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er’s first conviction in the gun case in
June, former President (now Presi-
dent-elect) Donald Trump was convict-
ed of charges in a hush money trial. 

Biden at the time of Trump’s convic-
tion preached on social media that “no
one is above the law.” 

We now know that statement comes
with a huge asterisk when it pertains to
the Biden family. 

Biden’s pardon of Hunter also goes
much further than just his recent con-
victions. It also covers “those offenses
against the United States which he has
committed or may have committed or
taken part in during the period from
January 1, 2014 through December 1,
2024.”

The sweeping nature of the pardon
quashes any further investigation into
Hunter’s shady foreign business deals
and alleged influence peddling opera-
tion, including when his father was still
vice president. 

Republicans in Congress have
sought to tie the Biden family “busi-
ness” to the president himself, so it
doesn’t take too much imagination to
realize how this pardon also helps
President Biden. 

Americans didn’t buy Biden’s lies

Democrats are still in shock that
they lost the election in such resound-
ing fashion. But the writing was on the
wall for a long time. 

President Biden lost the trust of vot-
ers months ago, when he refused to ad-
mit his declining physical and mental
health. 

While it was obvious to the country
that he shouldn’t be running for a sec-
ond term, Biden, his family and a com-
plicit legacy news media tried to gas-
light citizens. 

After Biden’s disastrous debate with
Trump in June, the charade was up,
and in a matter of weeks, Biden left the
race. His late-in-the-game decision left
Democrats with little other option than
Vice President Kamala Harris. And we
saw how well that worked out. 

Throughout his political career, Joe
Biden has tried to appeal to voters as
the “nice guy” in the room. His actions,
though, prove the opposite. 

And his pardon of Hunter reveals for
a final time who Biden really is.

Ingrid Jacques is a columnist at USA
TODAY. Contact her at ijacques@usato-
day.com or on X, formerly Twitter: @
Ingrid_Jacques

“For my entire career I have followed a simple principle: just tell the American
people the truth,” President Joe Biden claimed in his statement about
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Biden’s pardon of his
son seals president’s
sad legacy of lies

Ingrid Jacques
USA TODAY

There was no better way for Presi-
dent Joe Biden to cement his legacy. 

In pardoning his son Hunter Biden,
the president showed the country last
Sunday who he was one last time be-
fore leaving office.

A liar.
For months, the elder Biden had

promised the American people that he
wouldn’t give his son any special fa-
vors. Hunter this year was convicted of
federal gun felonies and federal tax
evasion charges and was just days from
sentencing.

As recently as last month, Biden
maintained he wouldn’t use his execu-
tive authority to benefit his son. 

“We’ve been asked that question
multiple times and our answer stands −
which is no,” White House press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters
on Nov. 7.

After the Thanksgiving holiday,
however, the president supposedly had
a massive change of heart. Yet, I think
this is what Biden had planned to do all
along, and it belies Biden’s repeated
pledges of “honesty” and “decency.” 

“For my entire career I have followed
a simple principle: just tell the Ameri-
can people the truth,” Biden claimed in
his statement about pardoning his son.

In his four years as president, Biden
has done the opposite: He’s repeatedly
lied to the country about matters of ma-
jor importance, from his ability to con-
tinue as president to his plans for giv-
ing Hunter special treatment.

And that’s how he’ll be remembered.

Sweeping pardon protects the
whole shady Biden family 

Biden sought to appeal to Ameri-
cans’ heartstrings by playing up the
family ties. 

“I hope Americans will understand
why a father and a President would
come to this decision,” Biden wrote.

Perhaps they would have if Biden
had been more forthcoming about his
plans from the beginning. The fact that
he intentionally misled voters when it
was politically expedient for him to do
so is another thing altogether. 

Recall that just weeks before Hunt-

At a moment in American history
when honesty has taken a merciless
beating, President Joe Biden made a
liar of himself.

In the wake of a presidential election
that left many of us wondering whether
the rule of law means a thing, Biden put
pen to paper last Sunday and pardoned
his son, Hunter Biden. 

He did the thing he promised repeat-
edly he wouldn’t do. And in doing so, he
made a mockery of our justice system
and soundly sullied his political legacy.

It’s never wise to expect better from
a politician. I know that. But in Biden’s
case, I made an exception.

President’s choice to pardon his
son was selfish

He’s a lifelong public servant, elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate in 1972, a year af-
ter I was born. 

He beat Donald Trump in the 2020
presidential election, sparing us a sec-
ond term at least for another four years. 

He has always struck me as an hon-
orable person.

Biden’s presidency has been wildly
productive, despite myriad naysayers,
and I’ve routinely risen to his defense
as Trump and Republicans have done
everything possible to paint him as ei-
ther a doddering fool or a global crimi-
nal mastermind.

But I won’t defend Biden this time.
Not even close. 

