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Professional Women’s Hockey
League tour to stop in Buffalo
SPORTS, 1C

Prices include all Taxes and Fees for Two Guests

Get more on your next Vacation
More Value

$
Save up to 60% on

exclusive offers 
you won’t find 

elsewhere

More Inclusions
Find handpicked extras 
and value add-ons, from 

free-flowing drinks to 
all-inclusive dining

More Options
Discover everything you 
need with thousands of 

hotels. tours, cruises, 
flights, experiences 

and more

More Expertise
24/7 customer 

service by phone or 
email from a trusted 

team of travel experts

For full terms and conditions please go to www.LuxuryEscapes.com. Flights are not included. Images are for illustrative purposes only. 
Information correct at time of print.

585-371-8218

Best Price 
Guarantee 

+ Free 
Unlimited 

Date Changes
/Room

$2,009
From

Japan Highlights with Bullet Train 
Journey & Nara Visit
Starts in Osaka. Ends in Tokyo

Twin room
Valued up to 
$9,385

Per Villa

3 nights from

Six Senses La Sagesse
Idyllic Grenada Six Senses Oceanfront 
Wellness Retreat with Opulent Spa

St Davids, Grenada Save Up To 67%

Includes taxes & fees

$1,890

5 nights from
$3,999

Huvahendhoo, Maldives
Valued Up To $8,430

Save up to 53%

/Villa Includes Taxes & Fees

Lily Beach Resort & Spa

$3,999
5 Nights From

Yasawa Island, Fiji

Yasawa Island Resort & Spa
Boutique Fiji Island Paradise Surrounded By 
11 Private Beaches

Save up to 53%

Includes taxes & fees
Valued up to

$8,430
/Villa

Save Up To 79%

University of Rochester officials
have arrested four students who alleg-
edly plastered hundreds of “wanted”
posters across campus last week, ac-
cusing faculty members of enabling
the loss of civilian lives and displace-
ment of Palestinians in Gaza.

Department of Public Safety Chief
Quchee Collins said the students will
be charged with felony criminal mis-
chief. The students were not named in
a news release announcing the arrests.
A fifth individual is still under investi-
gation, Collins said.

University officials discovered the
posters in campus tunnels, class-
rooms and lecture halls on Monday,
Nov. 11. Several iterations of the flyers
featured a black-and-white photo-
graph of a UR faculty member on top of
a red background, under a bold, red
headline: WANTED. Smaller text ac-
cused the individuals of racism, hate
speech and connection to war crimes. 

4 students
arrested in
UR poster
campaign
Flyers accuse faculty of
enabling harm in Gaza

Kayla Canne and Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See UR ARRESTS, Page 4A

On Sept. 19, Walgreens announced
the closure of several locations across
the city, leaving many neighborhoods
without nearby pharmacy services.

In response, Mayor Malik Evans held
a press conference on Nov. 19 to address
the community’s concerns.

“We will no longer have a pharmacy
desert,” Evans said at the press confer-
ence with Rochester’s four most promi-
nent health systems.

What is the Rochester Pharmacy
Access Coalition?

Representatives from Jordan Health,
Rochester Regional Health, Trillium
Health, and the University of Rochester
Medical Center (URMC) – typically
competitors – have established the
Rochester Pharmacy Access Coalition.
Through this partnership, the health
care organizations will provide pharma-
cy services to the general public, ex-
panding access beyond their own pa-
tients.

“In this moment of a national chain’s
disinvestment, community leaders in

Rochester stepped forward, as they
have so many times before,” Evans said.
“Rather than viewing the closure as a
setback, they saw it as an opportunity to
rally together, leveraging their collective
vision and resilience.”

URMC recently opened Highland
Pharmacy at Brooks Landing, near
Brooks Avenue and Genesee Street. The
pharmacy fills approximately 275 pre-
scriptions daily and offers delivery and
pickup services.

Highland Pharmacy at Brooks Landing opened in the 19th Ward, helping combat the lack of pharmacies in the
neighborhood. PHOTOS BY JUSTICE MARBURY/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Coalition tackles
pharmacy closures 
Rochester health systems unite in wake of Walgreens’ exits

Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Highland Pharmacy fills about 275
prescriptions daily. 

See COALITION, Page 4A
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Another record-breaking number of
Americans are planning to travel for
Thanksgiving this year, so be prepared
for extra-busy roads and airports.

Nearly 80 million Americans are
forecast to travel – 1.7 million more
than last year and 2 million more than
2019, according to AAA. 

“Thanksgiving is the busiest holi-
day for travel, and this year we’re ex-
pecting to set new records across the
board, from driving to flying and cruis-
ing,” said Stacey Barber, vice president
of AAA Travel, in a statement. 

