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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE when tackling your roof!

AfterBefore

New orders only. Does not include material costs. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is 
an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction 
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may 
apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted 
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded 
messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at 
eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

LIMITED 

TIME OFFER! 

SAVE!

UP TO

OFF
INSTALLATION
50%

FREE 

ESTIMATE

585-735-0512Expires 12/31/2024

http://leafguard.localconsumer2.info

20% Thicker 
Aluminum

One-Piece 
System

Liquid 
Adhesion

Financing Available

Call Now For Your FREE Estimate!

585.420.6315

75% Off 
Installation*

Receive a $25 Visa card 
with your FREE 

 in-home estimate**

**All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 Visa card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: 
employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and 
former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed 
to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored 
and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/24.

SCAN ME FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Don’t Leaf it to Him  
to turn your home into  

the Nut House!
LeafGuard has been 
awarded the Good 

Housekeeping  
Seal of Approval for  
16 straight years.

• No Pest Parties
• No Clogging 
• No Cleaning 
•  No Water 

Damage
•  No Ladder 

Accidents

*Does not include cost of material. 
Offer ends 10/31/2024

A
little community of tents lines the perimeter of the grass lot on North Clinton

Avenue. Every morning, these Rochesterians wake up in their encampment not

knowing if they will have a home and their belongings to return to at night.

h Uncertainty follows the 15 or so people living outdoors here. There’s been word

that it will be swept soon, but when? And where will they go next?

On a chilly morning in early September,
the lot was dotted with bikes, clothes, per-
sonal items, tents and food. A framed pho-
to of a couple hugging was placed on a tree
stump next to one of the tents. An old San-
ta statue holding what looked like a stuffed
bear was in the corner. 

Evidence of life, of humanity. Of neigh-
bors.

There were remnants of drug usage in
the lot — a reason for the many complaints
from nearby residents. It was getting close
to 8 a.m. and other kids and adults, likely
housed ones, began gathering at a bus stop
not too far down the road.

ABOVE: A
homeless
encampment is
set up in an
empty lot on
North Clinton
Avenue. 
LEFT:
Advocates for
the homeless
dropped off
food and coffee
last month.
PHOTOS BY TINA

MACINTYRE-YEE/

DEMOCRAT AND

CHRONICLE

Awaiting a sweep 
North Clinton homeless encampment in limbo

Madison Scott Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

See ENCAMPMENT, Page 6A

About 1 in 3 New York public school
students was chronically absent in
2022-23, a state comptroller’s report
found, and the pandemic-era issue con-
tinues to cause educational disrup-
tions.

The comptroller’s report, “Missing
school: NY’s stubbornly high rates of
chronic absenteeism,” generally mirrors
a June 2024 analysis by the USA Today
Network New York, “Why student ab-
sences have soared since the pandemic
— and what schools are doing to help.”

Absences feed more absences, the
comptroller’s report warns. “Failure to
attend school may lead to students fall-
ing further behind academically, which
may then exacerbate absenteeism and
limit the ability make up for historic
pandemic-era learning losses.”

Chronic absenteeism is defined as
missing at least 10% of days in the
school year — or about 18 days.

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
focused on the importance of fixing the
issue, but acknowledged the difficul-
ties.

“Engaging students, families and
communities is critical,” DiNapoli said
in the report, “and while the issue is
widespread, it must be addressed one
student at a time.”

See ABSENTEEISM, Page 6A

Chronic
absentee
rate high 
in schools
Report: Pandemic-era
problem has persisted 

Nancy Cutler
Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

An ongoing struggle to define Meth-
odist values and its worldwide mem-
bership reached an inflection point
with a breakaway denomination gath-
ering for its inaugural legislative as-
sembly, an event that sought to erect a
framework for a more conservative al-
ternative to the United Methodist
Church, or UMC.

The Global Methodist Church, a
group that formed out of the UMC as
part of a splintering, held its convening
general conference in Costa Rica last
week and adopted policies to replace an
interim infrastructure with a perma-
nent one. More than 300 delegates
adopted a constitution and elected six
interim bishops, among other leaders,
to help usher the church in these early
stages of its life.

See METHODISM, Page 4A

Breakaway denomination offers more orthodox Methodism 
Liam Adams
Nashville Tennessean

USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

The Rev. Carolyn
Moore, who
played a key role
in the movement
advocating for
churches to leave
the UMC, was
elected as interim
bishop for the
Global Methodist
Church. MYKAL

MCELDOWNEY/

INDIANAPOLIS STAR
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WINDOWS & DOORS
American-Made Products For Over 40 Years

CALL NOW FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE

585-504-1883
Located in Victor, NY

OPTIONAL FINANCING AVAILABLETrade-In Special

Window Styles 
AS LOW AS

   5 windows -    $375 
10 windows -    $750
15 windows - $1,125

Appointment must be set prior to . Offer may not be 
combined with any other offers. Limit one coupon per job. Cannot 

be applied to past purchases. Other restrictions may apply.

UP TO 62 U.I (after trade-in) 

ea.
Installed

$349

$75 Per Window!

11/15/2024

24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR CITIZEN / MILITARY DISCOUNTS!

• Sliding Doors

• Entry Door Systems

• Bay Windows

• Bow Windows

Rochester, like many other cities in
America, has seen its fair share of en-
campments and encampment sweeps.
When one gets cleared, another one
seemingly arrives. 