This decision is the last thing Amer-
ica needs as President-elect Trump
prepares to return to the White House
with his horde of disingenuous grifters
and opportunists.

We need Biden to show us
politicians can still be honorable

We know Trump’s administration
will offer an endless buffet of lies and
self-dealing. 

We know it because that’s exactly
what happened last time. 

So what we needed heading into this
maelstrom was a figure like Biden
showing us, for perhaps the final time,
what it looks like when an American
politician stands on principle and does

the right thing. We needed a reminder
that rules matter and that powerful
people can put country first.

That’s not what we got from our
president.

President lied to the American
people – plain and simple

In a statement about the pardon, Bi-
den said, “From the day I took office, I
said I would not interfere with the Jus-
tice Department’s decision-making,
and I kept my word even as I have
watched my son being selectively, and
unfairly, prosecuted.”

Yeah, except that’s not exactly how
it worked out, Mr. President. 

True, you didn’t interfere while it
was going on. 

And you said time and again you
wouldn’t pardon your son. 

But now you have.You’ve used your
power to wipe your son’s slate clean,
something no other person who thinks
their child was unfairly prosecuted can
do. You lied to us. Period.

And you did this while we’re sitting
around watching Trump’s myriad legal
cases magically disappear.

It’s enough to make us feel like the
fix is in. Is that really the ending note
you wanted your presidency to strike?

Hunter Biden will walk free
because his dad is a powerful man

Biden said in the statement on par-
doning Hunter: “I hope Americans will
understand why a father and a presi-
dent would come to this decision.”

I do understand. 
Hunter Biden was in the depths of

drug addiction when he committed his
crimes. 

He has since gotten clean, which is
admirable. And there’s certainly an ar-
gument to be made that prosecutors
went after Biden’s son with added vig-
or. But there’s no question the crimes
were committed, as evidenced by a ju-
ry’s decision and Hunter Biden’s own
guilty pleas. 

So why shouldn’t he be held ac-
countable like anyone else?

I would hold Biden’s son to the same
standards I’d like Trump held to. But a
lot of good that’s going to do me. 

Both will walk free thanks to the vir-
tually unchecked power of the presi-
dency.

President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval
Office at the White House on Nov. 13. ALEX WONG/GETTY IMAGES FILE

Biden’s shameful
decision only helps
shameless Trump 
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justify our collective pain was, in some
ways, worse. Students on campus and
members of the Rochester Jewish com-
munity were forced to explain to peers
and colleagues why this incident was
painful, scary and an example of anti-
semitism. Our Jewish community has
been wrestling with hard questions:
What sort of judgment do we believe the
students should face? To be clear, Juda-
ism does not believe in revenge. In the
Hebrew Bible, Leviticus 19:18 implores
us, “You shall not take revenge or bear a
grudge against members of your people.
Love your fellow like you love yourself.”

In fact, many of us believe that re-
storative justice could be the perfect so-
lution for those involved in this crime.
However, before we are able to decide on
the most appropriate punishment for
these students, we must also be clear on
the crime that was committed.

These “wanted” posters were an at-
tack on the Jewish community and
therefore this attack, while it was in-
deed vandalism, was a hate crime.
Thus, while we would want for these
students to receive constructive pun-
ishment, it must be made clear that
their crime is not just vandalism but
also one of pure and uncalled for hatred
against another group.

The University of Rochester is the
largest employer in our region and
therefore has a responsibility not only to
the students on campus but also to the
broader community. We expect that the
university would have a sensitivity to all
of its minority employees and popula-
tions, Jews among them. The fact is that
everyone should feel safe, seen and sup-
ported by the university.

We ask that the university leadership
hear our pleas and our pain. Seek out

the leadership of our Jewish community
and work with us to create a space of in-
clusivity and acceptance.

Encourage all of our community
members to engage in difficult conver-
sations and even respectful disagree-
ments over larger issues but also call out
hate without fear of the fallout.

Most importantly, they must have
clear red lines that address the growing
trend of antisemitism around campus
and the community. And, in so doing,
we hope and pray that our community
will become one of greater acceptance
of those with differences.

Rabbi Peter W. Stein is the president
of the Rochester Board of Rabbis and
Cantors and the senior rabbi of Temple
B’rith Kodesh. Rabbi Dov Winston is rab-
bi of Congregation Beth Sholom and a
member of the Rochester Board of Rab-
bis and Cantors. 

Hate’s hard to ignore when it’s at doorstep 

Your Turn
Peter W. Stein and Dov Winston
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A few weeks ago, the Jewish commu-
nity in Rochester was confronted with a
direct antisemitic attack by the placing
of a series of “wanted” posters through-
out the University of Rochester campus.
While it was not only Jews that were
targeted, this action was a clear con-
demnation of the Jewish people and
anyone who sympathizes with our
plight.

The attack was difficult enough for
our community, but feeling the need to


