
Democrat and Chronicle - 11/02/2024 Page : NN06

November 2, 2024 7:57 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

6NN | SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2024 | NATION & WORLD EXTRA - USA TODAY NETWORK

ELECTION 2024

SELLS, Ariz. – When Jennifer Juan went to cast her
ballot in Arizona’s state primary in July, she spent an
hour rifling through documents to convince poll work-
ers she should be allowed to vote. It’s a common prob-
lem for many Native American voters.

A registered voter on the Tohono O’odham Nation
reservation, Juan, like many residents of tribal land,
lacks a physical address. Instead, voting records pro-
vide a rough description of how to find her home – it’s
near milepost 7 on Indian Route 19 and hers was the
53rd home built in Cold Fields Village. 

But that meant she could not satisfy a requirement
to produce documents with that address as some of
her other forms of identification listed a P.O. box,
which residents on reservations often use to receive
mail.

“It was really hard to vote this past primary,” said
Juan, 41, who had to cast a provisional ballot, which
records a vote when there are questions about a per-
son’s eligibility.

Tohono O’odham Nation reservation, which has
about 10,000 residents according to census data,
sprawls across a Connecticut-sized area of the Sono-
ran Desert with its iconic saguaro cactus and mesquite
trees. Most streets don’t have names and houses don’t
have numbers. Few residents receive postal delivery to
their homes and packages are delivered to a gas sta-
tion.

Native Americans could be an important demo-
graphic in the Nov. 5 presidential election that pits Re-
publican Donald Trump against Democrat Kamala
Harris. The outcome is expected to be decided by slim
margins in swing states like Arizona, which is home to
around 400,000 Native Americans according to 2023
census data.

Nationally, there are about 8 million Native Amer-
icans of voting age, according to a 2022 report by the
Biden administration, but the report also found they
had the lowest voter turnout of any ethnic group sur-
veyed by the Census Bureau.

Casting a ballot can be a challenge for Native Amer-
icans, especially the 13% who live on reservations
where some residents may be over an hour away from
the nearest polling place.

Many lack regular postal services, face difficulties
obtaining documents and have high rates of disability,
according to the Biden administration report. Poverty
and a history of discrimination compound those prob-

lems.
At the Fort Peck Reservation in Montana, Joseph

Dolezilek, 38, said many residents want to register to
vote but don’t have access to a vehicle to get to the
county office, which is more than 20 miles away.

“The bus runs just once a day and you got to wait in
the town that you’re not from for the next eight hours,”
he said. “That’s pretty hard for some people to do.”

Harris’ running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz,
visited the Navajo Nation in Arizona last week, and
Trump has tapped Oklahoma Republican Sen. Mark-
wayne Mullin, a member of the Cherokee Nation, for
outreach to Native American voters.

When President Joe Biden won Arizona in 2020 by
about 10,000 votes, his strongholds included tribal
lands such as the Tohono O’odham Nation reserva-
tion, where he won about 89% of the vote, or about
2,800 votes, according to county records.

Two years later, Arizona Republicans enacted a law
that required documented proof of an address and citi-
zenship to register to vote. That prompted the Tohono
O’odham Nation to join a lawsuit alleging the move
disenfranchised the 40,000 Native Americans in Ari-

zona who lack a formal address.
The state’s Republican Party is committed to mak-

ing voting easier and more secure for Native American
voters, said a statement from Gina Swoboda, the par-
ty’s chairman in Arizona.

A judge last year ruled that Arizona voters without a
physical address could still register to vote if they had a
tribal ID card, even if it listed a P.O. Box or didn’t have
an address. Registrants can attest to the location of
their home on voter registration forms.

But Native Americans can still run into problems if
they present identification with an address that differs
from voter records.

Jaynie Parrish, 45, a Navajo Nation member and
founder of Arizona Native Vote, said her organization
spends a lot of time explaining to voters how to docu-
ment their address. “The problem is, it’s not easy and
it’s not straightforward,” Parrish said.

Voting rights activists play a critical role in turning
out Native American voters. Juan said that residents
often lack proper identification or feel separated from
state and national politics by their tribal status.

“We honestly live in a bubble here,” she said.

Native Americans face voting hurdles
Barriers include lack of physical
addresses for required documents 
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April Ignacio removes a sign that had promoted her candidacy in a recent election outside a polling place on
the Tohono O’odham Nation reservation in Pisinemo, Ariz., on Oct. 22. TOM HALS/REUTERS

The U.S. Supreme Court rejected on Friday a Re-
publican bid to block the counting of provisional bal-
lots cast by voters in the swing state of Pennsylvania
who make mistakes on their mail-in ballots in a deci-
sion that could affect thousands of votes in Tuesday’s
presidential election.

