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ELECTION 2024 

ATLANTA – Donald Trump’s presi-
dential election victory has sent shock
waves through Black American commu-
nities, which voted overwhelmingly for
Democratic candidate Kamala Harris
despite a campaign by her Republican
rival to court Black men.

While Trump made gains among
Black Americans in North Carolina and
some in the community celebrated his
win, nationally his vote share among
Black voters was unchanged in the
Tuesday vote from 2020, according to
an exit poll conducted by Edison Re-
search, which showed a much larger
swing toward Trump among Hispanic
voters.

Black voters were important to Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s victory over Trump in
2020, when Harris was also elected as
the first Black and first Asian American
vice president. Had she won on Tues-
day, Harris would have become the
United States’ first woman president.

A majority of the two dozen Black
Americans who spoke to Reuters said
they feared a second Trump term, in-
cluding a rollback of civil rights after his
pledge to end federal diversity and in-
clusion programs.

Many said his rhetoric, including rac-
ist and sexist language, proved he does
not have the best interests of Black
Americans at heart.

Mary Spencer, 72, a retired nurse and
educator in Oak Creek, in swing state
Wisconsin, was dismayed by Trump’s
victory. She said Trump’s opinion of
Black people was condescending.

“Because that’s what he thinks of us
– that we only strive to do the jobs that
(illegal) immigrants come to do – which
he identifies as housekeeping or work-
ing on landscape projects. Things that
don’t require much skill or education.” 

At an event with Black journalists in
July, Trump said immigrants were tak-
ing “Black jobs,” reinforcing racist
stereotypes about the kinds of work
Black Americans do.

Trump denies he is racist. He says his
economic agenda will lower taxes,
housing costs, and boost job creation for
all Americans, including Black Ameri-
cans. His campaign did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

Katrena Holmes, 51, a Black entrepre-
neur from Riverdale, Georgia, voted for
Harris, hoping she would unify the

country and reduce racial inequities. A
Trump victory threatens to arrest pro-
gress on closing those gaps, given his
policy agenda and rhetoric, she said.

“There’s a spirit of divisiveness,” she
said.

Nadia Brown, director of the wom-
en’s and gender studies program at
Georgetown University, said Trump’s
victory has likely dealt “a blow psycho-
logically” to many Black Americans,
who had been excited by the prospect of
having the nation’s first woman presi-
dent and its second Black commander-
in-chief who could usher in policy
change for their communities.

“His rhetoric, and all of the race bait-
ing and racist remarks, it’s just going to
be more of a distraction,” Brown said,
adding people will feel dejected after
spending months organizing on the
ground for Harris.

However, civil and voting rights
groups said the result will galvanize
them to fight even harder for racial
equality.

“We’re going to mobilize at every an-
gle to try to stop the continued progres-
sion of the rollback of all of our funda-
mental rights and freedoms. We won’t
be quiet,” said Jotaka Eaddy, the foun-
der of the Win With Black Women
group, which kicked off a ground swell
of organizing for Harris and raised mil-

lions of dollars in the early hours after
she rose to the top of the ticket in July.

Trump has said immigrants in the
U.S. illegally are “poisoning the blood of
our country.” He has promised to fight
what he called “anti-white feeling.”

At the event with journalists in July,
Trump falsely claimed Harris previous-
ly downplayed her Black heritage.

Harris won 86% of the Black vote,
compared to 12% for Trump, according
to Edison Research, the same share of
support Biden received in 2020.

Throughout his campaign, Trump
tried to make inroads with Black men,
but he only received 20% of their vote, a
one percentage point increase from
2020, according to Edison Research.
Harris won 92% of Black women voters
nationwide, up two points from 2020.
Black voters accounted for 11% of the
share of voters nationwide.

Trump swing

In some parts of the country, Trump’s
message, including the promise to keep
a lid on inflation, did lead to gains
among the Black community.

In North Carolina, an Edison Re-
search exit poll showed Trump boosting
his share of the Black vote to 12%, from
7% in 2020. He garnered the support of
20% of Black male voters, in line with

the national average, according to the
poll.

Trump won North Carolina with
about 51% of the vote.

In another of the states that decided
Trump’s win, Georgia, Trump’s share of
the Black vote rose by one percentage
point to 12%, according to Edison Re-
search. Shedrick Carter, 38, a Black man
and a small business owner in Atlanta,
was celebrating the former president’s
victory.

He believes Trump will improve the
lives of Black Americans by boosting
jobs, lowering prices and keeping Amer-
ica out of foreign wars.

“He’s going to be amazing for Black
people,” said Carter, who voted early for
Trump, also his choice in the previous
two elections.

At a roller skating rink in Atlanta,
Bryson Goodbeir, 32, who works in
demolition on construction sites, said
his financial situation was better under
Trump’s presidency.

“I like his assertiveness. I like the way
he carries himself,” Goodbeir said, add-
ing he believes Trump will improve the
economy and reduce the cost of living.

Goodbeir said he supported Trump’s
tough stance on people entering the U.S.
illegally, because he believes it helps
Black workers. “Trump is trying to pro-
tect us,” Goodbeir said.