In 2022, the city cleared the Loomis
Street homeless encampment. Though
the city said they were offering assis-
tance to those displaced by the sweep,
many advocates at the time, like Joel
Yager, predicted that people would over-
dose without the support found in the
encampment. 

A year later in the spring of 2023, an
encampment beside Interstate 490 was
removed by the New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation. Local legend
suggests that “The Weeds,” which was
once considered a safe space for many,
was around since the ’70s before its re-
moval.

In March 2024, James “Tex” Martin,
who once lived at “The Weeds” and vol-
unteered at the community garden
across the street, died of an overdose
alone in a friend’s house, as reported by
acquaintances. Many people close to
Tex believe that the sweep took away his
only sense of home, community and
purpose. 

It put him at risk, they said. 
There have been sweeps around the

country, too. The Supreme Court’s re-
cent decision in Grants Pass v. Johnson
allows state and local governments to
criminalize sleeping or camping on pub-

lic property. California Gov. Gavin New-
som ordered the removal of all encamp-
ments on state lands following the rul-
ing.

Moving forward: What’s next for
the North Clinton Encampment? 

Toward the end of September, RGPR
held a press conference around the pre-
vious site of the Loomis encampment to
address the county and city about the
potential local impact of the Grants Pass
v. Johnson ruling. The group raised con-
cerns about barriers to receiving shelter

and then provided a list of demands. 
County Legislator Rachel Barnhart

and City Councilmember Mary Lupien
stood among the crowd of speakers and
supporters. Barnhart said she received
RGPR’s list and has been working with
her colleagues to develop solutions. She
believes congregate shelters are only
one tool and that the county needs to fo-
cus on other avenues, like permanent
housing.

According to Barnhart, it would cost
the county about $20 million a year to
put everyone seeking shelter into apart-
ments. Conscious decisions are being

made to not invest in building more per-
manent housing, she said. 

“And we also do things like sanction
people. We kick them out of hotels when
they don’t find housing fast enough.
That is cruel, and we don’t even keep da-
ta on it,” Barnhart said. 

Whether or not there is work being
done behind the scenes to address some
of these issues, the clock is ticking for
the people living at the North Clinton en-
campment. It’s been a month since the
group first got wind of a potential sweep. 

DES stopped by the encampment
Sept. 12 to clean up trash and debris, but
left everyone’s personal belongings
alone, RAHA volunteer Matthew Gould
said. The group at North Clinton hasn’t
received any official timeline for when a
sweep will be conducted, he said. Ac-
cording to D’Amico, the police have
made multiple visits to the encampment
and have given dates for a planned
sweep, but have repeatedly canceled or
rescheduled them. 

“They keep canceling it, changing the
day, keeping it insecure for people stay-
ing and harassing people living there,”
she said. 

Days are getting shorter and nights
are getting colder. How much time do
they have left at North Clinton? 

And what will happen to them after
they are forced to leave? 

— Madison Scott is a journalist with
the Democrat and Chronicle who edited
our Weld Street Project and also did re-
porting for it. She has an interest in how
the system helps or doesn’t help families
with missing loved ones. She can be
reached at MDScott@gannett.com.

Encampment
Continued from Page 1A

Outside one tent a photo of Marilyn Monroe is propped up next to a makeshift
table with a picture frame of family members placed on it. The tent was one of
several in a homeless encampment set up in an empty lot on North Clinton
Avenue in Rochester on Sept. 6. TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

Missing school, missing support

The problem is most acute in “high-
needs” districts — that is, in schools
with more economically disadvantaged
families. Students with disabilities,
Black and Latino students, English lan-
guage learners and kids dealing with
homelessness have among the highest
rates of chronic absenteeism.

New York State Education Depart-
ment data shows a chronic absentee rate
for all high schoolers at around 34% in
2022-23. But the rate was nearly 45% for

students with disabilities, more than
46% for Black students and nearly 44%
for Latino high schoolers.

Lower Hudson Valley school data for
2022-2023 mirror the pattern: The big-
city district of Yonkers had the highest
chronic absentee rate in the Lower Hud-
son Valley region, with 45% of students;
East Ramapo, where the majority of stu-
dents are considered English language
learners, had the second-highest rate, at
40%.

Data from the 2023-24 school year
was not yet available from the New York
State Department of Education.

The problem can quickly become cy-
clical: A student who misses school con-
sistently also misses getting services
that can combat absenteeism – from

educational help to nutrition from free
meal programs. 

How to fix it?

Chronic absenteeism has long been a
key measuring stick of a school commu-
nity’s well-being. It is a major factor the
state Education Department weights
when considering school districts’ per-
formance and accountability. 

The comptroller’s Oct. 4 report in-
cludes methods New York districts and
other states have used to help tamp
down on chronic absenteeism. These
can include home visits and other out-
reach to families.

Districts closer to home have devel-
oped methods to address the problem.

Yonkers, for example, has taken sev-
eral approaches, including establishing
“attendance teams,” partnering with
mental health professionals, setting up
mentoring for students, according to a
district spokesman.

Truancy enforcement, including tak-
ing families to court, should be a last re-
sort, experts in the field say.

“Preventive efforts aimed at educat-
ing families about the importance of at-
tendance and reaching out to students
with real challenges to getting to school
have proven more effective and less
costly than legal action,” according to At-
tendance Works, a national initiative fo-
cused on improving school attendance.

Staff writers Gary Stern and Diana
Dombrowski contributed to this report.

Absenteeism
Continued from Page 1A