The justices denied an emergency request by the
Republican National Committee and Republican Par-
ty of Pennsylvania to put on hold the Oct. 23 Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court ruling in favor of two Butler
County voters who sought to have their provisional
ballots counted after their mail-in ballots were reject-
ed during that state’s primary election for lacking se-
crecy envelopes.

Pennsylvania is one of a handful of closely contest-
ed states expected to decide the outcome of the presi-
dential race between Republican former President
Donald Trump and Democratic Vice President Kama-
la Harris.

The Supreme Court, as is common in emergency
matters, issued the decision without explaining its
reasoning.

Provisional ballots generally protect voters from
being excluded from the voting process if their eligi-
bility is uncertain on Election Day. The vote is counted
once officials confirm eligibility.

Harris campaign spokesperson Michael Tyler and
Democratic National Committee spokesperson Rose-
mary Boeglin said in a joint statement after the Su-
preme Court decision: “In Pennsylvania and across
the country, Trump and his allies are trying to make it
harder for your vote to count, but our institutions are
stronger than his shameful attacks. (Friday’s) deci-
sion confirms that, for every eligible voter, the right to
vote means the right to have your vote counted.”

The Pennsylvania court’s ruling could apply to
thousands of ballots, possibly more, according to
elections experts. The ruling let individuals who learn
that their mail-in vote packages were rejected for
lacking a mandatory signature, date or secrecy enve-
lope to cast a provisional ballot on Election Day, and
for that vote to be counted.

Attorneys for the Butler County voters who brought
the case called Friday’s decision a win for democracy.

Ben Geffen, a lawyer with the Philadelphia-based
Public Interest Law Center, said it ensures that “all
qualified voters deserve a chance to vote, even if they
have made a technical error on their mail ballot. This
is a step toward a more inclusive election process that

respects the rights of all Pennsylvanians.”
The Republicans had told the justices that “tens of

thousands of votes” could be at stake and should not
be counted “in a state which many anticipate could be
decisive in control of the U.S. Senate or even the 2024
presidential election.”

If mail-in ballots are received on time but are de-
fective, under the text of state election law those vot-
ers should not get a “redo via provisional ballot,” the
Republicans said in a filing. Pennsylvania’s top court
has usurped the state legislature’s authority and
changed rules too close to the election, the Republi-
cans said.

Unlike Butler County, the majority of Pennsylva-
nia’s 67 counties already counted provisional ballots
from voters whose mail-in ballots are rejected.

While no dissents were noted in the Supreme
Court’s action on Friday, conservative Justices Samu-
el Alito, Clarence Thomas and Neil Gorsuch said that
the request by the Republicans raised a “matter of
considerable importance.”

However, these justices said in a statement au-
thored by Alito that they could not offer relief in part
because the case involved just one county dispute,
and blocking the state court’s decision “would not im-
pose any binding obligation on any of the Pennsylva-
nia officials who are responsible for the conduct of
this year’s election.”

Though the case began with two voters challenging
a single county’s refusal to count their provisional
ballots, Republicans intervened to defend the coun-
ty’s decision.

Supreme Court won’t block
Pennsylvania ballot decision
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A voter uses a ballot drop box at the Bucks County
Administration Building in Doylestown, Pa., on
Thursday. ED JONES/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

WASHINGTON – U.S. intelligence agencies blame
Russia for making a video that falsely purports to
show a Haitian immigrant claiming to have voted
multiple times in the state of Georgia, they said in a
joint statement on Friday. 

Georgia is one of seven swing states expected to
determine the winner in Tuesday’s presidential elec-
tion between Republican former President Donald
Trump and Democratic Vice President Kamala Har-
ris.

The assessment is based on information available
to the intelligence community and “prior activities of
other Russian influence actors, including videos and
other disinformation activities,” the Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency said.

The office of Georgia’s secretary of state, Brad Raf-
fensperger, on Thursday called the video “targeted
disinformation” and said it likely was produced by
“Russian troll farms.”

Raffensperger appealed directly to billionaire Elon
Musk, owner of X, as well as other social media com-
panies, urging them to remove the video from their
platforms.

A spokesperson for X said the content violated its
policies and “we are taking action against the posts,”
without elaborating. Hours later, posts containing
the video were still visible on the platform.

Analyses by NewsGuard and Common Cause, two
organizations that track the spread of misinforma-
tion on social media, both identified a post by an
anonymous account on X as the likely first version of
the video to appear online.

While the video has circulated widely on X, Reu-
ters also found copies of it on Facebook.

A spokesperson for Facebook parent Meta Plat-
forms said the company was adding a message to the
bottom of the video anytime it appears on the ser-
vice. The label links to the agencies’ statement and
says they assessed the content was “manufactured
by Russian influence actors.”

Meta did not immediately respond to a question
about why it chose to label rather than remove the
content.
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