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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Nearly every day, Latrina Begley, 37, of Nashville, or one of her six

children, shopped at the Family Dollar down the hill from their home, using federal food

benefits to buy Hot Pockets or frozen pizza, and staples like milk. h But Family Dollar shut

down the location earlier this year, as part of closures of nearly 1,000 stores out of its 8,200, a

move intended to boost profits. h Cuts last year to the largest U.S. anti-hunger safety net, the

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, previously called food stamps, after

the end of the COVID pandemic hit the retailer’s sales in the months before the closures.

Purchases made with SNAP represent $11 out of every $100 spent at the bargain chain, ac-

cording to retail research firm HSA Consulting.

The closure leaves Begley with only a few convenience stores within one mile of the former Family Dollar,
expensive options she can’t afford. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has identified her neighborhood, in
a historically Black part of Nashville, as low-income and with low-access to healthy, affordable food, an area
formerly called a food desert.

“It’s harder for us and me,” said Begley, who works at the city’s housing agency. “I have to stop after work,
or else we don’t have anything for the night.”

Begley said she relies on her mother to help with child care and to make ends meet, and, if she did not
have her, would turn to food pantries. 
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Dollar store closures impact food 
access in low-income areas

A closed Family Dollar store is seen in Nashville, Tenn. The chain has closed nearly 1,000 stores. KEVIN WURM/REUTERS
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“In these neighborhoods, it’s removing a place where people are
shopping, where they’ve been buying more food than ever before.

This is going to make food access harder.”
Sean Cash, an economist and professor at the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy at Tufts University

BEIRUT – A Palestinian militant
group said early Monday that three of
its leaders were killed in an Israeli
strike on Beirut, the first attack within
city limits as Israel escalated hostili-
ties against Iran’s allies in the region.

The Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine said the three leaders were
killed in a strike that targeted Beirut’s
Kola district.

The strike hit the upper floor of an
apartment building in Lebanon’s cap-
ital, Reuters witnesses said. There was
no immediate comment from Israel’s
military.

Israel’s increasing frequency of at-
tacks against the Hezbollah militia in
Lebanon and the Houthi militia in Ye-
men have prompted fears that Middle
East fighting could spin out of control
and draw in Iran and the United States,
Israel’s main ally. The PFLP is another
militant group taking part in the fight
against Israel.

Israel on Sunday launched air-
strikes against the Houthi militia in
Yemen and dozens of Hezbollah tar-
gets throughout Lebanon after earlier
killing the Hezbollah leader. The
Houthi-run health ministry said at
least four people were killed and 29
wounded in airstrikes on Yemen’s port
of Hodeidah, which Israel said were a
response to Houthi missile attacks. In
Lebanon, authorities said at least 105
people had been killed by Israeli air-
strikes on Sunday.

Lebanon’s Health Ministry has said
more than 1,000 Lebanese have been
killed and 6,000 wounded in the past
two weeks, without saying how many
were civilians. The government said a
million people – a fifth of the popula-
tion – have fled their homes. 

The intensifying bombardment
over two weeks has killed a string of
top Hezbollah leaders, including its
leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah. 

Nasrallah’s body was recovered in-
tact from the site of Friday’s strike, a
medical source and a security source 

People gather outside an apartment
building hit by an Israeli airstrike in
Beirut’s Kola district early Monday.
FADEL ITANI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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Carries out first attack
within Beirut city limits
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mission

Kris Kristofferson, who was one of
the most influential American singer-
songwriters of his time with works such
as “Me and Bobby McGee,” and also be-
came a successful actor, died Saturday
at the age of 88, according to a family
statement.

Kristofferson had been suffering
from memory loss since he was in his

70s. A family spokesperson said in a
statement that Kristofferson died
peacefully at his home in Maui, Hawaii,
surrounded by family, but a cause of
death was not listed.

Kristofferson was a Renaissance man
– an athlete with a poet’s sensibilities, a
former Army officer and helicopter pilot,
a Rhodes scholar who took a job as a jan-
itor in what turned out to be a brilliant
career move.

Kristofferson first established him-

self in the music world as a songwriter
in the country music capital of Nashville
– writing hits such as the Grammy-win-
ning “Help Me Make It Through the
Night,” “For the Good Times,” and one-
time girlfriend Janis Joplin’s plaintive
No. 1 hit, “Me and Bobby McGee.”

In the early 1970s he became well-
known as a performer with a rumbling,
unpolished baritone, as well as an in-
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Kris Kristofferson, influential
singer-songwriter, dies at age 88

Kris Kristofferson, pictured in 2017,
has died at the age of 88.
DYLAN MARTINEZ/REUTERS FILE
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