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Huge Mattress 
Event!

Happening 
now at 

Charlotte

Buy It Today, Get It Today! Shop Local.

www.charlotteappliance.com

3200 Lake Ave., Rochester
(585) 663-5050

Black Friday Pricing Starts Now

Over 30 years  
of experience

DC-40404286

Don’t Replace.

REFACE!

Refacing Saves 75% of the Cost 
Versus Conventional Remodeling!

Soft Close Hinges
Up to $750 value! Not valid with any other Offers Exp 11/15/24

FREE

NU LOOK
Cabinet Refacing

SINCE 1971

585-310-8454
107 Norris Dr, Suite G, Rochester, NY 14610

www.nu-look.info

Transform your kitchen In 
As Little As 3 Days!

Nu-Look is locally owned, and has  
proudly served Upstate New York 

 as the largest, and best kitchen savers for

OVER 50 YEARS!Request A Design Consultation

DC-40436921

It’s been almost 10 years since a white
supremacist was welcomed into a South
Carolina church and opened fire, killing
nine people in a Bible study, including the
Rev. Sharon Risher’s mother, two cousins
and childhood friend.

When the shooter, Dylann Roof, was
sentenced to death in 2017, Risher be-
lieved he deserved to die. Over time, she
reconnected with her faith and found a
way to forgive him. As she learned about
the broader issues with the death penal-
ty, like the racial disparities and the lack
of evidence that it deters violent crime,
Risher helped launch a campaign to save
not only Roof’s life but the lives of all the
men on federal death row, including
high-profile inmates like Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev, who was convicted in the Boston
marathon bombing, and Robert Bowers,
the man sentenced to death for the 2018
mass shooting at the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh.

Risher, who serves on the board of
Death Penalty Action, hand-delivered a
letter to the White House in June urging
President Joe Biden to commute their
sentences – but received no response.
The nonprofit she represents sent anoth-
er letter signed by 350 organizations after
former President Donald Trump won the
election in November. They have not re-
ceived a response. Her group plans to
send another letter next month as the
window runs out for Biden to grant clem-
ency.

Opponents like Risher hope to secure
life sentences for these prisoners since
the former reality TV star helped expe-
dite 13 executions during the last six

months of his first term. No federal exe-
cutions have happened during Biden’s
presidency, which ends Jan. 20, 2025.

“We’re afraid that if Biden doesn’t step
in, that this will happen again,” Risher
said.

Death Penalty Action is among hun-
dreds of advocacy groups pressuring Bi-
den to fulfill a promise he made on the
campaign trail to end the federal death
penalty and prevent Trump from initiat-
ing another series of executions. They’ve
pleaded with Biden through letters, pet-
itions and protests to commute the sen-
tences of all 40 men on federal death row.
(The last woman on federal death row
was executed eight days before Trump
left office.) There’s precedent at the state
and federal level for mass 11th-hour com-
mutations, but given Biden’s record on
clemency, it’s unclear if he’ll take action.

“He absolutely can commute all of
those sentences,” said Rachel Barkow, a
professor of law at New York University
who has written about presidential clem-
ency. “I just don’t know if he will.”

Trump administration’s
unprecedented run

Trump took a hard-line stance on the
death penalty last time he was in office.
Attorney General William Barr said after
the first executions were scheduled in
2019, “The Justice Department upholds
the rule of law – and we owe it to the vic-
tims and their families to carry forward
the sentence imposed by our justice sys-
tem.”

The Trump administration was the
first to carry out the federal death penalty
in 17 years, overseeing 13 executions, in
an unprecedented run that continued de-
spite the challenges of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

The inmates included Daniel Lewis
Lee, the first prisoner executed by the

federal government since 2003, and Lisa
Montgomery, the only woman on death
row and the first woman executed in
nearly 70 years. 

On the campaign trail, Trump called
for expanded use of the death penalty to
punish drug dealers, human traffickers,
child rapists and migrants who kill Amer-
ican citizens or law enforcement officers.
The Trump transition team did not re-
spond to a request for comment about its
policy for the upcoming term.

In 2008, the Supreme Court struck
down a Louisiana statute that authorized
the death penalty for child sexual abuse,
citing a national consensus that capital
punishment should be reserved for the
worst offenses.

