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BEHIND 
THE PHOTO

I love this photo because it evokes warmth and

love to me and it reminds me of the things I love

about the holiday season. Roc Holiday Village is

one of the annual events I don’t mind covering

over and over. Friends meeting up, the ice

skating rink seems to always be full and there’s

an overall feeling of happiness and a

community coming together as one. It reminds

me of “It’s a Wonderful Life.” The lights on the

downtown buildings also contribute to that

feeling with their different colors and Christmas

tree shape. The holiday season isn’t joyous for

everyone, but the downtown lights and free

events are inviting to all.

TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Over 800 years ago the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois)
Confederacy established Indigenous nations among
the Fingerlakes and five northeast woodlands tribes.
The Confederacy was founded by a prophet, known as
the Peacemaker with the help of Aionwatha, more
commonly known as Hiawatha.

The Haudenosaunee, meaning “people of the long
house,” originally included the Mohawk, Oneida, On-
ondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca nations. In the 1700s, the
Tuscarora became the sixth nation to join. 

As one of the largest Indigenous nations in New
York State, many groups such as the Native American
Community Services of Erie & Niagara Counties, Inc.
(NACS) and the National Resource Center on Native
American Aging (NRCNAA) have formed to provide
services to the New York’s Native communities.

Visit nacswny.org/index.html to learn more about
the NACS. 

8 BOOKS TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT INDIGENOUS HERITAGE
Genae Shields
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Here are eight books recommended by the NACS to
deepen your understanding of Indigenous history:

“An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States”
by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz

“Red Nation Rising: From Bordertown Violence to
Native Liberation” by Nick Estes

“Lines from a Mined Mind: The Words of John Trudell”
by John Trudell

“Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death, and Hard
Truths in a Northern City” by Tanya Talaga

“Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants” by Robin Wall
Kimmerer

“Five Little Indians: A Novel” by Michelle Good

“Native Voices: Indigenous American Poetry, Craft,
and Conversations” by C. Marie Fuhrman (editor)

“Never Whistle at Night: An Indigenous Dark Fiction
Anthology” by Shane Hawk (editor)

Richard A. Diggs was Rochester’s “heart of the
hood.”

Diggs earned his nickname for many reasons,
most notably for the powerful messages he con-
veyed through his rap music under the stage name
OoWop.

“People gave him that name for a reason,” said
Reggie Diggs, Richard’s younger brother. “He
brought people together, and he gave a lot of people
hope. If he could be anything other than a rapper, I
think he would have been a great advocate for the
hood and would have been willing to help people get
through whatever they needed to get through.”

His songs reflected the pain and struggles of the
Black community, resonating deeply with listeners.
Fans often shared how his music helped them navi-
gate their own pain and overcome some of their
darkest moments of depression.

On Nov. 23, Richard “OoWop” Diggs died, and the
“hood’s” heart was broken.

Diggs was born on Sept. 15, 1975, at Bellevue Hos-
pital in Manhattan, New York, to the late Lorrie Jean
Diggs, with whom he was extremely close. He spent
his early childhood in the South Bronx. His family
moved to Rochester in the late 1980s for a fresh
start.

OoWop had a deep love for food and a remark-
able knack for injecting humor into any situation.
His jokes and playful personality never failed to lift
the spirits of those around him.

His obituary states: “To know Richie was to truly
love him, as he embodied a free-spirited essence.”

However, his talent as a rapper won over Roches-
ter and made him a local legend.

Cars crowded the streets as more than 100 peo-
ple showed up to support Diggs’ family on Dec. 2
and 3 at his wake and funeral.

OoWop’s music filled the air as attendees entered
the church, setting a poignant tone. Every pew was
occupied, including the choir seats behind the podi-
um, leaving many standing in the aisles.

More than 15 people shared heartfelt tributes
during Diggs’ funeral service, expressing gratitude
for his impact on the community. Many others
wanted to speak, but the schedule had to move for-
ward due to time limitations.

The service ended with an anecdote from Asso-
ciate Pastor Stephen Williams Sr. of Goodwill Bap-
tist Church. He explained that after Diggs’ death,
WDKX played his music for several hours. Williams
didn’t have a chance to catch the set, so he called the
radio station to figure out one song in particular —
“Public Apology.”

“My God. What a song. It was a message for you
all. It was a message for the hood,” Williams said.
“You cannot sing a song like that and not know who
God is.”

The song explores issues impacting young peo-
ple, crime in the Black community, and hope for
systemic change. According to his brother, OoWop
exemplified the spirit of community in everything
he did.

“He didn’t have much at times, but when he had
it all, he didn’t care about it,” Reggie Diggs said. “He
never cherished money; money never meant any-
thing to him, and the fame never meant much. If he
never became a real rapper outside Rochester, he
didn’t care. Rochester loved him, so that was every-
thing to him.”

Local music
legend was
‘the heart 
of the hood’
Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Over 100 people showed up to give support to
Diggs’ family on Dec.3 at Richard "OoWop" Diggs'
funeral. PHOTO BY JUSTICE MARBURY/ ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT

AND CHRONICLE
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The RBA Difference (Maker)

The foundation of almost any successful business is built on its principles and then hiring 
people who can live up to those standards.

So, if you’re the type of person who believes in the Law of Attraction, when Renewal by 
Andersen Installation Manager Scott Farina was hired on the spot, it was no accident.

“RBA has the reputation I believe in. They share the same values I have and have a product 
that is second to none.”

After retiring from the Monroe County Sheriff’s department as a Corporal, Scott was ready for 
new challenges. As luck would have it, a friend alerted him to an opening at RBA.

After starting as a Service Coordinator, Scott was promoted two more times in three years 
and is now the Installation Manager for the Rochester area. Along the way, Scott also 
achieved the rare distinction of the President’s Award, issued to the employee who makes 
the most significant contribution to any department.

Just like the attention to detail that has earned Renewal by Andersen back-to-back years 
of winning the J.D. Power Award for Customer Satisfaction, Scott’s disciplined approach to 

ensuring a successful installation has become the backbone to his team’s success.

Scott and his team aren’t just window installers; they are difference makers.

Mr. Farina’s scope of work includes ensuring that all the pieces and parts are assigned to 
the appropriate jobs. He goes as far as going to job sites to ensure quality and customer 
satisfaction. This is the level of service that customers have come to expect. Renewal by 
Andersen strives to deliver delight and make a difference in every home we service. We 
keep our promises, set expectations, and deliver on them. Scott plays a key role in making 
that a reality. This is one of the reasons Renewal by Andersen of WNY consistently receives 
thousands of reviews on Google and is currently rated 4.8 stars out of 5.

Our relationships with our customers are defined by trust and respect. We understand that 
both are earned and that is reinforced by our daily interactions.

“Renewal by Andersen is such a great company because it starts at the top. Patricia 
Salamone (President, Renewal by Andersen of Western New York) is a great boss with a huge 
heart. If you have a great product and a great boss, you get a great atmosphere at work.”

And that might be the true  
Renewal by Andersen difference. 

Learn more by calling

585-397-7230

This is Scott’s Story...

Special Financing Options Available

BOGO 40% OFF
ALL Windows & Doors, including installation

*Limited Time Deal.


