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Pre-order online at

Trump.PictorialBook.com

Commemorate President Trump’s historic second term 
in a hardcover collector’s book

Experience history in the making with “Donald Trump: The Road to a Historic 
Second Term.” This stunning 160-page hardcover volume captures the electrifying 

journey of President Trump’s unprecedented return to the White House. From the 

campaign trail to the debates, multiple assassination attempts to Inauguration Day, 

every pivotal moment is immortalized in vivid detail and striking photography. 

Own a piece of American history — a collector’s item to save for future generations. 

Order now and secure your front-row seat to one of the most remarkable political 

comebacks in U.S. history.

cover not final

scan and save!

$31.95 reg. $39.95 
offer expires Feb. 16, 2025 
books ship Feb. 28, 2025

20% off
for a limited time

HISTORY
IN THE MAKING

Rochester City Council was set to
vote for the good cause eviction protec-
tions legislation Tuesday night but the
vote was stalled as the council sparred
over amendments that had not yet
been added.

President Miguel Melendez made
the plan to vote on the ordinance Dec.
17 to ensure the legislation was strong
enough to cover as many renters as
possible.

“I believe it is important to act in De-
cember so that my council colleagues
can vet the full package of resolutions
in coordination with the report, and
with that due diligence, give this im-
portant legislation their full considera-
tion,” Melendez said in a press release.

Council members Mary Lupien,
Stanley Martin and Kim Smith ex-
pressed in a statement the urgency in
voting for the law Tuesday night, men-
tioning that more than 300 families
have faced evictions since the good
cause bill was introduced in June.

“Since our last council meeting in
October, nearly 100 families have had
an eviction enforced,” Lupien said. “Be-
ing that Thanksgiving is Thursday,
Christmas is next month, my fear is if
we wait on passing this we may have
100 more families that have an eviction
enforced over the holidays.”

Council member Willie Lightfoot
was also prepared to vote for good
cause Tuesday night.

“My understanding was we were go-
ing to be voting on good cause today,”
Lightfoot said. 

After much discussion, the vote on
the law was delayed until Dec. 17, leav-
ing many council meeting attendees
angry and frustrated.

What is the “good cause eviction”
legislation?

To remove a tenant under this pro-
posed law, landlords would be required
to have a “good cause,” such as non-
payment or violating the lease. The
proposal also would allow tenants to
challenge rent hikes above 8.45%.

The council first introduced legisla-
tion to opt into good cause in June but
the initial version was considered to be
the weakest in the state due to it having
an “LLC loophole.”

The loophole would exclude about
24,000 rental units, leaving thousands
of renters vulnerable to predatory land-
lords. In a report, the council recom-
mended passing an amendment to
close the loophole

Ten upstate localities have passed
such laws, including Albany, Kingston,
Ithaca, Poughkeepsie, Newburgh, Bea-
con, New Paltz, Nyack, Hudson and
Fishkill.

Kerria Weaver works as the Govern-
ment and You reporter for the Demo-
crat and Chronicle, with a focus on how
government actions affect communi-
ties and neighborhoods in Rochester
and in Monroe County. Get in touch at
kweaver@gannett.com.

Good cause eviction vote
stalled as City Council
debates ordinance
Kerria Weaver
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

As construction takes place locations
with vulnerable populations and a his-
tory of elevated lead levels will be prio-
ritized. These approved funds will also

help in paying close attention to replac-
ing lines in communities that are greatly
impacted by environmental hazards
from a result of social injustice.

Construction for the project is sched-
uled to begin in spring 2026 and is ex-
pected to be completed by summer
2028. The project will create an estimat-
ed 252 full-time jobs.

How does lead in the water hurt
you?

Lead in any amount can cause myri-
ad health problems for children, wheth-
er they breathe it in or ingest it. Very
high lead levels can cause seizures, co-
ma and death. Low levels can cause be-
havioral problems, loss of IQ and atten-

tion deficit disorders, as well as stunted
growth and impaired hearing or speech.

– Kerria Weaver works as the Govern-
ment and You reporter for the Democrat
and Chronicle, with a focus on how gov-
ernment actions affect communities
and neighborhoods in Rochester and in
Monroe County. Get in touch at kweav-
er@gannett.com.

Water lines
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Millions of Americans could have
expanded Medicare and Medicaid that
would cover blockbuster weight-loss
drugs under a proposed federal rule an-
nounced Tuesday.

The medications − part of a class of
drugs called GLP-1, or glucagon-like
peptide-1, receptor agonists − were first
used to treat diabetes but have since
been approved for obesity, which has
dramatically expanded the patient
pool. The drugs reduce people’s appe-
tite, helping them lose weight.

The new rule by the Biden admini-
stration seeks to broaden access.
About 42% of American adults are
obese, according to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. That’s
up from 30% from 1999 to 2000.

Private insurance companies say
U.S. patients aren’t paying the true cost
of expensive medications such as We-
govy and Zepbound, which can easily
cost upwards of $1,000.

What is the true cost of GLP-1s?

Wegovy, the weight-loss medication
made by Novo Nordisk, is listed at
$1,349 in the U.S. but sells for a fraction
of that in Europe. In the United King-
dom, it costs $92, according to evi-
dence provided to a U.S. Senate com-
mittee hearing in September.

In the U.S., insurance sponsored by
employers and private insurance com-
panies largely cover diabetes drugs
such as Ozempic. The injection pen for
the drug costs nearly $970 monthly at
list price, according to its maker, Novo

Nordisk.
The weight management drug Zep-

bound, made by the pharmaceutical gi-
ant Eli Lilly, has a list price of $1,060 for
a 28-day supply, GoodRX.com said.

The number of employers that cover
GLP-1 drugs appears to be increasing. A
recent survey by Mercer, a benefits
consultant, found that 44% of large
employers covered them for obesity, an
increase from 41% in 2023.

Expanded Medicare and 
Medicaid coverage

Medicare is the federal program that
provides health insurance to Ameri-
cans ages 65 and older. The U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices’ new rule expanding coverage
would affect 3.4 million Medicare re-
cipients.

Medicaid provides coverage to low-
er-income Americans. Around 4 mil-
lion Medicaid recipients could gain
coverage under the proposed rule.
States would have the option to pay for
it.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services officials estimate the expan-
sion would cost about $40 billion over
10 years.

It is unclear how the Trump admini-
stration will handle the proposal. How-
ever, President-elect Donald Trump’s
pick to lead HHS, Robert F. Kennedy Jr.,
has said Americans should just eat bet-
ter.

If finalized, the rule would take effect
in 2026.

Contributing: Karen Weintraub and
Alyssa Goldberg, USA TODAY

Biden hopes to expand
weight-loss drug coverage
Eduardo Cuevas and Ken Alltucker
USA TODAY
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