Here are best,
worst times 
to travel for
Thanksgiving
Kathleen Wong
USA TODAY

See HOLIDAY TRAVEL, Page 4A
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Find us on Facebook:
EmpireMeatsRochester

Only while supplies last. We accept EBT 
debit and credit cards. Restaurants welcome.

SPECIALS VALID 11/17-11/23. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

626 W. MAIN ST., ROCHESTER • 235-6328
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & Sun 9:00-2:00

1337 GOODMAN ST. N • 491-6111
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & Sun 9:00-2:00

1356 LYELL AVE. (CORNER OF MT. READ & LYELL) • 978-7955
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & CLOSED SUNDAY

79$1599/EA

2 LB BAG 16-20 CT 
BREADED SHRIMP

frozen

frozen

frozen

$799
2.2 LB HILLSHIRE 

FARM SMOKED 
BEEF SAUSAGE

/EA
$1499

5 LB BAG BREADED 
CHICKEN TENDERS

COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS

family pack price

$199

D
C
-4
03

95
18

9

$299
FRESH  

GROUND BEEF

/LB
10 lb or more

4 LB BAG IQF PARTY 
CHICKEN WINGS

$999

frozen

/EA

/LB. /EA

Campus leadership condemned the
posters as an act of antisemitism, and
they quickly attracted national atten-
tion both in media coverage and on the
U.S. Senate floor. Although the flyers
did not mention the person’s heritage,
many of the faculty members featured
are Jewish.

After an investigation and discus-
sions with state and federal law en-
forcement authorities, Collins said the
students’ actions do not currently
meet the legal threshold for a hate
crime, despite being “targeted and bi-
ased.” He said that may change over
the course of future legal proceedings.

Collins said public safety officials
made the decision to pursue criminal
charges against the students, rather
than disciplinary action, because of a
state statute that requires the univer-
sity to “properly” address situations
that endanger the mental or physical
health of university members. 

“While it’s sad when individuals en-
gage in criminal conduct that is intimi-
dating to others in classrooms and
other facilities that they need to use
while seeking an education or going to
work, enforcement of the law is done
for the protection of the community
and in compliance with legal obliga-
tions of the institution,” he said. 

Palestinian, Jewish community
groups respond to UR arrests

Students and university officials
have clashed on numerous occasions
over the handling of protests related to
the Israel-Hamas War, sparking de-
bates around free speech, political ex-
pression and censorship. Student
groups involved in previous protests
have not claimed responsibility for the
posters.

Shortly before UR announced the
arrests, the Rochester Committee to
End Apartheid, a coalition of commu-
nity groups including UR students
who advocate for an independent Pal-
estine, issued a statement calling the
university’s response to the posters
“disingenuous, discriminatory and
disproportionate” while ignoring its
institutional ties to Israel. 

“Instead of addressing these trou-
bling financial connections and the
critical concerns raised by the posters,
the University has chosen to criminal-
ize dissent through excessive mea-
sures, including coordination with six
external law enforcement agencies
such as the FBI – an overtly militant
response designed to intimidate and
silence student and community advo-
cacy,” the coalition said.

The group said the university’s re-
sponse has subjected Palestinian stu-
dents to increased harassment and
racism on campus and claimed that
university administrators failed to fol-
low up on previous reports of such be-
havior. “This neglect perpetuates a
troubling pattern of anti-Palestinian
racism, where advocacy for Palestin-
ian liberation is treated as a threat
while actual incitements of violence
are ignored,” they said.

Meredith Dragon, the chief execu-
tive officer of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Rochester, said Tuesday after-
noon that she was pleased that the in-
cident did prompt a quick investiga-
tion. 

“I’m glad to see that everybody has
taken this seriously,” she said, com-
mending the university and local and
state law enforcement. Now, Dragon
said, UR will have to decide whether
the accused students should be sub-
jected to disciplinary measures. 

“The university has to determine
what to do with those students that
are implicated,” she said. 

Dragon said the university may also
be investigating whether a faculty
member provided some type of assis-
tance to the students.

– Kayla Canne covers community
safety for the Democrat and Chronicle,
with a focus on police accountability,
government surveillance and how
people are impacted by violence. Fol-
low her on Twitter @kaylacanne and
@bykaylacanne on Instagram. Get in
touch at kcanne@gannett.com.

– Gary Craig is a veteran reporter
with the Democrat and Chronicle, cov-
ering courts and crime and more. You
can reach Craig at
gcraig@rocheste.gannett.com. He is
the author of two books, including
“Seven Million: A Cop, a Priest, a Sol-
dier for the IRA, and the Still-Unsolved
Rochester Brink’s Heist.”

