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South Korean President Yoon
vows to ‘fight to the end’

SEOUL, South Korea – South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol on Thursday
lashed out at his political opponents as
“anti-state forces,” said North Korea has
hacked the country’s elections and de-
fended his short-lived martial law order
as a legal move to protect democracy.

His comments on Thursday came as
the leader of Yoon’s own party said the
president had shown no signs of resign-
ing and must be impeached. He faces a
second impeachment vote in parlia-
ment expected on Saturday, a week af-
ter the first one failed because most of
the ruling party boycotted the vote.

“I will fight to the end,” he said near
the end of a lengthy address broadcast
on television.

Yoon is under criminal investigation
for alleged insurrection over the
botched Dec. 3 martial law declaration,
which sparked the biggest political cri-
sis in South Korea in decades.

In comments that echoed his justifi-
cation for declaring emergency rule in
the first place, he said the “criminal
groups” that have paralyzed state affairs
and disrupted the rule of law must be
stopped at all cost from taking over gov-
ernment.

Ukrainian military loses ground
near strategic hub of Pokrovsk

Russian troops destroyed or cap-
tured several Ukrainian positions near
the eastern city of Pokrovsk, Kyiv’s mil-
itary said on Wednesday, as Moscow
bears down on the strategic logistics
hub that is home to a unique Ukrainian
coking mine.

After months of accelerating ad-
vances toward Pokrovsk, Moscow’s
forces are now as close as two miles
from the southern outskirts of the city,
according to Ukraine’s DeepState,
which maps the front lines using open
sources.

“As a result of prolonged clashes, two
of our positions were destroyed, one
was lost. Currently, measures are being
taken to restore positions,” Nazar Vo-
loshyn, Ukraine’s military spokesper-
son for the eastern front, said in tele-
vised comments.

The fall of Pokrovsk, an important lo-
gistics center for the Ukrainian military,
would amount to the biggest military
setback for Kyiv in months. The city also
hosts a mine which is Ukraine’s only do-
mestic coking coal supplier for its once-
giant steel industry.

Pokrovsk has for months been the
area of the fiercest battles in Russia’s
33-month-old full-scale invasion of Uk-
raine.

US general monitors withdrawal 
of Israeli troops from Lebanon

WASHINGTON – A top U.S. military
officer visited Beirut on Wednesday to
monitor the withdrawal of the first Is-
raeli troops from Lebanon under a cea-
sefire agreement reached last month,
U.S. Central Command said.

Army Gen. Michael Kurilla visited the
monitoring headquarters in Beirut for
the ceasefire and met with the com-
mander of Lebanon’s armed forces,
Gen. Joseph Aoun, Central Command
said in a post on X.

The U.S. and France serve as moni-
tors of a 60-day truce between Israel
and the Lebanese armed group Hezbol-
lah that calls for a phased withdrawal of
Israeli troops after more than a year of
war.

Under the agreement, Hezbollah
fighters will leave their positions in
southern Lebanon.

Trump asks judge to dismiss
Central Park Five defamation suit

President-elect Donald Trump on
Wednesday asked a federal judge to dis-
miss a lawsuit accusing him of making
defamatory statements during his cam-
paign about five Black and Hispanic
men who were wrongly convicted and
imprisoned for the 1989 rape of a white
jogger in New York’s Central Park.

Trump’s lawyers said in a court filing
that his statements about the men,
known widely as the Central Park Five,
were legally protected expressions of
opinion.

The Central Park Five were cleared in
2002 based on new DNA evidence and
another person’s confession. Trump
falsely said at a Sept. 10 presidential de-
bate with Democrat Kamala Harris that
they had killed a person and pleaded
guilty.

Attorneys for Trump said the U.S.
Constitution’s First Amendment “pro-
tects the President-elect’s speech about
matters of public concern.”

Shanin Specter, an attorney for the
Central Park Five – Yusef Salaam, Ray-
mond Santana, Kevin Richardson, An-
tron Brown and Korey Wise – said they
expected Trump’s arguments to fail.
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and medical visits, and face unexpect-
ed costs for care they thought was cov-
ered by their health plan. Insurers say
they work to negotiate down increased
fees from doctors and hospitals, as well
as costly prescription drugs and med-
ical devices.

“I think all of us are taking a step
back and trying to understand what’s
happening with patients and their ex-
periences,” said Pfizer Chief Sustaina-
bility Officer Caroline Roan.

She called the killing “a tragedy of
epic proportions” and said that execu-
tives in the health care industry were
reeling.

“Clearly there’s a larger dialogue
that needs to happen, and we’re going
to be taking our time to try to under-
stand exactly what happened and un-
derstand that feedback, and see where
we can play a positive role.”

Health insurance companies are
also reassessing the risks for their top
executives after the killing. Some have
removed photos of their leadership
teams from their websites and are con-
sidering whether and how to increase
security measures. Still, Amazon’s

Gupta said that despite problems with
the U.S. health care system, actions
like Thompson’s killing cannot be nor-
malized.

“Last week was horrifically shock-
ing,” he said.

“Are there going to be copycats?
That is unacceptable. We need people
to speak out that false moral equiva-
lences must not be accepted. We
should be also be focused on the bigger
goal which is that we can do something
better here together.”

Thompson, a father of two, had been
CEO of UnitedHealthcare since April

2021, part of a 20-year career with the
company. He had been in New York to
attend the company’s annual investor
conference.

