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NEWS TIPS

NEWS

Eighteen percent of Rochester’s
kids live in poverty. Local leaders want
to change that.

A delegation of local elected offi-
cials, including Assemblyman De-
mond Meeks, Senator Samra 
Brouk, and Rochester City Council
President Miguel Melendez, and or-
ganizations, such as The Children’s
Agenda and Rochester-Monroe Anti-
Poverty Initiative (RAMPI), are pledg-
ing their support for a series of recom-
mendations from the state’s Child Pov-
erty Reduction Advisory Council
(CPRAC) that would help reduce child
poverty in Rochester area and across
the state.

The Child Poverty Reduction Act
was legislation initially proposed by
Assemblyman Harry Bronson and
signed into law by Governor Kathy Ho-
chul.

The act declared child poverty a sig-
nificant problem and a policy priority
in the state, creating CPRAC.

“In New York State, 18% of children
experience poverty. But in Rochester,
the rate is more than double that at
more than 40%,” said Aqua Porter, the
Executive Director of RAMPI.

“Forty percent of our children who
live at or below the poverty line,” said
Aqua Porter, Executive Director of
RAMPI.” “Every year a child spends in
poverty is dangerous and expensive.
The toxic stress of early poverty stunts
children’s development, creating op-
portunity gaps that can last a lifetime.”

CPRAC aims to reduce child poverty
in New York by 50% within 10 years by
recommending actionable policies to
the governor and legislature. Progress
will be tracked and reported along the
way.

Child poverty in Rochester

In New York State, child poverty af-
fects nearly 30% of children of color,
with Black children more than twice as
likely to live in poverty compared to
their non-Hispanic white peers.

Children who face poverty have life-
long consequences on their health, edu-
cation, and quality of life.

According to RAMPI, children living
in poverty are 17% more likely to have
asthma, twice as likely to be hospital-
ized, and 2.5 times more likely to have
toxic lead in their blood.

Solutions to child poverty in
Rochester

The Children’s Agenda and RAMPI
believe expanding on already proven ef-
fective solutions, such as safety net pro-
grams and tax credits, will give children

the stability they need to thrive.
Their final recommendations in-

clude:
h Increase the Empire State Child

Credit to $1,500 for children from birth
to age 17

h Create a NYS Housing Voucher Pro-
gram for income-eligible households

h Increase public assistance basic al-
lowance

h Reforms to public assistance eligi-
bility rules to increase accessibility

h Expand state food benefits for fam-
ilies with children

“We know that we have the right peo-
ple in the right places to continue this
fight and to be successful,” Senator
Samra Brouk said. “And the key here is
that we do not seek success to say that
we won, to say that we’ve succeeded.
We seek success because our children
are suffering every single day that we
fail them.”

– As a Rochester native, Justice Mar-
bury entered the world of journalism to
create work where voices like hers were
heard – the voices of minority commu-
nities. Marbury covers small businesses,
neighborhood concerns, and the inter-
esting people who live in Rochester’s 19th
Ward. As the 19th Ward reporter, she has
helped implement community outreach
ideas by asking what people in various
communities want to read about them-
selves in addition to regular news. Con-
tact her on Instagram @justice_marbu-
ry and by email at jmarbury@gannett
.com.

Assemblyman Demond Meeks was one of many speakers in support of a series of recommendations from the state’s Child
Poverty Reduction Advisory Council that would help reduce child poverty in the Rochester area and across the state.
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Rochester groups join push
to reduce child poverty rate
Plans call for vouchers,
tax credit increases

Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

A Greece man has been accused of
calling 911 and assaulting a police officer
at a city gas station this week.

Brandon Volpe, 37, was charged with

second-degree assault, a felony, and
third-degree falsely reporting an inci-
dent, a misdemeanor, in connection
with the incident at the Delta Sonic on
West Ridge Road in Rochester on Tues-
day afternoon, said Capt. Greg Bello of
the Rochester Police Department.

Volpe is accused of calling 911 to re-

port a robbery at the gas station around
4 p.m., but arriving officers quickly de-
termined that no robbery had taken
place. 

Volpe is accused of walking up to a
uniformed police officer and punching
the officer in the face immediately after
asking the same officer a question, Bello
said.

“Volpe continued striking and at-
tempting to strike the officer before he

was taken into custody,” Bello said.
The officer was not seriously injured

during the encounter, Bello said.
Volpe pleaded not guilty Wednesday

morning in City Court and was remand-
ed to the Monroe County Jail in lieu of
$10,000 cash bail, $20,000 insurance
bond or $50,000 partially secured bond,
according to court records. He is sched-
uled to return to City Court for a prelimi-
nary hearing Monday afternoon.

Greece man charged with assaulting officer
Police say attack followed false 911 report
Victoria E. Freile
New York Connect Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

Average life expectancy in the U.S.
increased by almost a year in 2023, re-
bounding to a level not reached since
the COVID-19 pandemic, according to
figures released Thursday by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

U.S. average life expectancy was
78.4 years in 2023, nearly 11 months
longer than in 2022, mostly due to far
fewer COVID-19 deaths. It was the sec-
ond consecutive year the nation’s life
expectancy increased after dropping
more than two years from 2019 to 2021.

“There was a concern that we would
have trouble rebounding to pre-pan-
demic life expectancy,” said Dr. Steven
Woolf, director emeritus of the Center
on Society and Health at Virginia Com-
monwealth University, who said the
new longevity estimates are “very en-
couraging.”

But the good news was not limited to
fewer COVID-19 deaths. Age-adjusted
death rates dropped last year for nine of
the top 10 causes of death. Only the
death rate for cancer, which is the sec-
ond leading cause of mortality, did not
change significantly.

Heart disease remained the leading
cause of death, followed by cancer, ac-
cidents, stroke, respiratory disease,
Alzheimer’s, diabetes, kidney disease,
liver disease and COVID-19, according
to CDC provisional data. 

Fewer die from drug overdose 

In another report Thursday, the CDC
said drug overdose deaths decreased
4% in 2023, the first drop since 2018.
Drug overdose deaths have surged over
the past two decades as the U.S. has
been gripped by an addiction epidemic.
Age-adjusted drug overdose deaths in-
creased from 8.9 deaths per 100,000 in
2003 to 32.6 in 2022. Last year, over-
dose deaths dipped to a rate of 31.3 per
100,000.

Overdose deaths from synthetic
opioids such as fentanyl, which began
to rise a decade ago, finally dropped last
year. The decline comes amid increased
nationwide efforts to widely distribute
the life-saving opioid overdose reversal
drug naloxone to people at high risk,
give more people access to opioid ad-
diction treatments such as buprenor-
phine, and raise public awareness
about the risks of illicit fentanyl.

“These strategies to help people who
are using drugs avoid dying from fenta-
nyl are beginning to pay off,” said Dr.
Joshua Sharfstein, a Johns Hopkins
University public health professor and
director of the Bloomberg American
Health Initiative.

Life expectancy
increases in US,
according to
CDC figures
Ken Alltucker
USA TODAY
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