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ARTS

NEW

KODAK HALL AT EASTMAN THEATRE

SAT
NOV 9
8 PM

        SUN
NOV 10
2 PM

          SUNDAY AFTERNOON  
PHILHARMONICS 

zarathustra!
Andreas Delfs, conductor
the naughtons, Piano
Anna Steltenpohl, cor anglais

NEW

NEW

KODAK HALL 
AT EASTMAN 
THEATRE

        SAT
NOV 23
2 & 8 PM

           SATURDAY ONLY!

Peter & 
the wolf

THIS WEEKEND! DON’T MISS!

NEW

RPO.ORG | 454.2100
GET YOUR SEATS TODAY!  

SEASON & SERIES 
SPONSORS:

DEBORAH RONNENZARATHUSTRA SUPPORTED BY

The song that would become a smash
hit for country duo Brooks & Dunn in
1993 almost didn’t get written.

Songwriters Steve O’Brien and Bill
LaBounty wrote part of the song and
tried several times (unsuccessfully) to
finish it. O’Brien sat down with Nash-
ville Songwriters Association Interna-
tional Executive Director Bart Herbison
to share the Story Behind the Song
“Rock My World (Little Country Girl.)”

The unlikely inspiration for the song?
Madonna.

‘Has anybody rocked 
your world recently?’

O’Brien and LaBounty were together

in LaBounty’s studio to write a song. La-
Bounty remembered they had recently
seen the movie “Truth or Dare,” which
was a documentary about Madonna’s
life at the time. LaBounty asked O’Brien
if he remembered a line by actress San-
dra Bernhard in the film. Bernhard asks
Madonna, “Has anybody rocked your
world recently?”

That was all it took. O’Brien picked up
a guitar, strummed an “E” chord and
said, “What if we made it country and
say ‘rock my world little country girl?’”

O’Brien says the first two verses
wrote themselves. They even included
Madonna in the lyric, “Acts like Madon-
na but she listens to Merle.”

“After we hit the chorus, we didn’t
really know where it was going to go af-
ter that,” O’Brien shares. “It was late in 

How Madonna inspired a Brooks & Dunn hit
Melonee Hurt
Nashville Tennessean

USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

Brooks & Dunn perform during the Jack Daniel’s New Year’s Eve Live: 
Nashville’s Big Bash at Bicentennial Park in Nashville, Tenn., on Dec. 31, 2022.
NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN See HIT, Page 4D

S
trolling down Virginia Avenue in the 19th Ward, you might catch the gentle

sound of wind chimes mingling with the glimmer of brass and copper atop a

unique, homegrown art gallery. • Michael Flood Sr., 68, set out to make his

house a standout on his street. • Noticing that many homes around him had

nearly identical fences and front yards, he found inspiration in the eclectic streets of

New York City.

DIGGING IT!
Meet the Rochester man who dug in the ground

to convert his home into a must-see art gallery

Justice Marbury Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

Some of Michael Flood
Sr.’s artwork may have
served a different
purpose before finding
a spot in his gallery.

Michael Flood Sr. PHOTOS BY JUSTICE

MARBURY/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLESee FLOOD, Page 4D
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the day, so we made an
appointment to take an-
other look at it and finish
the song.”

‘Hard Workin 
Man’ needed an
up-tempo song

In the meantime, the
part of the song that had
been written made it to
the ears of Don Cook, who
had just finished produc-
ing Brooks & Dunn’s
“Hard Workin Man” al-

bum with Scott Hen-
dricks.

Cook listened to the
song and told O’Brien and
LaBounty that although
the Brooks & Dunn record
was finished, Arista Rec-
ords label head Tim Du-
Bois had said they could
possibly use another up-
tempo song for Brooks to

sing.
O’Brien remembers

DuBois saying that if they
could finish the song and
send it to them, they’d
see what they could do.
“Boot Scootin’ Boogie”
was a massive hit at the
time, so the pressure was
on for the writers to live
up to the string of No. 1
songs that had come from
the duo’s previous album,
“Brand New Man.”

