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NEWS

Authorities in New Jersey, New York,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Con-
necticut battled wildfires this week as
conditions remained ripe for blazes to
erupt and spread. 

Wildfires torch thousands of acres of
land in Northeast states each year,
though they are most common in the
spring. In New Jersey, 1,500 wildfires
damage or destroy 7,000 acres of for-
ests annually, according to the state’s
Forest Fire Service. In New York, where
thousands of acres of land are engulfed
in wildfires each year, the state says
that 47% of all wildfires occur from
March 15 to May 15.

The total wildland fires reported this
October in Massachusetts reached 200,
an increase of about 1,200% from the
typical 15. 

The spike, according to the state’s
Department of Fire Services, rivals “the
monthly numbers usually seen in the
traditional early spring brush fire sea-
son.”

Still, fall brings unique fire threats.
New Jersey officials say that while the
high season is in the spring, leaves in
the fall months add extra fuel. The ma-
jority of wildfires are attributed to hu-
man causes such as campfires, burning
debris and cigarettes.

What has meteorologists and state
officials especially concerned this year
is a record-setting lack of rain that is fu-
eling a sharp rise in wildfires and their
explosive growth.

The Northeast, like the vast majority
of the country, is suffering from abnor-
mally dry conditions, and many states
are experiencing severe and extreme
drought, according to the U.S. Drought
Monitor at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln.

Just last week, Massachusetts offi-
cials raised the drought level to “signifi-

cant” and “critical” throughout the
state. Fire authorities reported on Sat-
urday that firefighters were battling at
least 175 blazes.

On Sunday evening and into the
overnight hours, some showers brought
the first rain in months to parts of the
Mid-Atlantic, including New York City,
where 0.17 inches of rain fell – the only
rainfall the metropolitan area has
picked up since late September.

In New Jersey, the dry spell has
smashed records in multiple cities. As
of Friday, the capital city of Trenton had
gone 41 days without measurable rain –
the prior record was 36 in the fall of
1924. 

Both New Jersey and Delaware re-

ported their driest October on record
this year, according to the National
Weather Service.

Areas from Washington, D.C., to New
England have been under advisories in
the past week about heightened risks of
wildfires. 

On Saturday, for example, there were
red flag warnings in place in the New
York metropolitan area, Connecticut,
Rhode Island and Massachusetts, the
National Weather Service said. Most of
those warnings had expired by Sunday
night, but officials urged residents to
not let their guard down and to exercise
caution with potential ignition sources
such as machinery, cigarettes or match-
es.

Contributing: John Bacon and Jorge
L. Ortiz, USA TODAY; Amanda Wallace
and Manahil Ahmad, Bergen Record;
William Westhoven, Daily Record; Ken
Serrano, Asbury Park Press

More wildfires erupting
on East Coast this fall
Christopher Cann
USA TODAY

The New Jersey Forest Fire Service was fighting a 2,500-acre wildfire in West
Milford, N.J., on Sunday. PROVIDED BY N.J. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Related
Gov. Hochul praises crews working to
contain Jennings Creek fire. 3A

Abolitionist and Underground Rail-
road leader Harriet Tubman, the first
woman in the U.S. to lead an armed
military operation during a war, was
posthumously commissioned as a one-
star general in the Maryland National
Guard on Monday.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, along
with members of the state’s National
Guard, and Maj. Gen. Janeen Birck-
head awarded Tubman the rank of
brigadier general during a Veterans
Day ceremony, according to the gover-
nor’s office. During the ceremony, the
Maryland National Guard and Moore
officially recognized Tubman for her
military service to the U.S. and Mary-
land.

The commemoration, held at the
Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad
State Park and Visitor Center, was at-
tended by dozens of people including
Tubman’s descendants, military mem-
bers, community members and local
leaders. Birckhead said the occasion
was “long overdue,” noting that it was
due to a state law passed earlier this
year that authorizes the governor to
make certain posthumous awards.

“Harriet Tubman should be revered
always for risking her life and her own
freedom and the cause of justice for the
enslaved,” Birckhead said at the cere-
mony. “Now we make the grassroots
honor, in a formal way, to proclaim that
Harriet Tubman was courageous, she
sacrificed, she’s a skillful leader and
she advanced the survival of a nation.”

