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Get more on your next Vacation
More Value
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exclusive offers 
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More Inclusions
Find handpicked extras 
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Date Changes
/Room
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From

Japan Highlights with Bullet Train 
Journey & Nara Visit
Starts in Osaka. Ends in Tokyo

Twin room
Valued up to 
$9,385

Per Villa

3 nights from

Six Senses La Sagesse
Idyllic Grenada Six Senses Oceanfront 
Wellness Retreat with Opulent Spa

St Davids, Grenada Save Up To 67%

Includes taxes & fees

$1,890

5 nights from
$3,999

Huvahendhoo, Maldives
Valued Up To $8,430

Save up to 53%

/Villa Can includes Taxes & Fees

Lily Beach Resort & Spa

$3,999
5 Nights From

Yasawa Island, Fiji

Yasawa Island Resort & Spa
Boutique Fiji Island Paradise Surrounded By 
11 Private Beaches

Save up to 53%

Includes taxes & fees
Valued up to

$8,430
/Villa

Save Up To 79%

Firefighters confirmed that Monday’s
early morning incident that leveled a
house on Stone Road in Greece was an
explosion. Authorities continue to in-
vestigate. Here’s what we know:

What happened?

A home on the 800 block of Stone
Road was levelled by an explosion just
before 5 a.m., according to the Barnard
Fire District, the lead agency that re-
sponded to the scene. Neighbors said
they saw the three residents crawling
out of the house shortly after the blast.

The blast caused significant damage
to the home, neighbors’ home and sur-
rounding area, said Barnard Fire Chief
Stephen Andrews.

“The explosion has shaken the local
community and our hearts go out to
those affected by this tragic event,”
Andrews said in a news release.

Firefighters from all four fire depart-
ments within Greece responded to the
scene and found what Andrews de-
scribed as a “devastating explosion.”
They quickly called for a second alarm
to summon additional emergency re-
sponders to the scene.

Firefighters on scene at a house that exploded in Greece on Monday. JAMIE GERMANO/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

New details released in
Greece house explosion
Three adults were inside
the home at time of blast

Victoria E. Freile
New York Connect Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

See EXPLOSION, Page 4A

Late Sunday night, the University of
Rochester campus was covered with
numerous posters accusing Jewish fac-
ulty members of controversial actions
related to the ongoing conflict in Gaza.

The posters targeted specific indi-
viduals, alleging that one faculty mem-
ber had engaged in “ethnic cleansing”
and contributed to the “displacement
of Palestinians,” while another was ac-
cused of “racism,” “hate speech,” and
intimidation.

“I want to be as clear as I can that the
University of Rochester strongly de-
nounces the recent display of ‘wanted’
posters targeting senior university
leaders and members of our faculty,
staff, and Board of Trustees,” Univer-
sity President Sarah Mangelsdorf said
in a statement Tuesday. “This act is dis-
turbing, divisive, and intimidating and
runs counter to our values as a univer-
sity.”

The posters come a month after AI-
generated images depicting a Lego set
of war-torn Gaza — meant to mock the
destruction of the territory amid the
ongoing war — were first seen in the
Eastman School of Music’s Living Cen-
ter on Oct. 8.

Heightened tensions on college
campuses nationwide have sparked
similar incidents following the Oct. 7,
2023, Hamas attack on Israel and the
subsequent escalation of the Gaza con-
flict.

Posters at
UR focus 
on Jewish
employees
Come a month after AI
images depicting Gaza 
Justice Marbury
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See POSTERS, Page 4A

Trump said the commission will “pro-
vide advice and guidance from outside of
government,” partnering with the White
House and Office of Management and

WASHINGTON – President-elect
Donald Trump said Tuesday he’s tapped
tech billionaire Elon Musk, the world’s
wealthiest person, and former Republi-
can presidential contender Vivek Ra-
maswamy to lead a new “Department of
Government Efficiency” that will work to
slash federal government spending,
waste and regulations.

Budget “to drive large-scale structural re-
form” throughout the federal govern-
ment. He said the team’s work will con-
clude no later than July 4, 2026.

“Together, these two wonderful Amer-
icans will pave the way for my admini-
stration to dismantle government bu-
reaucracy, slash excess regulations, cut
wasteful expenditures, and restructure
federal agencies − Essential to the “Save
America” movement,” Trump said in a
statement.

During the 2024 campaign, Musk said
he would take a job in the administration

as leader of a “Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency” or DOGE, referring to
the cryptocurrency he champions. The
53-year-old founder of SpaceX and CEO
of Tesla has also said publicly that he
could quickly eliminate $2 trillion from
the federal budget but has not provided
any specifics on how.

Trump’s description seemed to sug-
gest the department would operate as an
advisory commission − not a formal fed-
eral agency − with no statutory authority.

Musk, Ramaswamy to tackle efficiency in new department

Musk, Trump and Ramaswamy

Joey Garrison, Josh Meyer, 
Swapna Venugopal Ramaswamy 
and David Jackson
USA TODAY

See DEPARTMENT, Page 11A
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Find us on Facebook:
EmpireMeatsRochester

Only while supplies last. We accept EBT 
debit and credit cards. Restaurants welcome.

SPECIALS VALID 11/10 - 11/16. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

626 W. MAIN ST., ROCHESTER • 235-6328
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & Sun 9:00-2:00

1337 GOODMAN ST. N • 491-6111
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & Sun 9:00-2:00

1356 LYELL AVE. (CORNER OF MT. READ & LYELL) • 978-7955
Mon-Sat 9:00-5:30 & CLOSED SUNDAY

79$599/EA

6 LB HILLSHIRE FARM 
SPICY SMOKED CHILI , 

CHEESE AND BEAN SAUSAGE

frozen

$1499
5 LB BAG 

SPICY BREADED 
CHICKEN PATTIES

/EA

$179
WHOLE BONE IN 

PORK BUTTS

/LB

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

$1299
SNOW CRAB 
CLUSTERS

/LB./EA

40 LB BOX WHOLE 
CHICKEN WINGS

frozen

$8000

D
C
-4
03

95
18

6

8-10 lb avg wt
/LB

FRESH  
GROUND BEEF

10 lb or more

$299

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-5473

What caused the explosion?

