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Customer service
To view important information online related to your subscription, visit
aboutyoursubscription.democratandchronicle.com. You can also
manage your subscription at account.democratandchronicle.com
Contact the Democrat and Chronicle for questions or report issues at
1-800-790-9565

Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. with limited support for Digital
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Full access print and digital subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting
democratandchronicle.com/subscribe.

Contact us
Customer Service ..........................................................................1-800-790-9565
Executive Editor ...................................................Michael Kilian | 585-258-2220
Advertising ....................................... Heather DeLyser-Falkey | 585-258-2227
Legals (option 3) .................................................................................. 585-454-1111

Obituaries ............................................. democratandchronicle.com/obituaries
Classifieds ............................................. classifieds.democratandchronicle.com
Meet the newsroom. Share your stories. Visit the Democrat and
Chronicle at connect.democratandchronicle.com

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at accuracy@
democratandchronicle.com to report a mistake or call 585-258-2220.
Describe the error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Postal information
The Democrat and Chronicle, USPS# 153-100, is published 7 days per
week excluding Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving (observed), Christmas Day (observed) and New Year’s Day
(observed) by Gannett Media Corp, 245 E. Main St. Rochester, NY 14604.
Periodicals postage paid at Rochester, NY 14604 and additional mailing
offices. Postmaster: Send all UAA to CFS. (See DMM 507.1.5.2);
Non-postal and military facilities: Send address corrections to
Customer Service, PO Box 1387, Fort Smith, AR 72902.

ABOUT YOUR D&C TEAM

Sign up for newsletters
for top daily content

Follow this QR code to
sign up for our daily
newsletters, a brisk
summary of our top
stories with links to
deeper content,

background stories and related
opinion pieces. You can choose the
topic from news to sports to
entertainment, as well as local
obituaries and memories of those
who’ve passed. It’s all part of your
full-access subscription.

How to submit a letter
to the editor

Do you have an
opinion about a news
story or an issue in our
community? We want
to hear it and share it
with our readers. Scan

this QR code for a form to submit your
opinion online.

Explore the data we’ve
compiled for you

Numbers tell our
stories, and they
enlighten us along the
way. They show us our
housing market's
competitiveness, how
local schools are rated,

how gas prices have changed, today's
air quality and how our elected
officials voted.

Scan this QR code or head to
data.democratandchronicle.com to
learn more about our area through the
numbers that represent us.

Are you having problems
with your subscription? 

Our customer service
team is ready to help
you with any part of
your full-access
subscription, whether
it’s getting a credit for

a missed delivery, accessing your
eNewspaper, or downloading and
activating the app. Follow this QR
code on your phone to reach our
team. You can click one button to start
a live chat with a representative or call
our customer service desk.

Get the most out 
of your subscription

We hope you enjoy
your time with our
Sunday edition.
There’s also a lot more
you can get out of
your full-access

subscription. It all starts by
downloading our app at the App store
or the Google Play store to get
everything the Democrat & Chronicle
has to offer in your hand.

Here’s how to access the
e-edition from anywhere

Just because you’re
not home doesn’t
mean you can’t read
the print edition. Scan
the QR code for a
complete digital copy

of the Democrat & Chronicle. You’ll not
only find today’s paper, but you can
search our archive and even read USA
TODAY and our late-breaking Nation &
World and Sports Extra sections. 

There are a number of holidays on our
calendars when some of us might get the
day off from work or school but few of us
do anything specific to commemorate
the holiday or even to think about why
the holiday exists.

Two of them are in November: Veter-
ans Day and Thanksgiving Day.

Yes, many of us gather somewhere for
a Thanksgiving Day dinner, but a lot of
folks have more interest in the Detroit Li-
ons game or the Dallas Cowboys game
played the fourth Thursday of every No-
vember than they do in counting their
blessings or actually contemplating for
what they might be thankful.

