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The Police Accountability Board said
it will continue to investigate communi-
ty complaints of police misconduct de-
spite a new lawsuit from Rochester’s po-
lice union. 

The Rochester Police Locust Club
claims a state Court of Appeals decision

that stripped the PAB of its disciplinary
powers last year also abolished its ability
to investigate RPD officers accused of
wrongdoing. In a lawsuit filed earlier this
month, the Locust Club accused the
oversight agency of illegally releasing
the results of 31 PAB investigations this
fall. 

The PAB and the Locust Club have had
a contentious relationship since the in-
ception of the oversight agency in 2019. 

“The suit recently filed by the Locust
Club against the City challenges the core
functions of the PAB, as approved by the
voters and City Council,” the PAB said in

a statement. “The Court of Appeals deci-
sion on PAB disciplinary power did not
diminish our ability to investigate com-
plaints of police misconduct. Our com-
mitment to ensuring transparency and
accountability continues, and we will
defend our mission to uphold civilian
oversight in the face of this latest legal
challenge.” 

The PAB’s charter included some of
the broadest oversight powers in the
country, including the ability to investi-
gate, compel witnesses and make public
its findings on complaints of police mis-
conduct. Many of those roles have been

challenged by the city’s own lawyers
over the last year. 

The Locust Club has asked the state
Supreme Court to determine which sec-
tions of the agency’s charter were invali-
dated by the Court of Appeals decision —
and which portions are still in effect. 

Kayla Canne covers community safe-
ty for the Democrat and Chronicle, with a
focus on police accountability, govern-
ment surveillance and how people are
impacted by violence. Follow her on
Twitter @kaylacanne and @bykayla-
canne on Instagram. Get in touch at
kcanne@gannett.com.

PAB will still investigate police misconduct 
Board facing new lawsuit
from union in Rochester

Kayla Canne
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Five persons of interest have been
identified in connection to the hundreds
of “wanted” posters that covered a cam-
pus tunnel Nov. 11, the University of Roch-
ester Department of Public Safety has
announced.

The posters accused faculty members
of enabling the loss of civilian lives and
displacement of Palestinians in Gaza.
University officials removed the flyers
and contacted those named in them.

Department of Public Safety Chief Qu-
chee Collins said that no formal charges
have been filed yet, but the investigative
team is collaborating with local, state,
and federal law enforcement to analyze
evidence. The University is also working
with the Monroe County District Attor-
ney’s Office to explore potential charges.

Collins said no credible threats
against individuals named in the posters
have been identified. However, safety
planning and support will remain in
place for those affected.

The department expects to release
further updates early this week as the in-
vestigation continues.

Anyone with information about the
incident is asked to contact Public Safety
at (585) 275-3333.

Damaged UR medical sign under
investigation

On Friday morning, a sign at UR Medi-
cine’s Brighton Health Center was dis-
covered “purposefully damaged,” accord-
ing to Collins. Staff covered the sign be-
fore 6 a.m., and it will remain concealed

until it is replaced.
Collins said that some wording on the

damaged sign might connect to the re-
cent campus events but emphasized that
it is too early to confirm any links.

The school is investigating the inci-
dent alongside the Brighton Police De-
partment.

No safety or security threats have
been identified at UR Medicine facilities,
Collins said.

UR campus events
draw national attention

The discovery of the “wanted” posters
at the University of Rochester has
brought the incident into the national
spotlight, both in media coverage and on
the U.S. Senate floor.

On Nov. 13, U.S. Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer addressed the matter
during a Senate floor speech.

“I condemn the loathsome actions of
those who posted these ‘wanted’ post-
ers,” Schumer said. “Any attempt to
threaten or target someone simply be-
cause of their Jewish identity is antisem-
itism, plain and simple. Those responsi-
ble have done nothing to further their
cause.”