“We killed ourselves,”
O’Brien said. “We worked
so hard. We worked off
and on for the better part
of a month getting to-
gether once or twice a
week. We just had a really
hard time finishing it. We
were trying to come up
with something that
would be along the lines
of what Brooks & Dunn
would do.”

Finally, as the two
writers searched for the
right rhyme, LaBounty
suggested “Sunday she’s
all ribbons and curls.” 

“I remember I jumped
up and said, ‘Bill! That’s
it.’ She can go out and
have a good time, but
she’s really a good girl
and that just pulls it all
together. Once we had
that last line, thanks to
Bill, we were able to finish
the song up pretty quick-
ly.”

Brooks & Dunn
wanted to record it

After getting the demo
recorded and sending it
FedEx to the hotel in
Phoenix where Brooks &
Dunn were playing, La-
Bounty called O’Brien
and said he had just got-

ten off the phone where
Brooks & Dunn had sung
their song to him. They
loved the song and want-
ed to record it.

And they did. It made
the album, but the song
that almost wasn’t ever
finished, almost didn’t
become a single off the
duo’s album, either. The
label had released three
other singles before
“Rock My World” and
many albums don’t get a
fourth. Some were con-
cerned the song was “too
rockin’” for country radio.
The song at the time was
only the second one with
Brooks on lead vocal in-
stead of Dunn.

Despite all the odds
against the song, the rec-
ord label decided to make
a video for it, which pro-
pelled the song to peak at
No. 2 on the charts. 

Still a crowd favorite in
the Brooks & Dunn live
show, “Rock My World”
continues to bring audi-
ences to their feet some
30 years after it was re-
corded. 

“That’s another thing
that I feel so fortunate
about, because it was ba-
sically 30 years ago and
how many acts are still
viable, selling out are-
nas? We are just very,
very, very fortunate,”
O’Brien said.

Hit
Continued from Page 1D

“I’m inspired by New York City be-
cause they have a lot of different
things,” Flood said. “In Harlem, the
front of people’s houses has some of ev-
erything — one of this here and one of
that there.”

After retiring, Flood carefully
mapped out his design and took essen-
tial steps, such as contacting the city to
confirm no waterlines were running
through his yard. He spent four months
excavating tons of dirt with the permit
and began building his vision.

Most of the artwork in his collection
has come from Goodwill, though occa-
sionally, people donate pieces for him to
display. The gallery features paintings,
brass and copper pieces, glasswork, ce-
ramics and more, with artwork ar-
ranged along each side of the space.

Some of Flood’s artwork is uncon-
ventional or may have served a different
purpose before finding a spot in his gal-
lery. Holding up a brass pan shaped like
a flower, he explained, “I like the look of
brass; to me, this is a piece of artwork.
It’s also good for outside because it
doesn’t rot or rust over.”

Though Flood has lived on Virginia
Avenue for 35 years, the gallery has only
been open for a year. He plans to keep it
up through all seasons, occasionally ro-
tating pieces and adding new finds.

“I feel good when I hear people out-
side, and they’re hanging out, every
once in a while, having fun and taking
pictures,” he said. “No one ever touches
anything. When I see them, the kids say
they feel something when they come by.
People like it, and I’m glad they do.”

As a Rochester native, Justice Mar-
bury entered the world of journalism to
create work where voices like hers were

heard—the voices of minority commu-
nities. Marbury covers small business-
es, neighborhood concerns, and the in-
teresting people who live in Rochester’s

19th Ward. As the 19th Ward reporter,
she has helped implement community
outreach ideas by asking what people in
various communities want to read

about themselves in addition to regular
news. Contact her on Instagram @jus-
tice_marbury and by email at jmarbu-
ry@gannett.com.

Flood
Continued from Page 1D

Michael Flood Sr. plans to occasionally rotate pieces and add new finds. JUSTICE MARBURY/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE


