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Sipping a soda in the food court of a West Des Moines mall recently, Iowan Cari McIntosh

said she hasn’t kept tabs on the flurry of Cabinet nominations and other crucial hires Presi-

dent-elect Donald Trump is making as Inauguration Day approaches. h McIntosh, a sup-

porter of the former and soon-to-be president, said she doesn’t have to. h “I don’t pay atten-

tion because I think he knows what he’s doing, I really do,” said McIntosh, 54.

Following his victory last month, Trump has
made a flurry of appointments to fill out his Cabinet
and the rest of his incoming government. Some are
controversial, and confirmation in the Senate is not
guaranteed. Others are unconventional.

But Trump voters from 11 states — including

those with senators likely to play a key role in con-
firmation hearings — told the USA TODAY Network
none of that matters. They trust Trump.

Some voters said they are watching the parade of

Cari McIntosh, a 54-year-old supporter of President-elect Donald Trump, sits at a table in Jordan Creek Town Center in
West Des Moines, Iowa, on Dec. 5. SABINE MARTIN/DES MOINES REGISTER

Trusting in Trump 
President-elect’s voters mostly approve of his Cabinet picks 

Stephanie Murray, Sabine Martin and Anne Geggis USA TODAY NETWORK

TREVOR MITCHELL/SIOUX FALLS ARGUS LEADER

“I can’t say I’m 100% a pro-

Trumper and everything he

says, I say ‘Amen.’ No. But

we have to choose the best

out of everything.”
Paul Soroka
South Dakota

“This time he’s got fighters;

he’s got people that have

been screwed over by the

same entrenched bureauc-

racy.”
Maurice White Jr.
Louisiana

HENRIETTA WILDSMITH/SHREVEPORT TIMES

See TRUMP’S CABINET, Page 10A

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024 | DEMOCRATANDCHRONICLE.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 

QEAJAB-07001w
Volume 192 | No. 349
Subscribe 800-790-9565
©2024 $3.49

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
democratandchronicle.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late
news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Greece 
in Stoneridge Plaza • 663-9190

Locations and printable coupons 
available at 

andyscandies.com

Webster 
in Baytown Plaza • 671-3440

Victor 
in Eastview Mall • 223-5712

Penfield
in Panorama Plaza • 586-9270

Famous Homemade Candy

Make your Holidays
Sweet!

$100 OFF
Your next purchase of $5.00 or more

Expires 12/24/24

Your next purchase of $30.00 or more
Expires 12/24/24

$500 OFF

Wholesale Retail

Assorted Clusters • Novelty Candy 
Chocolate Christmas Molds • Gift Baskets 

Box Candy • Sponge Candy

For full terms and 
conditions please go to 

www.LuxuryEscapes.com. 
Flights are not included. 

Images are for illustrative 
purposes only. Information 

correct at time of print.

585-371-8218

Best Price 
Guarantee + 

Free Unlimited 
Date Changes

Enjoy up to 70% off as well as exclusive extras 
to make your escape one to remember.

Maldives

$$  
(spend $1,000, get $200 off)

Code: 
ESCAPE25

HawaiiMexico CaribbeanFiji

The world’s most amazing travel 

deals at the best prices.

Seneca Park Zoo has a new superin-
tendent.

On Monday, Monroe County Exec-
utive Adam Bello announced the ap-
pointment of Bob Lee to the role.

Lee has 25 years of animal care ex-
perience and most recently was direc-
tor of animal care for the Smithsoni-
an’s National Zoos and Conservation
Biology Institute in Washington, D.C.

He replaces Steve Lacy, who left in
September to become chief animal
programs and conservation officer at
the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Sci-
ence Center in Virginia Beach. Lacy led
Seneca Park Zoo for four years.

Lee began his career at the Oregon
Zoo in Portland, Oregon, as animal cu-
rator and elephant manager, eventual-
ly becoming general curator and then
director of animal care and conserva-
tion.

Seneca
Park Zoo
appoints
new leader 
Animal care veteran Lee
named superintendent
Marcia Greenwood
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ZOO SUPERINTENDENT, Page 5A

Cheers erupted throughout the
Rochester City Council chambers as the
council passed the Good Cause Evic-
tion Protections law Tuesday night.

City Council voted 7-2 to opt into the
law that will protect over 100,000 Roch-
ester tenants from predatory rent hikes
and evictions that lack a cause beyond
landlord profit.

This moves makes Rochester the
largest upstate city to adopt these pro-
tections.

Rochester 
City Council 
OKs eviction
protection law 
Kerria Weaver
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See EVICTION LAW, Page 5A
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Rochester City Council President Miguel Meléndez
Jr. expressed how the council took on the responsibil-
ity to investigate how the legislation could benefit
Rochesterians. “I am proud of this body for ushering in
legislation that will protect 64% of residents who rent
throughout our city,” Meléndez said. “This is particu-
larly important in communities within our city who
have often been marginalized, specifically in the area
of access to quality, affordable and stable housing.”

Rochester City Councilmember Mary Lupien men-
tioned how good cause is a vital step forward in ad-
dressing Rochester’s housing crisis, but said it is only
the beginning. “To truly ensure access to quality, af-
fordable housing and create stable, thriving neighbor-
hoods, we must use every tool at our disposal,” Lupien
said. “Stability is the foundation that opens doors to
opportunity, giving our residents and neighborhoods a
real chance to thrive.”