Moore called Monday’s ceremony
not just a “great day” for Maryland but

for the entire U.S.
Tubman, who was born into slavery

in Maryland, had escaped in 1849 to
Philadelphia – where she lived as a free
woman. But Tubman later returned to
Maryland at least 13 times to rescue her
family and as many as 70 enslaved
people in total through the Under-
ground Railroad, a network of escape
routes and safe houses organized by
Black and white abolitionists. If she
had been caught, she would’ve faced
physical punishment and been sold
back into slavery in the Deep South due
to the 1850 Fugitive Slave Law.

“There is nobody who defined ‘leave
no one behind’ in the way that Gen.
Tubman left no one behind,” Moore
said during the ceremony. 

Tubman became Union scout

“Deeply admired by abolitionists in

the North, Tubman became a trusted
friend and advisor to many, which
earned her a role in the Union Army as
a scout, spy, nurse, and confidante of
generals,” according to the Harriet Tub-
man Byway website.

The U.S. Army and historians have
credited Tubman as the first woman to
“lead a combat regiment when she
spearheaded a Union Army raid during
the Civil War.”

The commissioning proclamation
on Monday was received by Tubman’s
great-great-great-grandniece Ernes-
tine “Tina” Martin Wyatt, who under-
scored Tubman’s legacy and paralleled
her to veterans. “Aunt Harriet was one
of those veterans informally,” Wyatt
said at the ceremony. “She gave up any
rights that she had obtained for herself
to be able to fight for others.”

Contributing: Minnah Arshad, N’dea
Yancey-Bragg, USA TODAY

Tubman posthumously honored as general
Thao Nguyen
USA TODAY
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Shrimp lovers will notice a key item
missing from Red Lobster’s new menu.

In an interview with “Today” that
aired Monday, CEO Damola Adamole-
kun announced that the seafood
chain’s revamped menu will include
nine new items from a lobster bisque to
bacon-wrapped sea scallops. However,
he confirmed that the $20 endless
shrimp deal has ended permanently.

“Relevant, compelling and exciting
is what we want Red Lobster to be for
the future, and so we’re working on
that now,” Adamolekun told “Today.”

Last year, the seafood chain made
all-you-can-eat shrimp a permanent
menu item after two decades of offer-
ing it for a limited time. The decision,
made by former Red Lobster CEO Paul
Kenny, cost $11 million and saddled the
company “with burdensome supply
obligations,” subsequent CEO Jona-
than Tibus said in a May bankruptcy
filing.

While teasing the possibility of the
controversial item’s return, current
CEO Adamolekun decided against it,
explaining that it’s “because I know
how to do math.”

Red Lobster’s new menu items have
not all been revealed, Adamolekun
said. 

He teased a few: hush puppies, ba-
con-wrapped sea scallops, lobster
bisque, lobster pappardelle pasta,
grilled mahi and Parmesan-crusted
chicken.

“I expect a stampede into our res-
taurants because we’re bringing back
the hush puppies,” Adamolekun said,
referring to the item that was discon-
tinued in recent years. 

“I stopped going to Red Lobster be-
cause they stopped the hush puppies.
Since I was in college, I love the hush
puppies. I’m glad they’re back.”

Adamolekun was brought on to be
the new Red Lobster chief executive in
August. The Nigeria native joins the
company after previous corporate ex-
perience as P.F. Chang’s CEO and chief
strategy officer, as well as partner at the
New York investment firm Paulson &
Co.

He has “always felt dubious” about
the seafood chain’s decision to offer a
$20 endless shrimp deal to its custom-
ers, sharing in an October interview
with CNN that shrimp was a “very ex-
pensive product to give away endless-
ly.” 

Red Lobster decided to make the
deal a permanent offering last year,
nearly 20 years after it only served it
seasonally and for a limited time. The
decision, according to Adamolekun,
caused “chaos” at locations nation-
wide. 

“You stress out the kitchen. You
stress out the servers. You stress out
the host. People can’t get a table,” Ada-
molekun told CNN. 

Adamolekun said in October he
would consider bringing the deal back
but made no promises, citing profit
concerns. 

Contributing: Jonathan Limehouse
and Amaris Encinas, USA TODAY

Changes
coming 
to Red
Lobster
Endless shrimp out;
hush puppies return

Anthony Robledo
USA TODAY


