payment to an adult film star –
but that doesn’t mean the case is over. 

The day after the jury’s verdict May
30, 2024, Trump vowed to appeal. He
echoed that pledge Thursday, the day
before his sentencing, telling reporters
he would be appealing even though
Judge Juan Merchan already had indi-
cated he wouldn’t impose any sentenc-
ing conditions on the president-elect.

“We’re going to appeal anyway ...
because, frankly, it’s a disgrace,”
Trump said.

Trump received an “unconditional
discharge” Friday, meaning he gets no
prison time or probation, but his sen-
tencing gives him another shot at get-
ting his conviction tossed out.

Trump has until 30 days after his
sentencing to file a “notice of appeal” to
challenge his conviction in the New
York state court system. The notice will
give a New York intermediate appeals
court the power to hear the appeal.

Once the intermediate state court
has taken over the case, it could take
months – or longer – before it has ruled
on Trump’s arguments for tossing out
his conviction. In the meantime, the
appeals court will review briefs from
both Trump’s legal team and the Man-
hattan prosecutor’s office. The court
also could schedule oral arguments,
which offer appeals judges the chance
to question both sides.

Trump also could seek an unusual
pathway for his post-sentencing ap-
peal. Even before sentencing, he tried
and failed multiple times to get his
constitutional challenges to the New
York criminal case heard in a federal
court.

The U.S. Supreme Court issued a
presidential immunity ruling July 1,

2024, that has provided Trump with
significant ammunition for his appeal.
Five of the justices ruled that prosecu-
tors can’t introduce evidence of vari-
ous official presidential acts in a crimi-
nal prosecution of a former president.
Trump has since argued that evidence
in his trial was improper under that
ruling.

Trump also has argued that the en-
tire criminal case should be dismissed
in light of his presidential election vic-
tory. Though the president-elect
wasn’t able to block his sentencing
based on that argument, he could still
pursue it on appeal.

Trump also could challenge his con-
viction by arguing Mer-
chan improperly al-
lowed testimony or evi-
dence stretching be-
yond the crimes with
which Trump was
charged, such as a tran-
script of Trump’s state-
ment on the infamous

“Access Hollywood” tape. In April, New
York’s highest court overturned former
Hollywood movie producer Harvey
Weinstein’s rape conviction based on
testimony the jury heard from women
whose allegations weren’t part of the
charged crimes.

Trump could also challenge Mer-
chan’s instructions to the jury on the
law.

For example, Merchan told jurors a
guilty verdict required them to con-
clude Trump was falsifying business
records so he could hide a conspiracy
to unlawfully interfere in the 2016 elec-
tion through one of a few potential
criminal avenues, such as violating
federal campaign finance laws through
the hush money to Stormy Daniels.
However, Merchan also told jurors they
didn’t need to agree on any single ave-
nue.

Trump also could argue that Mer-
chan shouldn’t have allowed jurors to
consider a federal crime – namely, vio-
lating campaign finance laws – as a
way to prove Trump was guilty of the
state crime of falsifying records to hide
an unlawful election-interference con-
spiracy.

Trump has options for
appealing conviction
Supreme Court ruling
gives legal ammunition

Aysha Bagchi
USA TODAY

Trump 