Some on Council voted no to ‘good cause’
eviction law

Council Vice President LaShay Harris and Council-
member Michael Patterson voted no against the law.
Both of them explained their position for being against
good cause.

“It’s not going to lower anybody’s rent, it’s not going
to create more housing in this community,” Patterson
said. “The only way we’re going to get real stability in
this community is to get more housing and the only
way that’s going to happen is if we can actually get
landlords to stop being fearful of renting to tenants.”

Harris agreed with Patterson and further explained
her reasoning on being against the law.

“Look at all the cities that have passed good cause,
the rents are still high, they are too high,” Harris said.
“This is not a silver bullet to our housing crisis, it will
ultimately increase the cost of rent in our market

where people are already struggling to pay rent.”

How will good cause protect renters?

Good Cause Eviction Protections would require
landlords to have a “good cause,” such as non-payment
or violating the lease, to remove a tenant.

During the meeting, President Meléndez intro-
duced an amendment to the bill that closed the LLC
loophole by lowering the portfolio size exemption to
one unit, which ensures protections apply to nearly all
renters.

The council also passed three other proposals con-
nected to good cause which includes establishing a
task force to monitor the law’s implementation,
launching a public education initiative to inform ten-
ants of their rights and initiating a process to select an
organization to assess the law’s efficacy.

Lisle Coleman, City-Wide Tenant Union of Roches-
ter organizer, spoke of how she believes good cause
will help to create beautiful and stable neighborhoods.
“Over a hundred thousand tenants can now rest easy
knowing their landlord can’t kick them out just be-
cause he wants more money,” Coleman said. “We are
ready to use our new protections to fight for better con-
ditions, stop rent hikes, and stand our ground against
predatory landlords.”

When will the protections go into effect?

The protections will go into effect for over 100,000
tenants citywide once signed into law by Rochester
Mayor Malik Evans.

Until the law is signed, tenants are advised to stay
in their homes, as state law requires landlords to pro-
vide 30 to 90 days’ notice for rent increases, non-re-
newals or evictions.

— Kerria Weaver works as the Government and You
reporter for the Democrat and Chronicle, with a focus
on how government actions affect communities and
neighborhoods in Rochester and in Monroe County.
Get in touch at kweaver@gannett.com.

Eviction law
Continued from Page 1A

He went on to be associate director for the Albu-
querque BioPark in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Chosen to lead Seneca Park Zoo after a nationwide
search, Lee has done extensive research into improv-
ing the health and welfare of zoo animals.

“With his experience in transformational improve-
ments at multiple zoos, we are thrilled to have Bob Lee
join our team,” county parks director Patrick Meredith
said.

The past few years have been difficult ones for Sen-
eca Park Zoo, which between 2022 and 2024 lost four
members of its Masai giraffe herd — two calves to dis-

ease and two adults, one to disease and one in an acci-
dent.

In October, the zoo announced the addition of two
adult Masai giraffes. A 1-year-old male named Elliot
and a 3-year-old female named Kura were transferred
from the San Diego Zoo Safari Park based on a recom-
mendation from the Association of Zoos and Aquari-
ums.

The pair joined Iggy, 7, her calf Olmsted, 2, and JD, 3,
as part of the zoo’s Animals of the Savanna exhibit. 

The zoo is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily from
April 1 through Oct. 31, and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily
from Nov. 1 to March 31.

Reporter Marcia Greenwood covers general assign-
ments and has an interest in retail news. Send story
tips to mgreenwo@rocheste.gannett.com. Follow her
on X @MarciaGreenwood.

Zoo superintendent
Continued from Page 1A

NEW YORK – About half of the United States is at
increased risk of power supply shortfalls in the next
decade that could lead to outages and electricity con-
servation measures, the North American Electric Re-
liability Corp. said on Tuesday. 

As U.S. power consumption rises from AI data
centers and the electrification of buildings and trans-
portation, efforts to add electricity generation have
fallen short, creating an intensifying supply-demand
imbalance, NERC said in its annual Long-Term Relia-
bility Assessment.

“We are seeing demand growth like we haven’t
seen in decades,” said John Moura, director of
NERC’s Reliability Assessment and Performance
Analysis. “Our infrastructure is not being built fast
enough to keep up with the rising demand.”

The Midcontinent Independent System Operator,
which operates the electrical grid in 15 states, was at
high risk of shortfalls even at normal peak demand
periods, NERC said.

Other grid operators at elevated risk, in which
shortfalls may happen during extreme heat or cold,
include PJM Interconnection, ISO New England, Tex-
as and California operators. Parts of the Northwest,
Northeast, Southeast and Midwest were better posi-
tioned to keep the lights on long-term, NERC said.

Accelerated electricity demand contributed to the
high-risk and elevated-risk areas, along with
planned fossil-fired power plant retirements, which
may exit service before new supply comes online.

NERC found that there are 78 gigawatts of con-
firmed generator retirements, and another 37 giga-
watts with announced plans for retirement, through
2034. One gigawatt of capacity can power as many as
1 million U.S. homes.

NERC is a North American nonprofit regulator that
develops industry standards, assessments and fore-
casts focusing on the reliability and security of the
electric grid. 

Regulator sees power
shortfalls on horizon 
REUTERS


