Event Overview:
A retreat-style event for Black men in Rochester, scheduled for Friday, February 28th, 2025, at the MCC Forward Center. This collaborative effort between RMAPI, the City of Rochester, Action for a Better Community and others, will empower Black men in their job search through confidence-building, strength discovery, skill enhancement, access to emerging career opportunities and more.
 
How You Can Get Involved
We are seeking passionate and understanding individuals and organizations who can provide a positive and productive experience for the men attending this event. Specifically, we’re looking for:
· Workshop Facilitators: Experts who can lead interactive, hands-on workshops in small groups or one-on-one settings, focused on building confidence, sharing insights, and offering practical guidance. No formal presentations are required—just meaningful engagement.
· Enlightened Employers: Employers who are actively hiring entry level talent, pay a living wage, and offer an inclusive work environment.  Employer representatives who genuinely understand the barriers these men may face to employment and are committed to fostering an empowering, encouraging, and supportive environment.
· Workforce Development Providers: Organizations that can offer resources, connections, and guidance to help participants navigate career pathways, skill-building opportunities, and job readiness.
· Volunteers: Dedicated individuals willing to lend their time and expertise to support these men on their journey to success.
 
What to Expect:
· Time Commitment: You can participate for as little as one hour or stay for the entire day—whatever fits your schedule.
· Interactive Style: Whether you’re a workshop facilitator, employer, or volunteer, the focus will be on authentic and practical interactions that leave a lasting impact and help these men move towards a sustainable and fulfilling career.
 
Next Steps:
This is a chance to make a meaningful difference by showing up for these men with empathy, encouragement, and expertise. Together, we can help them take powerful steps toward a brighter future. If you’re interested in joining this vital initiative, please reply to this email to confirm your interest and availability.
 
We will host an informational session in the coming weeks to provide details and understand the topics everyone would like to bring to the table.  Thank you for your consideration!
 
Melanie Russo (she/her)
Talent Strategy Partner
Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce
250 Clinton Square
Rochester, NY 14604
Phone: 585-256-4682 
Email:  melanie.russo@greaterrochesterchamber.com
 
https://www.greaterrochesterchamber.com/
https://www.greaterroccareers.com/