The suspected shooter has also
drawn intense interest from online
sleuths seeking to understand how a
26-year-old Ivy League graduate from
a prominent family ended up an ac-
cused murderer. Clues into Mangione’s
own medical history include a poten-
tial back injury that could cause both
personal distress and difficulties ob-
taining insurance coverage for treat-
ment.
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Vin Gupta, chief medical officer of
Amazon Pharmacy, said that despite
problems with the U.S. health care
system, actions like Thompson’s
killing cannot be normalized.
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Luigi Mangione has been charged in
the killing of a UnitedHealth
executive. EDUARDO MUNOZ/REUTERS

The group that successfully per-
suaded the U.S. Supreme Court to ban
race-conscious admissions at civilian
colleges is expanding its fight to end af-
firmative action at military academies
with a new lawsuit against the U.S. Air
Force Academy. 

Students for Fair Admissions, a
group founded by affirmative action
opponent Edward Blum, filed the law-
suit against the Air Force Academy late
on Tuesday, just days after a judge re-
jected its challenge to race-conscious
admissions at the Annapolis, Mary-
land-based U.S. Naval Academy.

The lawsuit was filed in federal court
in Colorado, where the Air Force Acad-
emy is based, and alleges the school
engages in unlawful discrimination
and violates the equal protection
clause in the U.S. Constitution’s Fifth
Amendment by considering race as an
admissions factor.

“The Air Force Academy has no legal
justification for treating applicants dif-
ferently by race and ethnicity,” Blum

said in a statement.
The academy, which educates ca-

dets for service as officers in the U.S.
Air Force and U.S. Space Force, had no
immediate comment.

Democratic President Joe Biden’s
administration has defended the mili-
tary academies’ race-conscious admis-
sions programs, saying senior military
leaders have long recognized that a
scarcity of minority officers could cre-
ate distrust within the armed forces,
which were desegregated in 1948.

Legal experts say the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice under Republican
President-elect Donald Trump could
abandon the defense of these policies
after he takes office on Jan. 20.

Blum’s group has been seeking to
build on its June 2023 victory at the
Supreme Court, when the court’s 6-3
conservative majority sided with it by
barring policies used by colleges and
universities for decades to increase the
number of Black, Hispanic and other
minority students on American cam-
puses.

That ruling invalidated race-con-
scious admissions policies used by

Harvard and the University of North
Carolina. 

But it explicitly did not address the
consideration of race as a factor in ad-
missions at military academies, which
conservative Chief Justice John Rob-
erts said had “potentially distinct in-
terests.”

Of the almost 1,100 cadets admitted
into the Air Force Academy’s class of
2028, ethnic and racial minorities
comprised 38%, which the academy in
July said represented one of the most
diverse classes in its history.

Tuesday’s lawsuit followed two ear-
lier cases the group filed in the months
after the Supreme Court’s decision,
one in New York against the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy at West Point and an-
other in Maryland against the Naval
Academy.

Blum’s group is appealing its loss on
Friday in the Naval Academy case. The
West Point lawsuit is proceeding to
trial after a judge rejected a request at a
preliminary stage to block the school’s
consideration of race. The U.S. Su-
preme Court in February declined pre-
trial to do so as well. 

Affirmative action opponents
sue US Air Force Academy
Nate Raymond
REUTERS

NEW YORK – Two real estate agents
known for promoting flashy properties
in New York and Miami have been ar-
rested on sex-trafficking charges, fed-
eral prosecutors said on Wednesday,
accusing them of raping dozens of
women.

The Manhattan U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice accused brothers Oren Alexander,
38, and Tal Alexander, 37, the co-foun-
ders of the luxury real estate brokerage
known as Official, as well as their
brother Alon Alexander, 37, of drugging
and sexually assaulting women for
more than a decade starting in 2010.

The brothers were arrested in Flori-
da on Wednesday morning and are ex-
pected to be transferred to New York.
Prosecutors are seeking to have them
detained pending trial. They face up to
life in prison if convicted.

“The defendants used their wealth
and positions to create and facilitate
opportunities to sexually assault wom-
en,” Damian Williams, the Manhattan
U.S. attorney, told reporters. “This of-
fice is determined to investigate and
prosecute anyone who engages in sex
trafficking, no matter how powerful or
wealthy or famous you may be.”

In an eight-page indictment, prose-
cutors said the brothers often invited
women to parties or trips, where they
would rape them alone or together,
sometimes within hours of meeting
them. 

They sometimes offered the victims
travel or concert tickets after the as-
saults, according to the indictment.

They each face one count of sex-
trafficking conspiracy and one count of

sex trafficking by force, fraud or coer-
cion. Tal Alexander faces an additional
count of sex trafficking.

A lawyer for Tal Alexander declined
to comment. Alon Alexander will enter
a plea of not guilty, his lawyer Isabelle
Kirshner said in a statement.

Susan Necheles, a lawyer for Oren
Alexander, said: “Oren Alexander is in-
nocent. The evidence will show that
neither he nor his brothers ever com-
mitted a crime.”

Oren and Tal Alexander stepped
down from their roles at Official in
June, the New York Times reported.
Alon Alexander has worked as an exec-
utive at a private security firm, prose-
cutors said.

Official did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment. The
company focuses on brokering high-
end real estate sales and rentals in New
York City, Miami, the Hamptons in New
York and Aspen, Colorado. It was in-
volved in brokering a $14.3 million deal
in Bay Harbor, Florida, in May, prose-
cutors said.

Tal Alexander since 2019 has rented
an apartment on a strip of skyscrapers
near Manhattan’s Central Park known
as “billionaire’s row,” prosecutors said.

Alon and Oren Alexander own prop-
erties in Miami Beach with private
docks, prosecutors said in a court filing
aiming to persuade judges the brothers
were flight risks and should be jailed.

Co-founders of luxury real estate
firm charged with sex trafficking
Luc Cohen
REUTERS

Photos of the suspects are displayed on a screen during a news conference in
Miami on Wednesday to announce that the co-founders of luxury real estate
brokerage Official have been arrested on sex-trafficking charges.
GIORGIO VIERA/REUTERS