Black Americans express fear, resolve
But some believe
Trump will
improve economy
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Attendees react to early results at Vice President Kamala Harris’ election night rally at Howard University in Washington on
Tuesday. KEVIN MOHATT/REUTERS

Republican President-elect Donald
Trump is poised to build on his legacy of
reshaping the federal judiciary with
nominees who his allies and opponents
predict could be even more conserva-
tive than the near-record 234 judges he
put on the bench in his first stint in of-
fice.

With Republicans set to take back
control of the Senate, which must con-
firm judicial nominees, Trump should
enjoy an easy path to filling possible va-
cancies on the U.S. Supreme Court and
the expected 100-plus seats that will
likely open up on lower courts across the
nation.

“Trump remade the federal judiciary
in his first term, and now he has the op-
portunity to cement that vision for an
entire generation,” John Collins, a pro-
fessor at George Washington University
Law School, said in an email.

A new round of Trump-appointed,
life-tenured judges would result in a
more conservative federal judiciary that
would be more likely to cast a skeptical
eye on environmental, financial and
other regulations and to uphold
Trump’s agenda in the face of legal chal-
lenges.

Representatives for Trump did not
respond to a request for comment.

During his first four years in office,
Trump’s 234 judicial appointments in-
cluded three U.S. Supreme Court jus-

tices, giving the high court its 6-3 con-
servative majority, and 54 judges
named to 13 intermediate appeals
courts. It marked the second-most judi-
cial appointments of any president in a
single term.

Those appointments shifted the judi-
ciary to the right, with Republican ap-
pointees today making up half of all ac-
tive appellate judges and having major-
ities on six circuit courts. Many had
connections to the influential conserva-
tive legal group the Federalist Society
and remain active with the organiza-
tion.

Those judges often embrace “origi-
nalism,” a legal philosophy that seeks to
interpret the U.S. Constitution based on
the text as understood at the time of its
drafting in the 18th century.

That legal doctrine has formed the
backbone of a series of rulings favoring
conservative litigants in cases that have
curtailed abortion access, expanded
gun rights and limited government reg-
ulation.

While Trump in his first term from
2017 to 2021 turned to the Federalist So-
ciety’s Leonard Leo as an adviser on ju-
dicial nominees, the Republican this
time has surrounded himself with dif-
ferent conservative allies focused on ju-
dicial nominees.

Those include Mike Davis, a Trump
ally and founder of the conservative ju-
dicial advocacy group Article III Project,
who during Trump’s first term was chief
counsel for nominations to the then-
chair of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley,
who is set to resume that role.

‘Bold and fearless judges’

“I think that Trump’s biggest and
most consequential accomplishment of
his first term was the transformation of
the federal judiciary, and I hope he
builds upon that in his second term with
even more bold and fearless judges,” Da-
vis told Reuters in the run-up to Tues-
day’s election.

Davis, who had worked to help con-
firm Trump-appointed Supreme Court
Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kava-
naugh, posted on social media platform
X on Thursday that anyone wanting his
help landing a job during Trump’s presi-
dency needed to provide “concrete evi-
dence of your loyalty to Trump.”

Some of Trump’s appointees to the
trial courts in his first term could be po-
tential candidates to fill vacancies on
key appeals courts, which often have
the last word on cases given how few
appeals the Supreme Court hears.

Davis has previously cited Florida-
based U.S. District Judge Aileen Can-
non, a Trump appointee who dismissed
the classified documents criminal case
against the now-incoming president, as
the type of “fearless” judge Trump
should seek to appoint.

Other prominent conservative trial
court judges who could be eligible for a
promotion include U.S. District Judge
Matthew Kacsmaryk in Amarillo, Texas,
who suspended approval of the abor-
tion pill mifepristone. The U.S. Supreme
Court in June preserved access to the
pill, overturning an appellate court rul-
ing that partly upheld Kacsmaryk’s de-
cision.

U.S. District Judge Kathryn Kimball

Mizelle, a Trump appointee in Tampa,
Florida, declared the Biden administra-
tion’s COVID-19 mask mandate for air-
lines and other public transportation
was unlawful.

The scope of Trump’s ability to
further reshape the judiciary will be lim-
ited by the number of vacancies he can
fill.

He inherited 108 federal judicial va-
cancies when he took office in 2017, the
most for an incoming president since
Democratic then-President Bill Clinton
in 1992.

Today, the federal judiciary has 47
seats currently vacant and 20 more that
are expected to open up in the future,
assuming their current occupants keep
to their announced plans to move into
semi-retirement. 

But outgoing Democratic President
Joe Biden has nominees pending to fill
28 of those 67 seats.

Another 247 judges will be eligible to
move into semi-retirement over the
next four years, opening new vacancies,
according to an analysis by the Ameri-
can Constitution Society, a progressive
legal group.

But only 116 were appointed by Re-
publicans, and research has shown that
the vast majority of judges today time
their decisions to take “senior status” to
when the White House is occupied by a
president of the same party as the one
who appointed them.

Even with fewer vacancies, though,
law school professor Collins said Trump
“will likely be able to both lock in con-
servative majorities for the foreseeable
future on some courts and narrow or flip
liberal majorities on others.” 

Trump readies to name ‘fearless’ conservative judges
Former president poised
to further reshape courts 
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