Dear Friends and Family ... and a couple of previously deleted contrarians I felt should be included this one time ... 

Please see this month's blog post which I believe is my most important of any I've written given the significance of next week's election. It's titled "Public Opinion and Other Principles of Democracy: Under Attack by Trump’s Fascist Objectives (see https://www.wewynneauthor.com/2024/10/31/public-opinion-and-other-principles-of-democracy-under-attack-by-trumps-fascist-objectives/).
For the third time, I once again offer the following values list and their opposites for reflection especially if you have not voted yet... and also in light of Trump's hateful (to use one word) rally at NYC's Madison Square Garden this past Sunday ... see https://www.vox.com/2024-elections/380588/trump-rally-racism-maga-stolen-election-claims.
[bookmark: m_2642679210126404968_m_-631057746126195]Virtually all the terms on the right hand side of this list were manifested at this rally ... 
·         Hope vs. Fear
·         Freedom vs.Fascism
·         Rights vs. Injustice
·         Compassion vs. Hate
·         Love vs. Racism
·         Peace vs. Violence
·         Mercy vs. Cruelty
·         Order vs. Chaos
·         Reconciliation vs. Retribution
·         Values vs. Unethical
·         Character vs. Criminal
·         Patriot vs. Traitor
·         Honesty vs. Grift
·         Light vs. Darkness
·         Facts vs. Lies
Note that I changed "Freedom vs. Fascism" ... i.e. "Fascism" vs. "Tyranny" ... in fact all of the values above could be contrasted against Trump's fascist agenda as outlined in his (although he denies it) 'Project 2025'.
Try and imagine a society dominated by the terms on the right and ask yourself if that’s the environment that you and your family want to live in. Tragically, depending on the election results, this could be the aftermath of Election Day on November 5th  ...
REMEMBER: YOUR VOTE MATTERS!
Some useful, informative links:
· A prediction from 80 years ago about the possibility of Fascism in this country:  https://robertreich.substack.com/p/henry-wallace-and-american-fascism
· What Musk and Bezos really want from Trump … https://robertreich.substack.com/p/what-bezos-and-musk-want-from-trump?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=365422&post_id=150914862&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=hzcbm&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email 
· More on the MSG rally ,,, https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/p/october-27-2024?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=20533&post_id=150828783&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=hzcbm&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email 
· From Fr. Richard Rohr ... https://email.cac.org/t/d-e-slljrjl-tlkrtkjkyd-yd/
· "No Such Thing as Being Non Political" ... Another Rohr reflection ... https://email.cac.org/t/d-e-slruhyk-tlkrtkjkyd-yh/
· 'Exploring Race Group' update:  https://exploringracism.org/update-week-ending-10-26-2024/
In closing, no matter what the election outcome, there will be more to do and I offer the following in the spirit of Hope from the Pachamama Alliance of the Rochester Area... see https://www.pachapeopleroc.org/post/radical-hope-facing-the-election-without-fear.
Its closing excerpt ... 
Radical Hope
When we align ourselves with the highest good for us and for all, we become agents of radical hope.
Radical hope isn’t a wishful-thinking kind of hope, or a blind optimism that somehow things will turn out okay.
Radical hope isn’t about the state of the world. It’s about the state of our souls.
Radical hope isn’t focused on what has happened or what will happen. It courageously steps into the present and devotes its energy to creating what Life is calling forth so it can flow and flourish.
Radical hope isn't something we have. It is something we do.
Instead of waiting for the news to get better so we can feel hope, radical hope rolls up its sleeves to make the news as good as we can, simply because that’s who we are and that’s what we do as manifestations of the creative force of Life.
Radical hope is contagious, and inspires radical hope in others.
When we embody radical hope together, we move from victimization into vision, from isolation into connection, from powerlessness into a force for change.
Talk to you on the other side!

With RADICAL HOPE … Bill
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