The cause of the explosion remains
under investigation. Monroe County
Fire Bureau and Greece police are work-
ing in partnership with, Rochester Gas
and Electric Corp. “to determine the
source and any contributing factors,”
Andrews said. 

Further details will be released as the
investigation progresses.

Was anyone injured? 

Yes. Three adults were inside the
home at the time of the blast and all
three were injured. The trio - a woman in
her 20s and her parents - were all taken
to an area hospital.

All three remained hospitalized with
burns, Andrews said. The younger
woman was the most seriously wound-
ed and remained in guarded condition,

he said.
No first responders were injured.
The American Red Cross will provide

housing assistance once the trio is re-
leased from the hospital. The Red Cross
is also assisting displaced neighbors,
Andrews said.

Which first responders 
were on scene?

Emergency responders from the Bar-
nard, Ridge Road, North Greece and
Lakeshore fire districts as well as Greece
Police and Monroe Ambulance were
among the first departments on scene.
Investigators from the Monroe County
Fire Bureau as well as Firefighters from
Gates and Saint Paul fire districts were
also called to the scene.

What’s next?

Authorities are asking the public to
avoid the area as they continue to work
at the scene. Anyone with information
that could assist in the investigation is
asked to call 911.

Explosion
Continued from Page 1A

Last spring, pro-Pales-
tinian protesters con-
structed an encampment
on campus, urging the
University of Rochester
to take specific actions:
call for an immediate cea-
sefire in Gaza, divest from
Israeli institutions, es-
tablish partnerships with
Palestinian academics,
and lift sanctions against
students who have been
suspended or arrested.
The protests culminated
in two brief student sit-
ins at Wallis Hall, the uni-
versity’s main adminis-
trative building. Three
days before graduation,
the encampment was re-
moved.

These incidents follow
a previous episode in
February when swastikas
and other antisemitic
messages were found on
the walls of a tunnel on
the University of Roches-
ter’s River Campus.

The Jewish Federation
of Greater Rochester re-

leased a statement after
the incident, saying in
part:

“We are deeply dis-
turbed by these antisem-
itic posters on the Univer-
sity of Rochester campus,
which have severely es-
calated an already tense
atmosphere for Jewish
students, faculty, and
staff. These hateful mes-
sages are not isolated in-
cidents but part of a trou-
bling pattern that has cre-
ated an environment
where Jewish members
of the university commu-
nity feel both unsafe and
that their civil rights have
been disregarded.

The University of
Rochester and President
Sarah Mangelsdorf must
move beyond words and
take immediate, unequiv-
ocal public action to ad-
dress this incident and
commit to making the
campus a safe, welcom-
ing place for all, including
Jewish faculty and stu-
dents.”

Sarah C. Mangelsdorf
released a statement in
response to the posters:

“Dear Members of the

University Community,
I want to be as clear as

I can that the University
of Rochester strongly de-
nounces the recent dis-
play of “Wanted” posters
targeting senior Univer-
sity leaders and members
of our faculty, staff, and
Board of Trustees. This
act is disturbing, divisive
and intimidating and
runs counter to our val-
ues as a university.

Furthermore, several
of those depicted appear
to have been targeted be-
cause they are members
of our Jewish community.
We view this as antisem-
itism, which will not be
tolerated at our Univer-
sity. This isn’t who we
are. This goes against ev-
erything we stand for and
we have an obligation to
reject it.

The Department of
Public Safety is leading
an ongoing investigation
and exhausting all avail-
able resources to collect
evidence and hold those
involved accountable for
their actions. As DPS
Chief Quchee Collins said
in his message yesterday,
our priority as a Univer-
sity is to maintain a re-
spectful and safe com-
munity for everyone.”

As a Rochester native,
Justice Marbury entered
the world of journalism to
create work where voices
like hers were heard—the
voices of minority com-
munities. Marbury covers
small businesses, neigh-
borhood concerns, and
the interesting people
who live in Rochester’s
19th Ward. As the 19th
Ward reporter, she has
helped implement com-
munity outreach ideas by
asking what people in
various communities
want to read about them-
selves in addition to reg-
ular news. Contact her on
Instagram @jus-
tice_marbury and by
email at jmarbury@gan-
nett.com.

Posters
Continued from Page 1A

CANANDAIGUA – A 19-year-old
driver was able to escape from his ve-
hicle and swim to shore after inadver-
tently driving into Canandaigua Lake
early Tuesday morning.

The driver was taken to F.F. Thomp-
son Hospital for treatment related to
exposure and potential hypothermia,
according to Canandaigua police.

Police said the driver had stopped
his SUV on the City Pier and drove into
the lake while attempting a U-turn. Po-
lice responded to the scene at 1:24 a.m.
Tuesday.

Drugs and alcohol were not contrib-
uting factors in the accident, police
said. No other people were in the vehi-
cle and no other injuries were report-
ed.

The driver was issued a traffic ticket
for moving from a lane unsafely, police
said.

Crews pull a vehicle from Canandaigua Lake on Tuesday after a driver drove
off the City Pier. PROVIDED BY CANANDAIGUA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Man able to escape from 
SUV after driving into lake 
Mike Murphy
Canandaigua Daily Messenger

USA TODAY NETWORK


