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Members of the Oneida Indian Nation perform on Tuesday at a ceremony to unveil a mural depicting the
Nation’s history. The mural, located on Columbia Street across from the Wynn Hospital in Utica, is part of a
$1 million gift from the Nation to the Mohawk Valley Health System. PHOTOS BY AMY NEFF ROTH / OBSERVER-DISPATCH

Oneida Nation unveils
gift mural to the MVHS

Artwork is 200-foot-long,
10-foot-high on Utica wall

Amy Neff Roth
Utica Observer Dispatch
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Wynn Hospital in downtown Utica was built on
land that was part of a bustling commercial neighbor-
hood several decades ago.

Back in the 19th century, warehouses in the area
lined the Erie Canal and mules pulled barges along the
towpath.

And just as the Erie Canal was first opening in 1825,
the French hero of the American Revolution, the Mar-
quis de Lafayette made a visit to Utica, riding down
Rome Street in a stagecoach driven by industrialist
Theodore Faxton and pulled by six gray horses with sil-
ver harnesses.

The road, on which Wynn Hospital sits today, was
later renamed Lafayette Street in his honor.

But before the hospital, the shops, the canal and the
marquis, there was the Oneida Nation whose ancestral
homelands stretched from the Susquehanna River,
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across Oneida and Madison counties and all the way to
the St. Lawrence River.

The Oneida Indian Nation unveiled a gift to the Mo-
hawk Valley Health System, which owns the hospital,
at a ceremony Tuesday morning: a 200-foot-long,
10-foot-high mural on the exterior wall of the central
utility building across Columbia Street from the hospi-
tal.

The ceremony included members of the Oneida Na-
tion, many of them dressed in traditional regalia;
health system leaders; and local officials.

The mural depicts scenes from the long history of
the Oneida people, from the Oneida creation story
through the present day when Turning Stone Resort &
Casino in Verona and other enterprises have brought
an era of prosperity to the Oneida Indian Nation.

“It is fitting that this mural is located outside the
Wynn Hospital,” said Oneida Indian Nation Repre-
sentative and Turning Stone Enterprises CEO Ray Hal-
britter. “This facility, the first of its kind constructed in
New York State in a half century, offers Mohawk Valley
residents highly advanced medicine and world-class,
technologically progressive care where they need it
most, including the Oneida people and the more than

See MURAL, Page 7A
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This picture, hanging in the lobby of the Wynn Hospital in Utica, depicts three

heroes of the i George

Polly Cooper, an Oneida

woman who brought food to the troops at Valley Forge; and Oneida Chief

Shenendoah, a colonial ally.

Members of the Oneida Indian Nation look at a just unveiled mural depicting the

Nation’s history on Tuesday. The mural, located on the Wynn Hospital central
utility building across Columbia Street from the main hospital, was a gift from
the Nation to the Mohawk Valley Health System.
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Mural

Continued from Page 5A

5,000 team members who support our
Nation.

“Above all, the hospital is dedicated
to the well-being of this community —
those who call it home today and all who
will call it home in the future.”

MVHS  President/CEO  Darlene
Stromstad expressed her excitement at
having a job that let her preside over
such a fun event.

“We are very proud that our campus
is going to be hosting this beautiful art-
work,” she said. “The amazing story of
the Oneidas will be seen and experi-
enced by thousands of people for many
years to come, and this artwork will be a
source of pride for all of the Mohawk
Valley.” The Nation had pledged a $1 mil-
lion gift to the new hospital last year, a
gift that was to include the mural and
another piece of public art, a copy of a
20-foot bronze statue by artist Edward
Hlavka the Nation gave to the Smithso-
nian Institution National Museum of
the American Indian.

The statue depicts three heroes from
the American Revolution standing un-
der a white pine tree: George Washing-
ton; Oneida Chief Shenendoah, an ally
to the Continental Army’ and Polly
Cooper, an Oneida woman who brought
supplies to the American troops at Val-
ley Forge. But the second gift ended up
being a framed picture of the three he-
roes, which now hangs in the Wynn lob-
by. During Tuesday’s ceremony, the
speakers emphasized that the mural
doesn’t just tell the story of the history
of the Oneidas; it represents the part-
nerships between the Nation and its
neighbors that have led to success and
prosperity for both.

“This artwork which adorns Wynn
Hospital testifies to the spirit of friend-
ship, partnership and community that
characterizes the Oneida Indian Na-
tion’s relationships with their neighb

ceived exclusive gaming rights in a 10
county region and was able to add lanc
to its land trust. And it agreed to pay
25% of its gaming revenues to the state
which then gave a quarter of them tc
Oneida and Madison counties.

That agreement has led to economic
development and growth for the county
and the Nation, Picente said.

“That partnership was rooted in the
belief that we can do more together,” he
added. It was the beginning, he said, o
the creation of a better community fo
everyone. “Nothing is impossible wher
you work together in partnership,” Pi-
cente added. “These things can hap-

en.”

After the ceremony, Brittany Nin-
ham, a member of the Oneida Nation
studied the mural. She said she likec
two parts of the mural best.

One is the creation scene at the be:
ginning, which depicts a woman on the
back of a turtle and the origin of Turtle
Island, the first name of the Oneid¢
homelands. She also likes the end of the
mural that shows modern times with
the Nation’s enterprises and what the
Oneidas’ story has turned into, “how fa
we’ve come and the resilience of our Na:
tion,” Ninham said.

After the crowd left, passersby or
Columbia Street noticed the mural with
some surprise. Some stopped to study
it; others kept walking but with thei
heads turned toward the mural. Severa
gave exclamations of approval.

“That’s beautiful,” exclaimed on¢
woman . “I didn't even see that ... Thar
brings out Utica now.”

The mural, which is attached to the
wall, not painted on it, hangs under ar
overhang with lights so it will be illumi-
nated at night.

It also depicts three women with
beans, corn and squash, the three sis-
ters of the Oneidas; long houses anc
women sitting around a council fire; the
Oneidas welcoming a man in a tri-cor:
nered hat; Oneidas loading muskets
while colonial soldiers fire; a treaty o

ion signed with the new gov

as is evidenced by this gathering here
today,” said New York State Deputy Sec-
retary for First Nations Dr. Elizabeth
Rule. “For each of these reasons, we
should all be proud to have this mural
and the story that it tells shared here in
Utica for all New Yorkers to see, draw
strength from and to be inspired by.”
Oneida County Executive Anthony
Picente Jr. referenced a 2013 legal settle-
ment between the Oneida Indian Na-
tion, Oneida and Madison counties and
the state that ended years of legal wran-
gling over land, taxes and gaming.
Under the agreement, the Nation re-

ernment after the Revolution; an Oneid:
family on a hillside looking down at ¢
farm while another hillside burns; Onei:
das in full regalia dancing by the Oneide
Indian Nation seal and more dancers ir
front of the Turning Stone tower; anc
Wynn Hospital with a golden eagle fly-
ing in front of it.

By the hospital picture, the mura
says, “The great gift of peace proves
once agin to be the foundation of pros-
perity. The Oneidas pass this gift to thei!
children and their children’s children sc
that gerneations yet to come may enjoy
its benefits.”
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