UR arrests
Continued from Page 1A

“This location provided a unique op-
portunity to address a need in the 19th
Ward, which was created after the clo-
sure of a retail pharmacy on Thurston
Road,” said Dr. Curt Haas, chief pharma-
cy officer at the University of Rochester
Medical Center. “URMC had previously
operated this pharmacy at the Jordan
Health Center on Holland Street. As Jor-
dan began to manage pharmacy opera-
tions on its own, we worked with the
community to relocate URMC’s phar-
macy to an area of need.”

Dr. Casey Wilbert, vice president and
chief pharmacy officer at Rochester Re-
gional Health, announced that St. Ma-
ry’s Apothecary, located near the Bulls
Head neighborhood, is also available to
serve those affected by the recent Wal-
greens closures.

“Ensuring everyone has access to
high-quality care regardless of their
ability to pay has been Jordan Health’s
mission for the last 100 years. It’s an is-
sue of equity,” said Dr. Linda Clark,
president and CEO of Jordan Health.
“We are purposefully located in parts of
the city with the greatest health dispar-
ities, and we are working on all fronts to
combat these inequities.”

What is a pharmacy desert?

A pharmacy desert is defined as a
community where the average distance
to the nearest pharmacy exceeds specif-
ic thresholds based on the area’s char-
acteristics:

h In urban areas, it is more than one
mile away.

h In suburban areas, it is more than
two miles away.

h In rural areas, it is more than 10
miles away.

A study published earlier this year in
the Oxford Academic Journal revealed
that 15.8 million people in the U.S. – or
4.7% of the population – live in pharma-
cy deserts. These communities often
have higher rates of individuals without
health insurance and those with ambu-
latory disabilities.

Why pharmacies nationwide are
closing

Major pharmacy chains like Wal-
greens, CVS, and Rite Aid are closing
hundreds of stores across the United
States due to financial pressures, in-
cluding declining profitability, lower in-
surance reimbursement rates, and
shifting consumer habits. Walgreens
plans to close around 1,200 locations,
CVS aims to shutter approximately 900
stores (about 10% of its total), and Rite
Aid is also scaling back operations with
significant closures.

Despite the challenges, the new co-
alition believes it can provide a safety
net for residents who need it most.

“We’re not waiting for anybody else
to come save us,” Evans said. “We’re
saving ourselves.”

As a Rochester native, Justice Mar-
bury entered the world of journalism to
create work where voices like hers were
heard – the voices of minority commu-
nities. Marbury covers small business-
es, neighborhood concerns, and the in-
teresting people who live in Rochester’s
19th Ward. As the 19th Ward reporter,
she has helped implement community
outreach ideas by asking what people in
various communities want to read
about themselves in addition to regular
news. Contact her on Instagram @jus-
tice_marbury and by email at jmarbu-
ry@gannett.com.

Coalition
Continued from Page 1A

Air travelers should prepare for long
lines at U.S. airports as the number of
airplane seats scheduled for the
Thanksgiving travel period this year is
up 4.8% compared to last, according to
Hopper’s 2024 Thanksgiving Outlook &
Busiest Airports. 

The busiest day for air travel will be
Dec. 1. The least busy days will be
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 29 and Dec. 3.

For Thanksgiving week, Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport,
Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport
and Denver International Airport are
expected to be the busiest, especially
between 8 a.m. and noon, according to
Hopper.

As for driving to your destination,
roads will likely be the most crowded on
the days right before Thanksgiving, in-
cluding Nov. 26, between 1 p.m. and 7
p.m., and Nov. 27, between 1 p.m. and 5
p.m., according to INRIX.

If you need to travel on those days,
try to leave as early as possible. The

least traffic is expected to be before
11 a.m. on Nov. 25; 10 a.m. on Nov. 26;
and 10 a.m. on Nov. 27.

Roads on Thanksgiving Day itself
will be the emptiest during the holiday
period, INRIX found.

Travelers returning home will hit the
worst traffic between noon and 6 p.m.
on Dec. 1. 

The best driving times are going to be
in the early morning or late evening.
Travelers should aim to hit the road af-
ter 1 p.m. on Nov. 29; before 1 p.m. on
Nov. 30 and Dec. 1; and before 8 a.m. or
after 7 p.m. on Dec. 2.

Those traveling between 9 a.m. and
6 p.m. on Dec. 2 should anticipate traf-
fic caused by both travelers and com-
muters.

“With a record number of travelers
expected to be on the road, drivers
should follow traffic apps and local
news alerts to avoid major delays,” said
Bob Pishue, transportation analyst at
INRIX, in a statement. “This is especial-
ly important for drivers in metropolitan
areas like Boston, New York, LA, Seattle,
and Washington, D.C., where traffic is
expected to be more than double what it
typically is on a normal day.”
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Continued from Page 1A


