I went back to this blog post I had written several years ago - it's mainly a list of remarkable quotes from Black writers.

I was also reflecting on the experience I had the day after Trump won his initial election in 2016.  Angela Davis was in ROC for a presentation.  I went expecting a majority Black crowd (it was about 95%, maybe 800 people), and also expecting to walk into a wake-like atmosphere.  It was exactly the opposite!  I saw people greeting each other with warmth and smiles and laughter, delighted to be in each others' company.  This was early in my engagement with antiracism work, so I was blown away.  I knew so many white liberals who were devastated, baffled, mystified and traumatized. 

But Angela Davis herself explained very simply what this mood was about.  She said (roughly) "We've been here before.  We've seen hope rise, then hope dashed.  We've seen the promise of a new way, then betrayal.  We know how to rebound from this.  We keep moving."

Over these past years, as I've been privileged to be among so many inspirational Black people and their leaders, I continue to be awed but no longer surprised by this phenomenal capacity for absorbing and rebounding, even keeping an upbeat spirit in the face of the latest slap-down.

May they and their words be a lesson and inspiration to all:  Feel the emotions, sure, but do not wallow.  Grieve but do not despair.  Find the next action and commit to it.  And let there be joy among us!

With love,
Frank