The vast majority of offenses that
qualify for a federal death sentence in-
volve murder. The exceptions are crimes
such as espionage and treason, accord-
ing to Robin Maher, executive director of
the Death Penalty Information Center. 

To broaden the list of crimes that qual-
ify, Trump would need the approval of

Congress.
“Some of his proposals are legally du-

bious at best, and I think there will be
some challenges to any efforts to expand
the death penalty beyond its current lim-
its,” Maher said.

Biden consistently ‘inconsistent’ 

Biden pledged on his campaign web-
site he’d push for legislation to abolish
the federal death penalty and would en-
courage states to do the same. He then
became the first president to oppose the
death penalty.

But Biden did little to advocate for the
bill introduced by Rep. Ayanna Pressley,
D-Mass., and Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., to
end the federal death penalty, said Austin
Sarat, a professor of jurisprudence and
political science at Amherst College.

“The record is mixed,” Sarat said. “The
rhetoric was very good, but the record
has so far not matched the rhetoric.”

Attorney General Merrick Garland im-
posed a moratorium on federal execu-
tions in 2021, removing the death penalty
from the table in more than two dozen
death penalty cases in which the Trump
administration had authorized it.

The federal system has many of the
systemic problems found at the state lev-
el, according to a report from the Death
Penalty Information Center. Since 1989,
nearly 75% of defendants authorized for
federal death penalty prosecutions were
people of color, and federal capital trials
are more likely to have juries that are all
white or nearly all white.

But federal prosecutors have con-
tinued to fight the appeals of people on
death row and pursue new death sen-
tences in a handful of cases including for
Bowers and the man who killed 10 Black
people in 2022 in a racist massacre at a
supermarket in Buffalo, New York.

Contributing: Reuters

Biden still has time to
commute sentences

N’dea Yancey-Bragg
USA TODAY

Trump might expedite executions

Death Penalty Action is among
advocacy groups pressuring President
Joe Biden to fulfill a promise he made
on the campaign trail to end the
federal death penalty and prevent
President-elect Donald Trump from
initiating another series of executions.
KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS

DETROIT – Immigration lawyers and
advocates are preparing their clients
ahead of President-elect Donald Trump
assuming office in January. 

Although details remain unclear,
Trump promised on the campaign trail
to conduct the “largest deportation op-
eration in American history,” and has
suggested using local law enforcement
and the National Guard to implement
that plan. 

Immigrants who don’t have citizen-
ship but who have the legal right to stay
in the U.S. may lose authorization if the
incoming Trump administration ends
or changes policies. 

Here are some specific steps that the
legal services nonprofit Michigan Im-

migrant Rights Center recommends
noncitizens – which covers a broad
spectrum of immigrants who don’t have
citizenship – can do now:

h Ensure U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services has the correct mailing
address if there’s a pending applica-
tion. People in removal proceedings,
and who don’t have representation, can
file for a change of address at respon-
dentaccess.eoir.justice.gov.

h Children or noncitizen parents
should apply for or renew their U.S.
passport at travel.state.gov. People in
mixed-status households should se-
cure passports from their countries of
origin.

h Legal permanent residents should
apply for citizenship now, MIRC recom-
mends.

h Immigrants with work authoriza-
tion that expires in the next six months

should apply for a renewal as soon as
possible, the organization says.

DACA

Recipients of Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, a program
that delays the deportation of undocu-
mented immigrants who came to the
U.S. as children, should submit for a re-
newal if their DACA status expires
within six months, MIRC says. 

TPS

The federal government grants Tem-
porary Protected Status, or TPS, to peo-
ple who can’t return safely to their
home countries. MIRC suggests those
with this status consider whether they
are eligible for another immigration
status and apply for that if they are.

Immigration parole

Individuals in immigration parole
programs, particularly for Cuba, Haiti,
Nicaragua, Venezuela, Ukraine and Af-
ghanistan, are legally present in the
U.S. until their parole ends. 

Asylum-seekers

People come to the U.S. every year
seeking protection from persecution for
a number of reasons, ranging from race
and religion to nationality and political
opinion. Asylum-seekers should apply
for their first work permit, if they are eli-
gible, even if they do not plan to work,
according to the Asylum Seeker Advo-
cacy Project, which MIRC cites. Asy-
lum-seekers should renew their work
permit if they have a two-year permit
that will expire before 2028. 

Advocates say noncitizens should prepare for Trump
Nushrat Rahman
Detroit Free Press
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