
Democrat and Chronicle - 11/09/2024 Page : A08

November 9, 2024 7:27 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

8A | SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2024 | ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE

Decorate with 

Holiday Magic!

Every crate includes 
two boxes filled with 
OVER 100 ornaments 

and decorations!

888-910-6248

PLUS: Use Code USATODAY 
 and get an

OFFER EXPIRES 
IN 7 DAYS!

CALL NOW!

INDIVIDUALLY PURCHASED, 
THE ITEMS IN EACH CRATE, 

WOULD COST $1,000+
Designed and made exclusively  
by the Rockwall Christmas Co.

Limited Time Offer!

Only $345

Order Today & 
Receive Your Crate for

(Tree Not Included)
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Included)
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Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters.

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

AFTERBEFORE

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 
1Subject to credit approval. Call for details AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, 

IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329,MI # 2102212986, #262000022, 
#262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, 

NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT 
#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912
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20%
 OFF

Your Entire Purchase*
10%

 OFF
Seniors + Military

+

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION! 585-510-7024

LET THE PROS 
HANDLE IT!TM

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION NOW!

11/30/2024

585-510-7024

Black college students in several
states reported to authorities Wednes-
day they had received anonymous text
messages using racist references to the
era of U.S. slavery.

The messages varied in detail, but
followed the same basic script, saying
the recipient had “been selected to pick
cotton at the nearest plantation.” 

Officials could not say Thursday
where the messages originated.

The Southern Poverty Law Center,
which tracks hate incidents nationwide,
and local authorities in Ohio, Alabama,
South Carolina and other states were in-
vestigating the messages, which were
sent out after the announcement of
Donald Trump’s election victory.

It’s unclear who sent the messages
and how many were sent. At least some
of the messages claimed to have come
from “A Trump supporter.”

A statement from the FBI said the
agency is “aware of the offensive and
racist text messages sent to individuals
around the country and is in contact
with the Justice Department and other
federal authorities on the matter.”

Representatives from civil rights ad-
vocacy organizations, including the
SPLC and the NAACP’s Columbus, Ohio,
chapter, said the contents of the mes-
sages constituted hate crimes.

Margaret Huang, president and CEO
of the SPLC, called the texts “a public
spectacle of hatred and racism that
makes a mockery of our civil rights his-
tory” in a public statement on Thursday.

Huang called on political leaders to
“condemn anti-Black racism, in any
form, whenever we see it.”

Experts on domestic extremism were
shocked by the messages Wednesday,
telling USA TODAY the campaign ap-
pears to represent a tactic that has not
previously been employed by white su-
premacists or hate groups.

“This is the first I’ve ever seen of this
kind of racist attack using texts – it’s
frighteningly personal and harrowing,”
said Heidi Beirich, co-founder of the
Global Project Against Hate and Ex-
tremism. “I’ve also never seen this kind
of racist messaging threatening people
directly.”

Where are students receiving
racist text messages?

Authorities began investigating the
text messages following reports that
students from Clemson University in
South Carolina, Ohio State, the Univer-
sity of Alabama and other schools had
received them.

But not all of the recipients were in
college.

Mary Banks, who has a 16-year-old
daughter in Columbus, said her daugh-
ter received one of the hateful text mes-
sages Wednesday evening and that it
included her full name. A few of her
daughter’s friends in the Columbus City
School district received similar mes-
sages, she said.

Banks said she’s not surprised that
racist hatred would surface at this

moment in history.
“I feel white supremacy got stronger

after the election,” she said.
Ben Johnson, a spokesman for Ohio

State University, told The Columbus
Dispatch, part of the USA TODAY Net-
work, that hateful messages were sent
to “several students.”

Bethany McCorkle, a spokesperson
for Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost’s
office, said the office was aware of the
text messages and looking into them.

Columbus NAACP President Nana
Watson told The Columbus Dispatch
that she believes the text messages are a
hate crime. 

“This is racism at its highest,” Watson
said.

Diedre Simmons, a spokesperson for
the University of Alabama, told the
school newspaper, The Crimson White,
that university officials informed local
authorities about similar messages sent
to students there.

Authorities at Clemson University
are also investigating racist text
messages sent to Black students in
South Carolina, according to the Green-
ville News, part of the USA TODAY Net-
work.

R.J. Polite, a senior at Clemson, who
received a version of the text, said he
was shocked by the message and men-
tioned the negativity he’s seeing on so-
cial media after Trump’s victory. 

“It was ignorant and kind of childish,”
Polite said. “I really tried to stay off of
my phone and off the internet for the
day because it was just so much going
on. It was just bad.” 

Who is sending the messages?

It’s unclear who sent the text mes-
sages.

Alejandra Caraballo, a clinical in-
structor at the Harvard Law School Cy-
berlaw Clinic, said this is the first time
she has seen a widespread racist attack
using text messages. Tracking the cul-
prit who perpetrated the campaign may
be complicated, depending on how ex-
tensive it is, she said.

That is also unclear.
“It remains to be seen how wide-

spread this is,” Caraballo said. “If this is
a few hundred texts, it could be done by
a local racist group in an afternoon as a
trolling tactic, but if it’s thousands or
tens of thousands or hundreds of thou-
sands of people, then it would have to be
automated and involve a fair degree of
sophistication.”

If the attack is that widespread, Cara-
ballo said, she wouldn’t rule out foreign
actors seeking to foment discord in the
United States in the days after the presi-
dential election. She said bomb threats
to majority Black polling places on Elec-
tion Day were reported to have come
from Russian email addresses. 

Bad actors can quite easily purchase
lists of phone numbers – some catego-
rized by race or other demographic
characteristics – on the dark web, to be
used for anything from sales campaigns
to cybercrime, Caraballo said.

In some states, voter registration in-
formation is public, including a voter’s
race, she said, and that information
could be combined with phone records
to create a targeted account like this.

Kayla Jimenez, Will Carless and Jon-
athan Limehouse are USA TODAY re-
porters; Laura A. Bischoff is a Columbus
Dispatch reporter; Terry Benjamin III is
a Greenville News reporter
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