UR campus tensions amid
Israel-Hamas war

The University of Rochester is among
many colleges nationwide experiencing
heightened tensions following the Oct. 7,
2023, Hamas attack on Israel and the
subsequent war in Gaza.

Pro-Palestinian student protesters
have accused university officials of cen-
soring and penalizing them for calling for

a ceasefire in Gaza and advocating for
divestment from Israeli institutions.
Last fall, students at several universi-
ties reported that administrators dis-
rupted peaceful protests, linking pro-
Palestinian activism to support for Ha-
mas.

Universities maintain they have the
right to regulate protests to ensure a re-
spectful environment. At the University
of Rochester, tensions peaked last
spring when students staged a two-day
sit-in at Wallis Hall, which closed ad-
ministrative offices before campus se-
curity removed the encampment.

“This act is disturbing, divisive, and
intimidating and runs counter to our
values as a university,” University of
Rochester President Sarah Mangelsdorf
said of the “wanted’ posters Nov. 12.

Staff writers Justice Marbury, Gary
Craig and Kayla Canne contributed re-
porting to this story. 

Madison Scott is a journalist with
the Democrat and Chronicle who edited
our Weld Street Project and also did re-
porting for it. She has an interest in how
the system helps or doesn’t help families
with missing loved ones. She can be
reached at MDScott@gannett.com.

Hundreds of “wanted posters” covered a tunnel beneath the University of Rochester campus Sunday night, accusing a
handful of faculty of enabling the genocide and displacement of Palestinians in Gaza. Facilities staff have since stripped
the posters from the walls. JUSTICE MARBURY/ ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

5 persons of interest identified
in UR ‘wanted’ posters case
Madison Scott
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
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or target someone simply

because of their Jewish

identity is antisemitism,

plain and simple.”
Chuck Schumer
U.S. Senate Majority Leader

HOUSTON – With President-elect
Donald Trump two months away from
taking office and able to act on his
campaign promises, energy execu-
tives are lining up to offer new propos-
als to the mix. 

Trump has vowed to scrap offshore
wind projects, roll back climate regula-
tions, open more federal lands and wa-
ters to oil and gas drilling. Advisors
have prepared executive orders to quit
the Paris climate agreement that ties
the U.S. to emissions reductions.

The energy industry has prepared
its own wish list for the second-term
chief to consider putting into effect.

President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion proposed cutting tailpipe emis-
sions by 50% from 2026 levels by
2032. A separate set of fuel economy
rules enacted this year would 
encourage more electric and hybrid 
vehicles.

“We think that this is a time in
which Americans should have more
choices, not fewer, when it comes to
the energy that they use,” said Dustin
Meyer, policy chief for trade group
American Petroleum Institute.

Trump has vowed to reverse the Bi-
den administration’s electric vehicle
rules.

A pause on pending and future ex-
port permits for new liquefied natural
gas projects is tops on LNG and natural
gas executives’ priorities.

“Using LNG exports as a political
weapon – I hope the (Trump) admini-
stration doesn’t consider this – espe-
cially against our allies,” said Bryan
Sheffield, a former shale CEO now run-
ning energy private equity firm For-
mentera Partners. 

One of the projects affected by the
pause, Energy Transfer’s $13 billion
LNG-export facility in Louisiana, is
happy to have the review end. Trump’s
election victory assures a financial go-
ahead for its Lake Charles LNG project,
said co-CEO Marshall McCrea.

“Regulations, particularly on feder-
al lands, are incredibly burdensome –
operators are dealing with a very inef-
ficient process that has a cost and
slows down development,” said Mi-
chael Oestmann, CEO of gas producer
Tall City Exploration. 

The Biden administration has lim-
ited oil and gas drilling in Alaska, and
last year, adopted a congressionally
mandated five-year plan for offshore
oil drilling that included just three
sales – the lowest number in any five-
year plan since the government began
publishing them in 1980. 

US energy
draws up 
a wish list
Arathy Somasekhar
REUTERS