Veterans Day similarly is a holiday
created with a sense of great purpose:
honoring the sacrifice of American mil-
itary veterans. Yet far more people go out
and shop that day than, say, call a rela-
tive who is a veteran to say “thank you.”

I think of my own extended family
and military service: My mother’s father
and a few of his brothers fought in World
War I, where being attacked with debil-
itating and deadly mustard gas was a
very real possibility. My father served in
the Army in the mid-1950s, being sta-
tioned in Greenland at one point at the
height of the Cold War. And my nephew
served for many years in the Marine
Corps, service that took him to sunny
San Diego.

I could think of others I’m related to
who had military service – uncles and
cousins mainly. So I’ll offer here in writ-
ing a heartfelt THANK YOU, served with
a sense of gratitude and appreciation.

To all D&C subscribers and readers
who have served our country, an enor-
mous THANK YOU to you as well.
Whether you served or are serving in the
Army, the Navy, the Marines, the Air
Force, the Space Force, the Coast Guard
or in any other part of the U.S. military,
we recognize your contributions and
sacrifices in protecting and supporting
our nation.

In a way, giving thanks for our veter-
ans is something we can all do in the
spirit of this coming Thursday’s holiday,
right?

Here at the Democrat and Chronicle,
we are also thankful for each of you, our
loyal readers, and for your continuing
support of local news in Rochester. 

Mike Kilian is executive editor. Reach
him at mkilian@gannett.com

Michael Kilian
Executive Editor

Rochester Democrat 

and Chronicle

November holidays
for remembering
vets, giving thanks

For me, Thanksgiving isn’t just
about the turkey or the pies—it’s about
the card game. Spades, to be specific.

I’ve always loved card games, but
my grandmother introduced me to the
world of friendly competition. When I
was five, she taught me how to play
rummy. I still remember her slow, pa-
tient guidance as I struggled to under-
stand the rules, but I was determined
to beat her.

Those early games weren’t just
about learning how to play — they
were about learning math, strategy
and the thrill of victory. Over time,
though, another card game took the
spotlight at family gatherings: spades.

Spades is a game built on team-
work, trust and strategy. Played with
four players in two partnerships, each
team works together to win “books”
and to win the number of books they
bid on at the start of each round. The
spade suit is the trump suit, which al-
ways beats any other card in the game.

The beauty of spades lies in the
communication and synchronization
between teammates. You don’t just re-
ly on your hand; you must trust that
your partner will come through when
the time is right. The unspoken sig-
nals, the subtle plays and the mo-
ments when you both nail the strategy
make the game so exhilarating.

Spades has long been a staple of Af-
rican-American family gatherings,
where the stakes can feel high even
without money. The pride of winning
— or the sting of losing — often feels
more intense than any monetary
wager.

People get serious about spades. It’s
not uncommon for younger players to
be hesitant about learning the game,
as the pressure to perform can be in-
timidating. But that’s part of the beau-
ty of it: it’s a game that requires pa-
tience, understanding, and respect. If
you’re lucky enough to have a patient
partner or mentor, the game becomes
an avenue for connection and learn-
ing, just like my grandmother did for
me all those years ago.

Ultimately, the appeal of spades
isn’t about the rules or the winning. It’s
about being in the moment with your
family, unplugged from technology,
social media, or Wi-Fi.

It’s one of the last remaining tradi-
tions where people gather to face off,
laugh, argue over mistakes and bond
together. That’s the essence of
Thanksgiving, after all: being present
with those you love, sharing time and
creating memories, all without the dis-
tractions of modern life. And for me,
nothing makes that happen better
than a good, intense game of spades.

Robert Bell is community news and
outreach editor for the Democrat and
Chronicle. He has produced multime-
dia projects and comprehensive jour-
nalism that has won awards at the
state and national level. Reach him at
RLBell@gannett.com.

A Thanksgiving spades game with Rob Bell’s family.
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This Thanksgiving tradition
involves a good bit of arguing

Robert Bell
Rochester Democrat

and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Your brand’s spotlight
with our audience
Generate high visibility and immediate impact.
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